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Eauty, Madam, has ſo much 
efficacy over the generality of | 
Mankind, that it extracts pitty | 
from the Hearts of the moſt Sa- 
vage and Barbarous, when in di- 
Sreſs ; nobler Accompliſhments or | 
more perfect Beauty, never was | 


any Perſon endowed with, then the | 
unhappy Prazimene ; yet all the 


Advantages of a moſt illuſtrious 
| Birth, an Education ſuitable and | 
proport ionable, with all thoſe ad- 


mirable Perfections and Qualifica- | 


tions, joyn d with a moſt dazling | 


and ſurprizing Sweetneſs both of | 
A 


2 Youth | 


| 
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The Dedication. 


Youth and Beauty (which renders | 
your Sex Divine) could not protect — 


the Innocent, thy Un fortunate 
Prazimene, from feeling the ſeve- 
reſt Strokes of Fortune. Whither 
therefore /hall ſhe fly but to your in- 
comparable Self for pity : Pu, 
Madam, who with all Advantage 
may vie with her in all things but 
her Miſeries. She implores your | in f 
charming Goodneſs to take her un- by 
der your Wings; there ſhe is ſure | fr; 
to be ſheltere4 from the further | of | 
Fromns of her ſad Fate and De- * | 
ſtiny; whilſt I beg leave to be per- | of! 
mitted to be the eternal admirer of | jc, 
fo many Virtues which ſhine ſo emi- give 


; b 
| nently mn your whole Compoſur 25 and oY 
. 1 him 

to ſubſcribe my Jef, gp 1 
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Ie HE Amarous Semiramis, being ſen- 
, ſible that her Deſigns would ne- 
, ver prove ſucceſsful, by thoſe In- 
ge ventions which with much Cu- 
. rioſity ſhe had endeavoured to make uſe 
4 of; and that the Teſtimoniss of her Friend- 
ir ſu p, and the Tranſports of her Hatred, were 
always received with an equal Indifterency 

T= | by Meliſtrate; and that it was as impoſſible 
re | for that Eminent Courage, to ſuffer himſelf 
to be daunted, by the menaces and threats 

er of Revenge, as to give way to the Charms 
5 of Unlaywyful Pleaſures, judged rightly, that 
the Exceſs of his Vertue, was the real Cauſe 

- of his Diſdain. He loves, ſaid ſhe, with a 
+ | deep Sigh : but Prazimene being Loſt, he 
of loſes his Glory ; his Courage, which can 
1. | give or ſnatch from the Aſſyrians the Victory 
4 is the cauſe which makes him (light thoſe Fa- 
1 vours, which I have fo liberally offered to 
him; ſince it is not likely, that his Heart 
ſhould hitherto preſerve a Fidelity, from 
which he can expect nothing but Misfor- 
tunes: He prefers a Triumph compos'd of 
Soldiers, to one of an Amorous Queen: 

2. * B Cruel 
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Cruel Meliſtrate! Where ſhall a Virtue, ſo 
ſecure as yours, be found ? Are you afraid, 
that a little Inconſtancy will Raviſh from 


you the Quality of a Hero? That God, 


which we adore, and from whom my Spouſe 
draws his Beginning, is he not as well Fam'd 
for the Diverſity of his Amours, as by the 
Grandeur of his Power ? and will not his 
Example ſhake your Conſtancy? Ah 
Meliſtrate!] I am Inſenſible, as well as you, 
my Careſſes proving you always Cruel, 
and your Diſdain proving me ever in Love. 
Theſe Words proneunc'd with an exceſs o 


Paſſion, were ſo often Interrupted by 


Sighs, that ſhe ſcarce knew what ſhe ſaid; 
ſhe ſpoke enough, but her Judgment never 
followed her Complaints; but when ſhe pro- 
nounc'd the Name of the Generous Aieli— 


ſtrate, then ſhe came to her ſelf ; and thatY 
which ſeem'd to have put an end to her 


Tranſports , began again with greater Force 
by the Violence of her Thoughts. Thus 
this Great Princeſs, 1gnobly ſubmitted to the 


Aſſaults of an Unjuſt Love, and thoſe Brave 


Actions which made her Adored by the Sub- 
jects of the Great Niuus, were now changed 
into quite different Employments, and againſt 


which, till then, ſhe had teſtify'd a wonder- 


ful Averſion ; the cloſeſt Pleaſures were now 


preferrd to the Tents of War; the Re. 


tirements of Walks to that Marvellous and 
Daily Obſervancy the rendred to the King 
her Husband, and the great Deſire ſhe us d 
to have to appear Arm d, at the Head 10 

| tne 
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the Troops of that Victorious Monarchy | 
to partake of the Glory of his Conqueſts, 
gave place to Infamous and Tragical In- 
tentions. Her Eyes no longer Shin'd with 
that Chaſt, and yet Triumphant. Luſtre, 


which was wont to infuſe Courage into 


the molt Effeminate Soldiers. That Gra- 
vity, which alone was capable, of the 
Conlideration of the Great Ninus, was 
now no longer to be ſeen, and. that Neg- 
ligence, which ſhe affected as an Inſepa- 
rable Companion of her Chaſtity, Was 
changed to a Curious Setting, off of, her 
Perſon, and her Hair was ſet forth with 
o much Artifice, that it was taken a Notice 
of by all the World; ſhe was covered with 
Powder, but not with that of a Camp. 
In a word, the , Waſhes, of which tall 


then ſhe knew not:thg Uſe, the Gaudineſs 
of her Apparel, which till then ſhe had 


abhorred, and all other her behaviour, as 
to her Words and Actions, Free or Reſtrai- 
ned, Natural or otherwiſe, were ſo ob- 
{erv'd and remarkt, that they were imitated 
by all, although approved by none: Strange 
Alteration; from one cxtream to another, 
but ſcarce worthy of Blame, in compari- 
lon of thoſe prodigious Effects which ſuc- 
ceeded them : Why ſhould I complain, 
added this Princeſs, to her former Sighs? 
and why ſhould I ſo meanly Deſpair ? 
ſince it is eaſy for me to ſweeten the Rigor 
of my Deſtiny: Let us embrace Unhappy 
Semiramis, the only means our Paſſion In- 

| -B 2 „ 


4 Prazimene. 
ſpires us withal; yes, Deareſt Meliſtrate, 


Heaven and Earth thall be made ſenſible, 


to what a Degree my Paſſion is rais'd ; 
and altho' neither can Learn it without 


Horror, yet they (hall Suffer it; if my 


Affection cannot move you, altho' my De- 
ſigns are Secret; if to treat with you, as 
other Women do, is to render me diſa- 
reeable to your Eyes, and render you In- 
enſible to my Love, I will quit thoſe 
Vulgar Methods, and Act fo Publickly , 
that it ſhall become the Wonder of an 
Empire, the Diſcourſe of all Mouths, and 
the Admiration of the whole World: 
So that if Ambition be the End which 

ou propoſe, that ſhall be fatisfied in the 
igheſt manner , provided my Paſſivn be 
but anſwered. Pardon me, Oh Glorious 
"Ninws, if this Fatal Diſorder, obliges me 
to Extinguiſh the Ehmenian Torch, to II- 
luminate this other, which burns ſo vio- 
Jently my Heart: Pardon me, I ſay, if 
the Violence of my Deſires obliges me to 
attempts upon your Life, and do not re- 
fuſe me this unheard of Favour, ſince I 


cannot be Happy, but by your Death 
reſign to my Happineſs the Remainder of 


your Days: It 1s certain, that in an 


Age ſo advancd, Death cannot be but 


Advantageous, ſince it will put an end 


to ſo many Triumplis; for who knows, but 


that one Fatal Overthrow may fully them, 
who can aſſure you, that your Emprre will 


always be coinpcs'd of ſo many Kingdoms, 


Gene- 
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Generouſly Conquered by your Arms? 
Ah! Great Prince, it is much better to 
Dye ſoon, and Gloriouſly, than to Live 
longer, and behold the Decay of thy 
Grandeur and Honour. It ſeems, as it 
this Affection, with which my Heart is ſo 
repleat, was a neccſſary Inſpiration, for 
thee to put a Glorious End to ſo many 
Conqueſts: In a word, thou art going to 
be Indebted to me for thine Eternal Re- 
nown; inſomuch, that it will ſeem, as if 
thy Satisfaction and mine were both Joy 
ned in their Effects, altho infinitely diffe- 
rent in their Cauſes: But after all, Great 
Conqueror, how often have you proteſted, 
that you Preferrd my Will and Pleaſure 
to your Victories; how often have you 
{aid that you would purchaſe them at 
the Price of your Blood? Now then it is 
that I challenge your Performance; your 
Royal Faith ought exactly to be obſerv'd, 
R where freely engag'd and not com- 
ks : Take therefore in good part the fatal 
elolution I have taken, die therefore to 
make me live; and ſince the certain Securi- 
ty of thy Fame is in the compaſs of my 
Love, permit me to deceive thee, ſince my 
Crime renders thee Immortal. This un- 
heard of Deſign being taken, the Cruel 
Semiramis, burnt with deſire impatiently 
to ſee the Execution, her Thoughts were 
wholly employ'd on the Means to compaſs 
t; nor did the ever repent of her ſo fatal 
Reſolution : Ar length her Paſſion not ad- 
B 3 milling. 


55 Prazimene. 

mitting to defer it, ſhe began that Scene 
of Horrour with S1ghs and Tears. Nin us, 
who was wholly taken up in State Affairs, 
of which the Wars was his chiefeſt Care, 
gave hinfelt not time to ſearch into the 
occation of the Change he obſerv'd in his 
Queen: He had taken Notice of her different 
vay of Living from what the was. us d to 
do, but never 1magined the Caute: The 
Teſtimonies the had ſo often given him of a 
pure and ſincere Affection, the Hardſhips 
the had undergone rather than to abandon 
bim to the Hazards of the Wars, and that 
gencral indiffcrence ſhe had made appear 
tor all things which did not immediately 
concern him, were to him ſufficient Proofs of 
the Sincerity of her Love : He flatter' d 
himſelf ſearching for Reaſons to excuſe her 
Altcration, of which he ſaw the leaſt part, 
and tcem'd to be an unhappy Inſtrument 
and Forwarder of his own Misfortunes, 
that it was to render her felt ſtill more a- 
erceable to him, confeſſing that thoſe af- 
tected Ways which the wretched Semiramis 
practis d, to be more taking than that 
charming Modeſty with which the us'd to 
receive his Embraces. In a word, that 
which ought to have raisd his Suſpitions, 
was that which charm'd and blinded him 
the molt, and which alſo gave way for 
that Paricide which that deteſtable Princeſs 
committed, whole blind Paſſion clouded the 
Royal Diadem, and inſtead of mecting 
with a xcturn of that Love which: the 3 
ed, 
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ed, rais d nothing but Contempt and Ha- 
tred in the Breaſt of Melitrate. To ex- 
ecute her bloody Intentions, ſhe made uſe 
of the common Arms belonging to her 
Sex; the feigned a Melancholy for ſome 
Days, and ſuited her Actions ſo well to. 
it, that her Sadneſs, accompanicd with 
Tears molt artfully ſhed, intermixt with 
Sighs as cunningly vented, ſecm'd. to pro- 
ceed from a Cauſe quite different to what 
it produc'd. The great Ninus, who was 
not capable of receiving a more perfect 
Joy than what he drew from the Satisfa- 
Ction of this ungrateſul Woman, could 
reliſh. none whilſt her Eyes were bedew'd 
with Tears, and her Countenance languith- 
ing and pale, he endeavour'd by all i- 
maginable means to divert her, and fear- 
ing to become 1mportunate, ſhould he 
{ollicite her to tell the cauſe of her Sadncts, 
he forbore for ſome time, altho' he was ve- 
ry deſirous to know it, to the end that he 
might put an end to it: Semiramis, never- 
theleſs, wiſhing for nothing more than to 
find that great Deſire in him to be in- 
form'd, to the end ſhe night have an op- 
portunity to forward her Deſign, fo ſub- 
tlely aifſembled, that ſhe ſcem'd to lay a 
Conſtraint on her Grief and Sadneſs, on 
purpoſe, as it were, to hide it from the 
King: This Counterfeit was ſo well play'd 
on her part, that at length ſhe compaſſed 
that deplorable end which the fo much ex- 
pected and long for. The unhappy Ni- 
4. 
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nus could no longer forbear (one wy as he 
met her walking in thoſe ſtately Ga 


teration which he perceivd. I have, 
laid he, for ſome time ſuftcred a Diſcon- 
tent, which has innocently bcen procured 
me, and which, nevertheleſs, creates to 
me in{upportable Griefs and Anguiſh, Is 
it not juſt, Madam, that I ſhould find 
out the Cauſe of an Evil ſo extraordinary 
by all thoſe ways I can think of? Yes cer- 
tainly, my Lord, (anſwer'd ſhe) quite ſur- 
pris'd, (and as if juſt come out of ſome deep 
' Meditation) your Health and Intereſt being 
that of the whole Empire and mine, I have 
great reaſon not to permit you to neglect it: 
If then your Majeſty has found out what will 
bring you Eaſe and Comfort, ſpare not 
thoſe things which even are Sacred, if they 
are neceſſary to your Preſervation. Ah 
Madam, reply'd thus weak Prince, blinded 
with his Love, there is no need tor ſuch Re- 
medies, you alone can Cure me, ſince it is 
our Sad neſs alone which diſcompoſes me: 
ou are not ignorant that you and my ſelf 
making but one all, it is very d fficult for 
the one to be in Trouble and not the other 
to be ſo likewiſe; the Remedy therefore that 
1 have thought of, is the urgent Deſire I have 
to know the Cauſe; it is the only Eaſe which 
I can find; tell me therefore what oppoſes 
' your Mind, and if it is not in my Power 
to reſtore you to your wonted Temper, I 
| {hall then ay that you had reaſon to hide 
| 11 
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it from me, leaſt the Regret of not being ab ſe 7 
to ſerve you ſhould caſt me into Deſpair : 
but ſhould it be ſomething which is diffi- 


cult, but yet poſſible to be done, I ſhould 


have reaſon to reproach you, that your 

Affection 1s too full of RelpeR when 1t re- 

quires of me nothing but what is common, 

and what any other than a Monarch would 

be willing to perform, Hold my Lord, 

{aid ſhe, diſcourſe not to me on a SubjeR, 

the bare Imagination of which cannot be 

but very diſagreeable; break it off I beſeech 
you, leaſt my Vanity ſhould make you alter 
your good Intentions : It is ſufficient that 
it is What has reduc'd me as Iam; but 
to ſay to what it pretends, is what, with 
your Leave, my Mouth ſhall never declare: 
This Secret then, ſaid the Prince, muſt be of 
marvelous Conſequence, ſince you are ſo re- 
ſolved to conceal it. Acknowledge at the 
ſame time that you deſire to ſee me in per- 
petual Torture; tell me that my Death is 
one of your greateſt Wiſhes; all which you, 
in fact, do in hiding from me the Cauſe of 
your Sadneſs: But why; Ambition you 
icem to acknowledge is the cauſe of your 
Change; ſurely it is eaſy to put an end to 
your Diſcontent, if you will declare in what 
it conſiſts. The faireſt and greateſt part of 


the World acknowledge me their Sovereign, 
but if you deſire that our Power ſhould ex- 
tend it ſelf farther, the two other parts of 
the unconquer'd World thall; eer long, ſub- 
mit to our Empire: Say but only that the 

B 5 Pro- 
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Propoſition is agreeable to your Dcſire, and 
you ſhall forthwith behold the Effects: 
And if this is not enough, I will un- 


dertake yet more for your Satisfaction, 


cauſing you to be Proclaimed Queen of 
the Univerſal World; I will not ſo much 
as be Partaker with you in the Goyern- 
ment thereof, you ſhall be Soverc!gn in 
all Reſpects; and it will be more plea- 
ling to me to obey you, and ſee your Con- 
tent, than to Reign my ſelf at the expence 
ot your Joy and Satisfaction. Thcre giving 
leave to ſome Sighs, he beheld her with 
Eyes full cf Love, and. not being able 
after what manner to make appear to her, 
that in her alone conſiſted his Happineſs, 
lie went beyond all meaſure to let her know 
that his Words and Actions were parallel: 
No, ſaid he, I will not ſtop at theſe things 
I have mentioned, I will proceed farther, 
and raiſe your Ambition to that degree that 
perhaps it never was before. When J thall 


become the Conqueror of the World, II 


will order that you thall be the only Dei- 
ry of their Temples, and the Object of their 
Sacrifices: And to move the People by Ex- 
ample, I will begin the firſt to ofter Incenſe 
and Vows to you, ſo that whoever ſhall be 
wanting to render you thoſe juſt Deyoirs, 


mall be held doubly Guilty, joyning the! 


deſpiſing of my Commands to the difre— 
iIpect ot the Deity : After this can I leave 
any thing undone to fulhtl your Deſircs? 


therefore now you laye Freedom to dil-F 
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cover your Diſcontents, propoſe them 
then Madam, and believe that nothing 
but Impoſſibility it ſelf can deprive you 
of the hopes of having it effected. Alas, 
anſwerd that perfidious Creature, (ſecm- 
ing to be ſenſibly touch'd with that exceſs 
of Love, but in effect more obſtinate in 
her pernicious Deſigns) It is not from this 
Day that you begin to give me to underſtand 
that you have not for me an ordinary Aﬀe- 
ction ; that glorious Day to me in which 
you became ſenſible of my Charms, you was 
not only contented to give back again to 
the Aſcalonites that Liberty which by Right. 
of War they had loſt, but you cnlarg'd their 
Priviledges to that degree, by the weak In- 


fluence of my Eyes, that from being a Con- 


queror you became a Captive: Theſe were, 
great King, the firit Proofs of that Paſhon 
which you felt for me; but ſince that, what 
have you not done, and what is it that you 
will not undertake for my ſake which yon 
have not? I know that you never propos > 
any thing executed; however, altho* my Va- 
nity is not rais'd to that degree as to deſire the 
Performance of ſuch great Proffers, but that 
leſs ought to content it, yet I dare not 
diſcover it to you, conſidering that 1 have 
ever been unworthy of your former Fa- 
vours, and therefore {hall Rill remain more 


unworthy of theſe latter. Thus that ſhame- 


leſs Princeſs, in ſ{ccmingly oppoſing the 
great delire which thc King had to learn the 
ocalion of her Grief, endeavour'd to rait 
| 
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his Curioſity to the utmoſt Extremity, to the 
end that his Sollicitation ſhould make it ap- 
pear the leſs Criminal, and whatever paſſio- 
nate Expreſſions he made uſe of, yet ſhe would 
never condeſcend to diſcover the Secret to 
lum; until finding, that from his Entrea- 
ties, he began to be in real Paſſion, and to 
uſc his Authority, ſhe judged, that then 
was the proper time to effect her deſign : 
Well then, (ſaid ſhe, letting fall ſome tears) 
{ince you have laid your Comands on me, 
Iwill endeavour to Obey you; but let your 
Majeſty; conſider, if you pleaſe, that it is 
that which obliges me to commit this raſh- 
neſs; and altho I have been guilty in hav- 


ing it ſometimes in my Thoughts, before 1 


diſcovered it to you, yet the Reproach will 


be ſooner caſt upon you than me; ſince | 


have always had as much Diſcretion to Con- 
ceal it, as I have had Preſumption to con- 
ceive it; and that after having judged me 


Criminal, you have not only rene the 
t have 


Conception of thoſe Thoughts ; 
Itkewiſe reſolved, that I ſhall proceed to the 
Execution of them: There is no need, 
that your Arms ſhould add the remaining 


Kingdums of the World to the Empire of 
Apa, to latisfy my Ambition: There is no Þ 


need that Love ſhould render you an I- 


dolater, nor that you ſhould communicate 


your A loration to the whole World on this 
Occaſion : But (there Jaying her Hands over 
Her Eyes, as to hide the Change which ap- 


. Peavey ) permit me to ſet alone upon the 


Throne 
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Throne, and as Sovereign, to diſpoſe of Af- 
fairs of State. Do not believe, continued 
ſhe, with more Aſſurance, than ſhe had be- 
fore made appear, that it is upon any De- 
ſign, that I would hide it from yon: I 
do preſume, ſuchis the Harmony in our Af- 
fections, that what is pleaſing to me, cannot 
be diſagreeable to you: Inſomuch, that 
how Important ſoever may be my Deſigns, 


T would not make Choice of a more Faith- 


ful Companion for the executing thereof, 
than my King and my Spouſe. ' You know 
very well, Dread Sovereign, and Iam going 
to ſpeak it, more for your Glory than for any 
Vanity, I dare pretend to from thence, 
(knowing that it is Impoſſible to be your 
Queen, and not be Endued with more 
than Ordinary Qualities) that I have ap- 
card, Woman as I am, as much above your | 
zencrals in Valour, as my Glory has always 
been beneath yours : Neverthcleſs, I find 
my ſelf left out in the Management of 
Affairs, whilſt thoſe, who have nothing more | 
recommendable in them, but the quality of 
being Men, are Partakcrs of your Secrets,“ 
and have the Advantage of Commanding: 8 
It is this, O Victorious Prince, which trou- 
bles me, and 1t 1s in this that I agree with 
them, who in the Utmoſt of their Praiſes, 
faid aloud, that I had the Heart of a Hero 
in the Shape ot a Woman; but I will add 
further, and ſay, and one that is as capa- 
ble of Governing in the ſame Capacity, as 
any of your Statesmen, or Gentrals. Per- 
Mit! 


1 Prazimene. : 

mit then (Invincible Monarch) that a fe 
Hours put an end to a vaſt Ambition: Let 
me have in my Hands, for ſome few Mo- 
ments, the Reigns of your Sway and Em- 
pire. and give your ſelf the Pleaſure, to ſee 
4 Woman make all the 6ther Kings upon 
Earth Blah ' at the Sovereign Command 
of one Day: It will be a Memorial, both 
Advantagious to you, and Glorious to your 
Empire, when your Nephews ſhall learn, 
that the Reign of the Great Ninus had pro- 
duc'd Women worthy of the Sovereign Au- 
thority, and drawing thence an Admi- 
table Conſequence of fo wonderful an A- 
Aion, ' ſhall ſay, how Excellent and Great 
were the Men of that Age, ſince the Wo- 
men had performed ſuch Noble Actions: 
But above all, you will reſtore Joy and Sa- 
tisfaction to my Mimd, the Sadneſs of which 
has created yours ; you will gratifie me with 
the greateſt Proof, that your Friendſhip 
could honour me withal, and you will ren- 
der your ſelf ſo much the more conſiderable, 
by the Compariſon which ought to be made 
of the Wite to the Husband: But if you 
ſhould deny my Requeſt, promiſe me to en- 
deavour to blot it from your Memory, to the 
end, that I may not joyn to the Shame of a 
Refuſal, an Apprehenſion of Fear to appear 
before your Majeſty, for having deſired what 
you thought fit nor to Grant, and was diſa- 


grecable to you. What needs, ſaid the 


Kine, (having appeared very attentive to her 
Prayer) theſe Perſwaſions? do you make ute 
of 
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of them to Ohtain what you ſo ardently de- 
fire? do you not know, that J had contented 
to it, before I was Informed what it was? 
Perhaps this Requeſt had not been ſo favou- 
e nuably received, had I been Maſter of leſs 
1 Love and Affection; but having for Somirg- 
1 mis ſuch powerful Inclinations, I ſee but 
h by her means, and have Triumpht over ſo 
many Nations, but for Love of her : Let her 
therefore, Enjoy if the pleaſes the Fruits of 
my Labours, and her own ; but it muſt be, 
without having any thought which ſhould 
any wiie Trouble the Enjoyment of it; ſince, 
knowing it to be an Addition to my Glory, 
Iam ſo far from offering her the Poſſeſſion 
with Regret, that I conſent to it with 
as much Ardour as your Deſires, : Yes, 
Dear Semiramis, I will Afﬀſemble all my 
Grandes, and Power, and by a Celebra- 
ted Reſignation of my Autherity, I will 
ſtabliſh yours, in their Pretence; for fo long 
time, as you ſhall tlunk fit, to ſatisfie your 
Generous Ambition: The Term of one Day 
will ſuffce (anſwered the, very readily ) to 
Satiate this Diſorderly Paflion: But, Great 
King, (continucd (he) with an Action more 
| Compos'd and Reſerved) to what Height 
| will my Boldneſs carry me: I ask of you 
a Favour, the Obtaining of which is tcaice 
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to be Imagined, and nevertheleſs, inſtead of! 
endeavouring to govern it, according to your 
Will, I my icli Pretertbe the Limits; Jam 
the Petitioner; and yet give the Directions 
how my Requelt ſhould be granted; my 
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Raſhneſs is too much to bear, and I Con- 
demn it as juſtly, as I have with Confidence 
made it manifeſt to you. Altho' Ninus felt 
within himſelf ſome Alteration, which ſeem- 
ed regugnant to his Promiſe, and that his 
Heart, by Unuſual Throbbs, ſeem'd to Con- 
tradict theſe Aſſurances, which he had given, 
yet his Love notwithſtanding carried him 
above all thoſe Aſſurances and Conſiderati- 
| ons, which thoſe extraordinary Motions, 
had Imprinted in his Mind; ſo that having 


ingaged hisPromiſe,he had no other Thoughts 
than of keeping it; he laid one Hand on her 


Mouth to oblige her to Silence, and immedi- 
ately joy ning his own, teſtify'd by a Lan- 


guage interrupted with Kiſſes, that he would 


no longer hear her pronounce thoſe Words 
of Vanity and Boldneſs; and that he was 
too Glorious in having a Wife who anſwer d 
as well to the Greatneſs of his Affections as 
to that of his Courage and Grandeur: Thoſe 
Careſſes were ſo far from ſoftning the Heart 
of that perfid ious Queen, or that by their 
ſoft Impreſſions any glimpſe of Humanity 


could touch her Soul, that the look d on 


them as importunate; ſo that without the 
Art of diſſembling, of which the was an 
abſolute Proficient, the never had occaſion 
to make any Shew to the Prejudice of her 
Deſigns. Thoſe Lips were ſtill to the great 
Ninus as infectious and peyſon'd Frun , 
which was all that he could gather from 
thence.; and more he could not have met 
wick from his moſt cract Enemies; = 
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without looſing the Impreſſion of thoſe dead- 
ly Sweets, left her with a Reſolution to give 
her all the Proofs of a moſt wonderful Com- 
plaiſance. He caus'd his principal Ofhcers 
and Miniſters of State to aſſemble, and by 
a Diſcourſe which he made to them, and 


which rather ſeem'd to proceed from his 


own Will than from the irregular Deſires of 
the Queen, did declare to them the deſign he 


had to honour her with the moſt Eminent 


Marks and Demonſtrations that were in his 


Power. This was a fair Prologue to his Mis- 


fortune, and to take off from the perfidious 
Semiramis all the Suſpitions, which the de- 


ſire of Reigning might have cauſed that illu- 
ſtrious Aſſembly to have cenſur'd her for, 
had the over-· credulous Ninus given them to 
underſtand that he came to that Reſolu- 
tion only for her Satisfaction, and to gra- 
* tifie her deſire. They were all ſeizd with 
Amazement, and whatever this great Mo- 
narch demanded, there was not one, who 
in the doubt they were in, was capable of 


framing an Anſwer to his Satisfaction: At 
length the Prince propos'd, and came to a 
concluſton by himſelf, and, as if his Will 
declar'd by an abſolute Authority, which 
he was forc'd to make uſe of, bad given 
Liberty to. their Tongues, they almoſt all 
ſeem 'd to applaud his Intentions. Already 
the Report was got amonelt the People of 
the ſtrange Delign the King had taken; every 
one gave his Opinion, ſome one way, ſome 
another, without. ſulpecting or imaging 
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the ſtrange Event it was to produce; but all 
in general were ſtrangely ſurprizd to hear 
that they were going to loſe their Prince, 
without being depriv'd of him by Death, 
or that ſome powerful Enemy had rob'd 
him of his Crown, after having generouſly 
conquer d him. the Day being appoint- 
ed on which he had reſolv'd to diveſt him- 
ſelf, never to be reinttated, Diſpatches were 
{ent throughout the whole Empire, to com- 
mand all the Grandees to be preſent and aſ- 
{ilting at this moſt wonderful Action; and 
before the limited time was expired, one 
might behold in Babylon, where nevertheleſs 
zltho' the Sight was dazled by ſuch Magnifi- 


cent Preparations, yet the Mind remained 
in ſuſpence of what would be the Effect of 


10 ftrange a Recſohnion. Whilſt things are 


innocently preparing for the ately Funerals 
of their King, and that the Throne is adorn- Þ 
ed with the richeſt Ornaments to ſerve Þ 


him for a Bier, the cruc! Scmiramis on her 
part gives Orders, that {he may not fail in 
her Enterpriſe, without all Controverſy, 
that at that time ſhe not only was ſenſible of 
the Attacks of ſome Repentance, but likewiſe 
of Inſpiration, which endeavour'd to divert 
her from executing her Deſigns : She appear'd 
neverthelets conſtant and firm in the Acti- 
on, wherein the Glory ſhe reap'd only 
{hew'd her Infidelity ; and as if that was the 
firlt Aſſault that her Conſcience withſtood, 
10 likewiſe was it the laſt : Let him die, {aid 
the, to ſatisſie wy Love; which certain! 
; mu 
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ſenſible of; but now his Fears were ground- 
leis, ſince the Princeſſes Commands ſo well 
ſuited with his wicked Inclinations. Mer- 


zabane, laid the to him, 1 thall not make uſe 
of a ſet Speech to you, mingicd with Intrea- 
tics, I thall make uſe of my Power, and com- 


mand you to execute à thing where yourInte- 


reſt may anſwer my Satisfaction: there ma- 
kiug a Pauſe, ſhe beheld him, when on a 
inddcn ſhe continued, I ask at your Hands 
the Death of Ninus, to render me Happy; 
an 
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and to clear thoſe Doubts with which your 


Mind ·˖ ſeems to be agitated : I have pitch'd | 


upon yuu to be the Executioner of this Un- 
dertaking, as the only Perſon who is ſtrict- 
ly oblig'd to ſerve me: I perceive you trem- 
ble, and that you will no ſooner be awake- 
ned out of your Aſtoniſhment, than that you 
will intreat to know the Cauſe; but be aſſu- 
red, that your inquiry into any thing, but 
to be inſtructed in the Means how to com- 
pun it, will infinitely leſſen the Obligation. 

hen telling him that ſhe had obtained of 
the King the abſolute Command for ſome 
Hours,and that it was by that means the pre- 
tended to effect her Deſign. She continued in 
theſe Words, I have not exacted from you 
any Words extraordinary, to give me Aſſu- 
rance of your Fidelity; J haves not engag'd 
you to keep it ſecret ſhould your Courage 
fail in the Enterprize, nor have I made ap- 
pear by one ſingle Word, or Action, that I 
diſtruſted Merzabane, well knowing, that 
the Honour I do him, in repoſing that Con- 
fidence, and putting it into his Power to 
ſerve, is a ſufficient Reaſon to render him 
faithful. Obſerve then, (if you have 
Reſolution enough to obey me) Rouze up 
your Courage, and if it anſwers not, to 
what the Attempt requires, or elſe behold a 
Woman execute what the only propos d to 
you ; ſince after your Refuſal, the will have 


need of Admirers, more than of Sbarers with 


her in ſo great an Action. The Corrupted 
Merxabane, during this Diſcourſe, had One 
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by degrees to recollect himſelf: He began to 
conſider, that in two parts of her Diſcourſe, 
ſhe ſcem d to hint at, and mingle her Satis- 
faction with the Intereſt he ought to have 
in the Death of the King. This Thought 
gave him to Underſtand, that the Wicked 
Semiramis, did as good as tell him, altho' ſhe 
did not altogether explain her ſelf, that it 
ut would be for his Advantage, if the Surviv'd 
N- her Husband ; that if he thould miſs of her 
N. & Favour, he would have both the Gods and 
of Men againſt him, and that it was the a- 
ne if lone protected him againſt both; after ha- 
<- Þ ving conſidered then, that by the Exccuticn 
n of fo unheard of an Undertaking, he thould 
"1 Þ find a ſupport, he reſolved to perform it, 
and ſerve himſelf, in ſerving ſuch a Mon- 
4 ſter. Madam, anſwered he, I ſhall not call 
5e to my Aſſiſtance, the Proofs I have always 
given you, of a Fidelity and Equality, of 
I | which, perhaps, you cannot find in any of 
it | your Subjects, throughout the whole Extent 
of your Great Empire: I hope it may ſuf- 
ce, to proteſt to you, that ſuch has been my 
n | Obedience for your Scrvice, that I never ſo 
much as Conſulted my Reaſon, but Blind- 
ed have gone on, and in Anſwer to which, 
your Bounty has always been Unlimited 
towards me; permit me then a little to Com- 
plain, and that I may have the Liberty to 
ſay, that either you have entirely forgot it. 
or that your new Deſigns deprives you of 
all other Remembrance, whilſt that alone 
poſicſies your Thoughts. But, Great Queen, 

without 
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without trifling away of time upon thoſe Tc 
ſtimonies of Sorrow, which cannot be di{ 
pleaſing to you, permit me to diſſemble it 
and that in Licu thercof, I let you ſee a 
Extream Deſire to know what Order I ough 
to obſerve, to Satisfie you, to the end tha 
by Proots altogether apparent, you may b 
obliz'd to own that my Fidelity never had 
any other Object, than your Self: The Quee 
extreamly ſatisfi'd, in hearing that the Reſo 
lution of Merzabane, concurr'd with he 
own, Sweetned the Severity, both of he 
Words and Actions. To Engage him thi 
further in her Service, ſhe declared to him 
the violent Inclinations, which the Merit 
of Meliſtrate had raiſed in her Breaſt, and 
paſſing from thence to other Secrets, diſclo 
cd to him her Mind with as great a Freedem, 
2s if ſhe had been talking of his own. At 
length the told him that the day on which 
Ninus ſhould declare her on his abſolute over 
Dominions, ought to be the fame, in Which 
| the hop'd to put an End to that Power; 

and from having a Companion to reſt it ſole- 


ly in her ſelf, puting Mergabane in hopes 
of the Aſſyrian Crown. She was forc'd to 


have recourſe to Flattery, to ſooth hisVanity, 
in order, throughly to obtain that of him 
which ſhe had been ſo long aiming at, with- 


out giving nevertheleſs any thing, but bare] 


appearance; and without downright pro- 
miſing any Share or Part of the Sovereign 
Command. She ſpoke after that manner 
to him, although ſhe conccal'd the Sincerity 
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of her Mind from him, but in that ſole Point; 
leaſt the Jealouly of ſceing an unknown Per- 
lon, as Meliſtrate was, Seated on one of the 
molt ſplendid Thrones in the World, ſhould 
diſſwade him from obſcrving his Promiſe, or 
at lcaſt ſhould leſſen the Deſire, which he had 
teſtificd with ſo much Fervency and At- 
fection for the Execution ct that fatal Un- 
dertaking; He then ſolemnly proteſted to 
her that he would be the firſt that ſhould give 
the fatal Blow in the Breaſt of his King, and 
promiſed further that he would fill the Court 
ſo full of his Partiſans, that ſhould it come to 
open Force, they ſhould be able to Save and 
Defend themiclves: At laſt the Day equally 
deſired by all, but upon different Accounts, 
arriv'd, and although all the Preparations 
were carried on with an extraordinary Mag- 
nificence, yet what was neceſſary to render 
the Ceremony compleat, was wanting; a 
certain Sad neſs feem'd to reign every where, 
which was of that fort, which ſeems to fore- 
tell ſome unhappy or fatal Accident, inſomuch 
that whatever glittering of Gold and Jewels 
did appear, it ſcem'd to be Tarnii}'d for want 
of a certain Gaiety and Mirth, which uſual- 
ly attend ſuch Ceremonics. In fine, the great 
Hall of the Palace, where this celebrated 
Action was to be perform'd, was open, 
and all plac'd themſelves according to ther 
reſpective Qualities. The Throne was com- 
pos d of a Matter ſo excellent, that in value, 
it excecded the richeſt of Metals; inſomuch 
that ſo extraordinary an ay 

cen 
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becn to no purpoſe, had not the Royal Ma- 
jeſty, which ſet thereon, added to it as a Su- 
perfluity, rather for a Mark of his Grandeur 
than out of any other Neceſſity. In fine, 1 
was cnrich'd with fo great a quantity © 
precious Stones, and they ſo admirably ſet 
and ordered, that it reprefented the Victorics 
and Conqueſts of the great Minus; without 
being able to diſcern, whether it was the 
Matter or the Diamonds, which fram'd thoſe 
pleaſing and agreeable Objects. The Aſcent 
to the Throne was by ten Steps, covered o'er 
with ſo rich a Tapiſtry, that it ſuffices to 
ſet forth the Excellency thereof, in faying, 
that it was a Foot-cloth alone worthy to 
| ſerve the greateſt Prince upon the Earth, 
The Hall covered over with Hangings of 
Gold, continued in divers Colours; the 
| Repreſentation of thoſe Conqueſts of which 
the Throne der be the Beginning, and 
the Sun ſhining through from ſeveral Places, 
upon the lcaſt Reflection made it ſoDazling, 
that one could with difficulty behold them. 
There were Seats covered tomething different 
from the Throne, which were more raiſed, 
where the Kings, wllich were Tributary to 
the AM Hrian Monarchy, uſed to ſeat them- 
ſelves; and when at any time they were pre- 
ſent, although they were with their Crowns 
upon the r Heads, yet they held down their 
Ccepters, inToken that they acknowledged a 
greater and ſupremer Power than their own: 
And although they had the Title of Kings, 
yet had they not tie Diſpoſal and free Qrder- 
ing 
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ing of their Kingdoms. After them, bui 
as diſtant from theirs, as they were from the 
unhappy Ninus, the great Officers of the 
Empire were plac'd, and all along in order, 
the principal Officers of State. About this 
Royal and Majeſtick Aſſembly, were the 
Princes Guards in ſo great a Number, that 
they compos'd eight Ranks, adding by 
that means to the auguſt Mä jeſty of ſuch 
an Aſſembly. The great Ninus mounting 
the Throne with the Crown, and Scepter, 
and Royal Collar, (Ornaments which ſince 
have paſt away to the Afedes and Per ſians) 
when the Rappire of Aſſhyrie ſuffered their 
firſt Revolutions, he perform'd it with a 
Grace ſo Royal, that he had attracted thereby 
the Looks of all 'theBeholders to himſelf, had 
not the fair but perfid ious Semiramrs appear d 
on his left Hand in the ſame Dreſs, in which 
the had perform'd fo many heroick Actions, 
and thereby interrupted the Courſe of their 
firſt Aſtoniſhment tocreate a ſecond yet much 
greater, This Garment, which ſhe had 
newly retaken, and which the had neglected 
ever ſince that Day, wherein Adeli/frate had 
innocently rendred her Criminal, was net- 
ther properly a Man's Habit, nor altogether 
proper to her own Sex, but ſecm'd to be 
composd of both; and to {ay in one Word, 
it came very near to that under which the 
Amazons are deſcribed to us, but fo rich, 
that it was not to be ralued. Her Hair 


winch lung looſe added a marvelous Luſtre, 
but what was More extraordinary, was the 
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Cruelty of her Deſign, with which her 
Eyes and Actions ſeemed to agree, As ſoon 
as the King was Seated, ſhe took her place, 
contrary to her Cuſtom, on the laſt Step of 
the Throne; and as her Preſence created a 
general Silence, he made a Speech, neither 
long nor ſhort, but ſo well Concerted that 
it fully declared his Mind: The greateſt 
and chiefeſt Part of his Diſcourſe was in 
Praiſe of the counterfeit Virtue of his Queen, 
of which he ſpoke more advantagiouſly, than 
of the Bounty of the God's towards him: 
inſomuch that in a few Words he made an 
admirable Panegyrick ; he began with that 
unhappy Inſtance, which he term'd the dear- 
eſt of his Lite, from which he delivered him- 
ſelf with ſo much Paſſion, when he mention- 
ed the incomparable Qualities of the Queen, 
that he thereby diſcovered theSincerity of his 
Heart, and with an affected Eloquence, re- 
citing all thoſe ſeveral Conqueſts in which 
ſhe had ſhared, he Treated her in Terms of 
Heroick, Invincible and Inimitable; he was 


not content to number the Combats ſhe had 


undertaken, the Battels ſhe had gained, and 
the Aſſaults where her Virtue and alone 
Conduct ſerved for Engins to reduce the 
Cities to his Obedience, but likewiſe ap- 
plauded that activeVigilance,that wonderful 
Aſſiduity and Application, the diſpiſing of 
Accommodations, and that moſt commenda- 
ble Severity and Diſcipline ſhe ever practis'd 
in the Camp; the Soundneſs of her Judgment, 
the nightly Watchings and the daily Toils 
were 
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were highly repeated; and to ſay all in one 
Word, he gave ſuch lively Praiſes to all her 
Actions both in general and particular, that 
reprefenting things as acted and perform d 
juſt in the manner he ſpoke of them, 
he gave them I know not what, which was 
more capable of raiſing Admiration, than 
they had been juſt at the Moment that they 
were perform'd. At length he concluded, 
that for an acknowledgment worthy of ſoSig- 
nal and Renowned a Vertue, he could think 
of no other means anſwerable to it, but to 
yield to her for ſome time the Sovereign 
Authority. At theſe words he Conjured 
them that heard him, to conſider, that if 
lo many Perfections centring in a Prince, 


they would not clteem themſelves happy 


to become his Subjects; and thereupon lay= 
ing before them what he had Premeditated, 
he added, that the like Qualities meeting in 
thcPerſon of the generousSemirams,they ought 


to be the more ſatisfied and ready to obe 


her, in that 1t was a miraculous Thing and 
altogether Divine, to fee a Woman ſo ac- 
compliſhd; and that paying their Obedi- 
ence to things Supernatural and Wonderful, 
they ought to hope for and expect a Govern- 


ment more agreeable and perfect. Thus ha- 


ving mingled many Truths with a great ma- 
ny Flatteries, and ſpoke of his Queen many 
admirable and, glorious Things, from the 
very time of her Infancy, but very ſhame- 
tul for her, having ſince ſo diſhonourably 
Degenerated from them, he commanded 
C 2 1 


28 Prazimene. 


them all: to render to her their Obedience 
and . equall to What their Allegiance 
obliged them to ſhew to him. He added 
that he would exempt none from the Com- 
mand he had made, and moreover, that if 
there was any Prerogative, more particular 
belonging to the Aſrians Crown, which 
he had never put in uſe, he intreated them 
to put his fair Queen in Mind of it, to the 
End, that if ſhe was limited to a Time in 
the Function ſhe was going to take upon her, 
yet ſhe might not be limitted in her Power. 
At that offering to riſe from the Throne and 
give place to his Queen, and at the ſame 
time, to give her the royal Ornaments in 
conſequence of her Authority; The perfidi- 
ons Mer abane, to cover, under a Pretence ap- 
parently Juſt, that the execrable Attempt he 
was going to make, and for the better exe- 
cuting of which, he had that day engag'd 
a Traitor who that day mounted the Guards, 
reſe and proteſted that he was too faithful a 
Subject to lus Majeſty, and too affectionate 
to his Countrey, to conſent to a Change 
ſo mare PA ſaying, that Revolutions 
en Matters of State, were a little too dange- 
zous not to grant him Liberty to explain his 
Thoughts upon an Action which was with- 
ont Example, that he ought not to be the firſt 
to ſpeak his Mind on ſo Strange an Act, but 
having obſery'd that none, to whom it did 
more lawfully belong to declare their Opint- 
ons upon 1t, had not the Heart to give a ne- 
ceſſary Remonſtrance thereon ; he had 22 
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ther commit a Fault by his Duty and Affe- 


ction,B than to commit a greater through Fear 
or Complaiſance; that he hoped the Queen 
would pardon him, if he moſt humbly re- 
queſted her Majeſty to exempt him from the 
number of thoſe, over whom the was to 
exercife an abſolute Power; and becauſe he 
would not leſſen her Authority the leſs by ſo 
ſmall a Remiſſneſe, he would retire from 
Court during her ſhort Reign. It was with 
much Pain that Ninzs liſtned to his Words, 
ſince from the very beginning he refas'd to 
lend an Ear, but the Conſequence of the 
Action ſeeming to permit a Liberty altoge- 
ther particular, He ſeem'd to hear intirely 
out the Speech of Merzabane, and although 
he plainly by his Eyes made appear he was 
diſpleasd, notwithitanding he anſwered 
with much Sweetneſs: But when he drew 
near to the End of his Anſwer, he chang'd 
both Tone and Speech, , and Swearing 


not only by the Fire (a Duty the Chaldeans f 


had a particular Reverence for,) but by Adad 
and Atergatis, he did it on purpoſe to put 
an End to theſe Remonſtrances, that others 
by Ins Example might preſume to do; and 
adding that it was not then only, but at 
any other time, thoſe words ſhould not 
have been receiv'd, commanded him not 
to leave the Court, but to pay his Obedience 
to the ſhameleſs Semiramis, equal to what his 
Birth oblig'd him to. At theſe Words lift- 
ing his hands to his Crown, and riſing a ſe- 
cond time from his Throne, he plac'd it on 


3 his 
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bis Queen; then aſcending it again with 
her, he put on her the royal Collar, and 
gave her the Sceptcr, which was reſted on 
a ſtan ennch'd with Diamonds. The Eyes 
of the Court during this Action ſeem'd to 
have attracted to them ſelves all the Functi- 
ons of the other Senſcs. ſo powerfully were 
they taken up with this Sight, ſo that there 


wink with their Eyes, leaſt they ſhould loſe 
the leaſt Circumſtance of it, nor would they 
{carce give themſelves the Liberty of Brea- 
thing; and the Scnſe of Hearing had like- 
wiſe its Part in this great Ceremony, in ſo 
much that the Quickneſs and Vivacity the 
one had to obſerve all was chang'd into the 
Deſire of the other to hear all. Oh ye 
Kings which are raiſcd, and who hold not- 
withſtanding your Dependance on this Em- 
pire, {aid the devefted Ninw, and you 
Princes who from thence take your Origi- 
nal, and you Lords who maintain thcGran- 
dcur of it, you may at this time behold up- 
on the Throne of your King, one in whom 
are all the Excellencies and Wonders met. 
which ever was ſince the Foundation of 
this Monarchy : You may in her behold Ver- 
tue it ſelf, 335 it is your Cuſtom to re- 

reſent her under the form of a Woman. 
15 one Word, you there ſee the admirable 
F mirumis, whote bare Actions have often 
made you futpeet your own Judgments 
as well as your Lyes, in being partakers 
in her Glory; pay her tlicke D es and O- 
biedience 


was not one but was afraid fo much as to! 


you as one of the leaſt of you. In ending 
' theſe Words he took that place the Queen 
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bedience which appertain to the Quality 
the now poſſeſſes; Swear to her the ſame 
Faith and Allegiance, which your Fathers 
heretofore have {wore to my Predeceſſors, and 
which you have likewiſe paid to me; and 
during the little time her Reign may laſt, 
obſerve for her ſo perfect and intire an Obe- 
dience, that if ſuch ſhould be her deſire, that 


it may even exceed what appertains to the 
God's them ſelves. In the Interim, moſt illu- 


ſtrious Aſſembly, conſider me but as a pri- 
vate Perſon, ſince that after having reſign'd 
to her my Power, I would not reſerve to my 
ſelf the leaſt Priviledge, which ſhould ſcem 
like Authority, but only remain amongſt 


had quitted, whilſt in order the Kings, 
Princes, Lords and Officers of that great Ein- 
pire were Sworn to that Fidelity, which is 
due from Subjects to their Sovereign. Semi- 
ramis received them with a Countenance 
very grave, but not with that Aſſurance; for 


lometimes the chang'd Colour, and without 


all doubt ſhe was conſidering that the time 
was come, in which her unjuſt Flames were 


going to be diſcovered. The Ceremony be- 


ing ended, ſhe would undertake to ſpeak, 
but ſhe remain'd as if her Tongue ſtuck to 
the Palate of her Mouth, which ſurpriz d the 
whole Aſſembly in ſeeming to have much to 
lay, and yet could expreſs nothing. This 
Attempt ſhe made four or five times; at laſt, 
My Lords ſaid ſhe, I ſhall not queſtion nor 
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call in doubt that Faith, which you juſt 
now have ſworn to me; I know you are 
too generous to go back from your Allegi- 
ance, which ought to be inviolable after 


Therefore it is, that after having barcly told 
you with aggravating particular Circum- 
mances, I eſteem it to be an exceſs of Cowar- 


are Witneſſes that he has preferr'd his Paſſi- 
ons to your Intereſts: I have now a Right 
to command, by vertue of the Power which 
has reſign'd to me, and the Faith to which 
be you have all Sworn, that by draining his 
Blood, you therein waſh away his Ignominy, 
and the jult Reſentment you ought to have: 
Purge the Throne of this infamous Reproach, 
and that looking no longer on me for the fu- 
ture as a Woman, Know, that by this juſt 
Command, if I have been capable to diſcover 
to the mcanneſs of his Heart, and to make 
you Revenge the Affront that he has offered 
to you, I am infinitely more worthy of Go- 
verning this Empire than himſelt, and for 
whom I have acquired Glory and Renown. 
There the was lilent, and ſeeming to animate 
by her Actions, all thoſe to whom ſhe dirc- 
cted her Diſcourſe. The pitileſs Merabane fol- 
lowed by a Band of Traitors, whom he found 
as caſie to be corrupted as lumſelf, ran with 

1s 


having prom1is'd it in ſo folemn a Manner: 


dice andShame in this Prince, (continued the, 8 
pointing to Ninus,) to have ſo eaſily parted 
with his Crown, to ſatisfie the deſires of a 
Woman; and that he is unworthy of the | 
Throne he has juſt now quitted, ſiuce you | 
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bis Sword drawn towards the unfortunate 
Ninu, and without giving ear to thoſe 
mourning and complaining Accents which 
he uttered, thruſt it into his Body, Thou 
haſt torc'd us, ſaid he, in committing this 
exccrable Parricide to pay a blind Obedience 
to one, who more worthy than thy 
ſelf, does fill the greateſt Throne upon 


Earth; certainly we have a great Reverence 
for thy Commands, ſince having ſuch regard 
to thoſe Duties which thou haſt oblig'd us 
pay to her, we have had no Ears for theſe Com- 
plaints which thou pretendeſt to make a- 


gainſt what the has enjoyn'd us: Die, then: 
fince it is not permitted a Prince to go from 


his Word; for in hindring us from execu- 
ting her Orders, it would not only be. 
refuſing the Requeſt thou madeſt to obey 


her, but a Breach of our Faith which we 
have juſt Sworn. This Diſcourſe was in- 
| tirely ſpoke, but contuſedly heard; for at: 
the ſame that this ſacrilegious Perſon had: 
gave the firſt Blow to his Prince, all'thoſe 
who followed him, run him in at a thouſand: 
Places. Of all the moſt unnatural: and. 
crucl Acts which Hiſtory makes mention of, 
there is not one which ought not to gain: 
Belief, of this prodigious Truth, which is now 
ſet forth, can but find a free Introduction in- 
to the Belief of thoſe that hear it. To betray. a: 
Prince, or make an Attempt upon his Perſon,. 
are Accidents which many times the Corruption 
of an Age may produce. But that a juſt Prince 
{bould loſe his Life at the Feet of his Throne, 
8 amidit 
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amidſt of his Guards and in the Arms of his 
Subjects, and that horrid Sight not excite or 
ſtir them up to revenge it, is not to be be- 
liev'd. Whether then it was, that for ſome ſe- 


cret reaſons unknown to Mankind, the Gods} 


„ tf of the Deſign, or that a ſtupendious 
Aitomiſhment, had ſtupifyed the Souls of 
the Beholders; none offered to defend the 


unhappy Ninus. His Blood guſh'd out upon 


his Murtherous Queen, and yet no effect 
thereof appeared, although at that time per- 
haps a great many deſigns were afoot, and 


it was ſo far from appearing to be an aboni- 
nable Act, that it rather ſeem'd to be a Tri- 
umph prepared for her. The miſerable King] 
ſtill reeking in his Blood, of which his] 


Veins were not quite emptied, his Heart] 


ſtill beating, and his Wounds yet warm, 


the wicked Merzabane ſecured the ſhameleſs 


Semiramis amidſt the Guards of the Deceas d, 


who receriv'd her with applauſe. The Peo- 
ple having heard what was acted at the Pa- 
lace, inet in whole Troops to reaſon, accor- 
ding to their Cuſtom, on ſo extraordinary 
an Accident, and they waited with Inpa- 
tience to ſee the End of it: When theHeralds 
appeared in all the Quarters of Babylon, who 
to appeaſe them in caſe of a riting, gave 
Largeſſes in the Name of the Queen. At 
firſt they cryed in a melancholick Tone, 
Ninus is dead; But preſently diſtributing 
abroad the Largeſſes, they continued with an 
unanimous Voice of Joy, Long Live the 
Queen Srmirams : It this new Way of pro- 

ceeding 
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ceeding ſurpriz d at preſent the People, and 
thereby hindred, what by a longer Conſide- 
ration of the one and the other, might have 
happen'd : It was without all doubt preven- 
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y the extraordinary Bounty of the He- 
ralds ; for their Thoughts of what was paſt, 
was immediately chang'd into praiſcs 
of the Laſt. In the mean time the Grandees 
of the Empire who had innocently aſſiſted 
the Murther of their Sovereign, who quite 
confus'd, were retired to wait with Wonder 
the Event of ſo bloody an Enterprize, and 


who tranſported with fear, lent their Ears 


to the leaſt Noiſe, ſoon came out of they 
| Surpriſe, when they ſaw the People from 


whom they 1magined 
| greateſt Diſturbanc 

rance of it. They diſpoſed themſelves to fol- 
low the preſent Fortune, and to the End that 
they might not by a longer delay of their 


would proceed the 
without any Appea- 


Duty draw upon themſelves the ill Will of her, 
who the Fates by unheard of, and uncom- 
mon ways, had now given them for Sovereign, 
went each in particular to confirm the ſame 
Oath of Fidelity, which in general before they 
had made. Thus thoſe who ſigh'd in their 
Hearts, to ſee their moſt ſacred Laws viola- 
red, the Royal Throne ſtained by an cxecra» 
ble Murther, and the Blood of the grand 
Ninus crying for Vengeance before the 


God's, and Men, agreed with them, whole 


emity Minds ſeemed to breath no lenger 
in under a Government which protected 
theme Now the wicked Semiramis is poſſelt 
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of that Authortiy which ſhe ſo ardently 
wilh'd for, ſhe ſees her ſelf adored by the 
People, and worſhip'd by the Princes her 
her Subjects, inſomuch that now ſhe hopes 
tor all, and apprehends nothing : But how- 
cyer, whoſo takes Fortune for a ſure and 
certain Foundation, are often deceiv'd, and 
that one;hhappineſs is rarely attended with 
another. Hitherto this cruel Queen is ſatis- 


hed with her Succeſs: All things are quiet 


and in Peace in Afyria, and whatever Or- 
ger is carried in her Name, or what Altera- 
tion ſhe makcs in the Empire, all 1s receiv'd 
as coming from a Legitimate Power, the 
{cyeral Governments being continued to the 
one, and the ſeveral Charges aflured rt into 
the other. In a word, the greateſt number 
being content and ſatisſied, the now endea- 
voured to graſp her utmolt deſires. She was 
not delirous to live. for ever abſolute, but 
would have becn content to have ſubmitted 


to her dear Meliſtrate. The Method the had 


taken upon the Account of this deteſtable 
Action was prudent enough, to hinder that 
the Murther of. the King, though known 
to all the Empire beſides, yet ſhould remain 
2 ſecret to that great Perſàn, becauſe the 
world not that he thould know 1t, without 
letting him at the fame time underſtand, 
that what the had done was for the Advance- 
rent of his Grandeur; the would that in 
offering him the Crown, reiterate the offer 
of hcrAft:&tons, and render thereby the law 
ter acceptable by the Gift of the toner 

for 
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for which reaſon ſhe had ordered Guards to be 


plac'd on the Frontiers, to ſtop thoſe Packets, 


who againſt her Intention would undertake- 
to ſend him the News. In Truth it had 
been very difficult to have hindred, that at 
laſt the Report had not reach'd his Know- 
ledge; nevertheleſs as it was altogether her 
Deſire, that he ſhould not remain Ignorant 


| of it, but that he ſhotild know of it as ſhe 


had determin'd, ſhe diſpatch d what required 
diligence, and 1n leſs than four days was 
in a Poſture to make what alteration ſhe 
pleas'd in the Empire, Oronclide, Son to 


Merxabane, was the Perſon ſhe made choice 


of to carry this News: He was Couragious 
and diligent, and withal was poſſeſſor of 
ſeveral other good Qualities, which without 
all doubt had made him paſs for a Perſon 
accomphith'd, had he not been a Branch of 
ſo foul and permcious a Tree. It was in 
fine, his great Defect the being Son to Mer- 
zabane; and as Example often either adorns 
or blaſts Mens Manners, fo what he ever be 
fore his Eyes in the Perſon of his Father, 
had oftentimes made him Derogate from 
his true Courage, but in ſuch a manner that 
it was perceivable, that that Diſorder pro- 
ceeded from a principle of Virtue. This 
Cavalier being then choſe by the Queen 


for an Inſtrument to execute her laſt Deſign, 


che {ent to ſpeak with Merzabane to concert 
it firſt with him; to the end to engage him 
the firmer, the made him. extraordinary 
Carclies, and Beginning her Diſcourſe * 
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the Fidelity of the Father, ſhe continued it 
with Praiſes of the Son; So that by that 
means Oronclide became Inclinable to what 
before his Reaſon ſeem'd toblame and oppoſe. 


He ingag'd him at length in theService of this! 
unjuſt Princeſs, and as his thoughts were a- 


{piripg, he burnt with deſire to ſee himſelf 


in a Capacity to execute her Commands. Þ 1 
You muſt carry this Letter from me, ſaid F 
ſhe, in giving him a Packet, to our Gene- 


ral Meliſtrate, who you mult inform of all 
that 1s paſt ; you may likewiſe add what 
you may judge fit to confirm to him m 

Affection; but omit not to tell him chat! 
have taken the Crown of AHria, only to 
make a preſent thereof to him; yet 
do not believe Oronclide, that theſe Pro- 
miſes ſhall engage me to a Performance ; 
it is a thing of too great a Moment to di- 
veſt my ſelf thereof ſo eaſily: But his 
vain Hopes may blind him, and without 
doubt, the Expectation thereof may brin 

him to Court, where I ſhall have all the Ad- 
vantage that Lov. and Power bought to give 
me over ſuchaMan : That if his Virtue ſhould 
prove too ſecure, or rather, if he ſhould 
make his Obſtinacy, paſs for his Virtue, 
and (ſhould retuſe fo advantagious an Offer, 


make ule of that Power which I have given 


2 and of which you carry apparent 
igns, which none can doubt: Bring him 
with you, by virtue of thoſe which ſhall 


accompany you. after having conſtituted 


Clazimene in his Place. When he ſhall be 
betore 


* 
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before me; perhaps I may make him ſenſible, 
that the diſdain, which would nettle an or- 
dinary Woman, ought not to find me inſenſi- 
ble, and that an exceſs of Love being chang'd 


into an exceſs of Hatred produces ſuch ſtrange 
Effects, that its Conſequences are no other 
than a perpetual Tragedy; inſomuch that 
if my Affection has already perform'd Won- 
ders uncommon and unheard of before, 
my Reſentment will find no leſs a Power. 
| Theſe Words being ended, Oronclide was 
' preſently furniſ{h'd with all things neceflary 


for his Expedition, to take away from the 


Head of his Army a General, he being fo 
enjoyn d by the ſhameleſs Queen; and to diſ- 


patch it with the greater Aſſurance, he took 


with him likewiſe half her Guards: Going 
thus from Babylon, he arrived at length on the 


Frontier of Margenia, a Province then un- 
der the Government of Ba ria, where the 
generons Meliſtrate was fighting, as much 
tor the (ilory of the Aſhrians, as to ſatisfie 
the Juſtice of his Reſentment. Of two Com- 


manders which compos'd theſe Troops, the | 


laſt was the moſt agreeable. He with'd all the 
length of the way, that this excellent Per- 
ſon might not be ſhaken in his vertuous Re- 
{olutions, to the end that he might make a 
Priſoner of the Wonder of the Age. It 
was a generous Ambition, which animated 
him, yet neverthcleſs the Gods approv'd not 
of it, being full of Injuſtice, but protected 
the Innocent by the fame Hand winch 
would have oppreſt hun. As 1oon as 9's 
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clide arrived, AMelifrate cauſe his Armour 
to be taken oft, which he had wore all that 


day in expectation of a general Battel; 


he was recerved by him with all that 
Reſpect and Affability, that a Man of an 
extraordinary Merit ought to have and as 
toon as he underſtood that he was come upon 
tome important Deſign, he gave him all the 
Liberty and Time to diſcourſe in private 
which could be defired. Oronclide havin 

made him aCompliment,preſented him with 
the Letter of Sezziramis, which he could not 
receive but with an nnuſual Emotion; but 
becauſe he would not remain in that Diſ- 
order, which in continuing hinders the effect 
of ones Judgment, he recollected his Senſes, 
and with an Active Eye read theſe Words: 


Semiramis to Meliſtrate, 


At . g you ſhall be ſatisfied, and that 
Glory of which ſo religiouſly proteſs your 
ſelf a Votary, ſhall be entirely yours with- 
out hereafter having it divided between you 
and him, whom your Arms made Triumph; 
forget the Art of Crowning others, and ga- 
ther no more Lawrels than to Crown your 
ſelf. The time is come, ſo that that ſecret 
Influence you have had over my Heart, my 
Love and Courage have created that 
which you ought to exerciſe over the A- 
rians; tortifie not your ſelf. with reaſons 
to make you incredulous; It may ſuffice to 
know the exceſs of my Aftection, to judge of 
the greatneſs of my Undertaking. MNinzs 2 
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dead, and is it Meliftrate has catiſed it by the 
hands of Semiramis. But why ſhould my Let- 
ter diſcover to you ſo Strange an adventure, 
fince have I may other deſigns. Learn then 
Meliſtrate this r from the Publick 


Voice. Let the Aſtoniſhment of a whole _ 


Empire, and the Murmures of the whole 
World inform you of it; ſuch is my Delire, 
ſince at the ſame time it will become unde- 
niable Witneſſes of wy Paſſion ; But alas, 
to what extremities do I ſee my ſelf reduc dl 
All Bloody with the Murther of /Vinzs, I ad- 
dreſs my ſelf to the Murtherer of Semiramis, 
as if it were likely, that this cruel Cou- 
rage could be mollified: At leaſt dear Con- 
queror, if I am not acceptable of my ſelf, 


let me become: agreeable by virtue of my 


preſent: Conſider me not a Princeſs inLove, 
but as a Queen that is altogether abſolute z 
who tenders to you the Sovereignty over her, 
and her Dominious. Nevertheleſs, let not 
this Reſolution ſo eaſie and neceſſary ſerve 
for a Colour to deceive me; conſider on 
this Subject, but do it quickly; condemn 
my Undertaking alone,but applaud it joyn'd 
with my Love. Thus, dear Meliſtrate, you 
will be raiſed to that Point, to which your 
merit ought to have called you long ſince; 
and thus your Semiramis being rendred hap- 
py, will defie the Gods to trouble her Re- 
pole and Content, ſince being in the Armes 
of her Meliſtrate, ſhe will imagine her ſelf 
man Azilow, which they dare not violate 
without being unjuſt, and without afſault- 

ing 
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ing a Hero who is as worthy of being dei- 
hed as themſelycs, | 


Melitrate contus'd to the utmoſt, let fall 
the Letter before he had read it out; never 


had any thing that had at any time hap- if 


pened to him, cauſed fuch an Amazement 
as now he found himſelf in; he bluſh'd, and 
then grew Pale at one and the ſame time, and 
a Chillineſs coming over him, he Trembled 
through Grief and Rage; at length coming 
to himſelf, he took up that fatal Paper, and 
calming his troubled Mind read it over 
{everal times to comprehend the Senſe of it; 
but finding it to anſwer his firſt Appre- 
henſion, he was ſeiz d with ſuch a Horror, 
that he would not allow himſelf time to 
conſider on the Circumſtances, Gods, cryed 
he, in beholding Oronclide with an angry 
Brow, and tearing the bloody Letter in a 
thouſand Pieces, Is it poſſible that the great- 
eſt Conqueror of all Ages has loſt his Life 
by the molt ſhameleſs of her Sex! Shall! 
give faith to an Action ſo diſtant from Na- 
ture, and ſhall I believe that ſo fair a Sex 


could be guilty of ſuch deteſtable Deſigns! 
But good Gods, can I yet imagine that after 
having commit infamous a Treaſon, 
ou would permit the Author to triumph in 
it! ſo much that beſides the Murther of her 
Husband and King, the cruel Semiramis 
Blaſphemes againſt your Power. Gods 
ye know whether I conſented to it, or it 
my Sentiments reach'd this Sacrilegious 


Act; ye have ſeen how I have ever rejected 
thoic 
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hoſe infamous P'ropoſitions, which this 
Monſter of Impurity have often made me. 
ou know how much 1n regard to her my 
reſpects have been ſecure, and my Civilities 
all of difdain, and yet a flight in me fo 
Legitimate, has not extinguiſh'd thoſe un- 
all Flames of her Love; and inſtead of 
ouring her Rage and Hatred upon me, as 
deſpis'd Lovers commonly are usd to do, 
ſhe has cauſed him to feel its effects, who 
for having too indulgent an Affection for 
her, gave her the Opportunity to execute 
her Deſigns. Ye Protectors of Innocency, 
revenge this Parricide which obliged the 
Earth to murmur againſt Heaven; ſhew that 
you have permitted it for Reaſons unknown 
tous. But for other Reaſons apparent that 
you will puniſh that execrable Wretch who 
had fram d fo horrible a Reſolution. In a 
word, revenge the Oftence committed a- 
gainſt you, in the Perſon of him, who did 
not only belong to you as your repreſenta- 
tive amongſt Men, but as drawing his Birth 
from you; puniſh this Sacrilegious Affront 
which this Woman has committed, in da- 
ring to make a Compariſon of the worth- 
leſs Meliſtrate to your Supream Majeſties un- 
heard of Bla ſphemies, monſtrous Impieties. 
That Thunder, which ordinarily falls on 
the Heads of the moſt Sacrilegious, was 
not tram'd for you, other infinitely more 
ngorous ought to be forg'd to anſwer the 
Enormity of ſuch an Action. And you the 
molt infamous of Men, continued he, ſpea- 
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king to the Meſſenger of this fatal Writing 
has the Heavens created you ſo Illuſtriou 
to become the Miniſter of ſo much Perfidi- 
ouſneſs; one of ſo eminent a Birth as you 
are, and yet one that is greater by lis own 
brave Actions, could you ſo little underſtand 
your ſelf, as to become on a ſuddain, either 
the Murtherer of your Prince, or the Accom- 


plice of his Death, and not ſatisfy d by ſo 
foul an Action , but muſt ou your {elf 


ſpread the News of it in all Parts? Alas! 
Should this be true, as you oblige me, to be- 
lieve, ſome powerful — by Violence has 
forc d you to comply with what heretofore 

our generous Inclinations made you detelt, 

ecollect your ſelf Oronclide, and by an ex- 
tream Satisfaction, teſtifie an extream Re- 
pentance; let us joyn together as well to 
ask the Reaſon of this Parricide, as to divert 
that Storm which ought not only to reach 
the wicked and ſhameleſs Semiramis, but 
you allo if you further perſiſt in this dete. 

able Service. I do not eaſily Repent, ſaid 
Oronclide, or rather I never Repent, for that 
I never undertake any thing but what I have 


known before, if what I undertake is rea- 


ſonable; ſo that after my Reſolution, all 
Advice is indifferent to me. But let us leave 


theſe Diſcourſes of Faults and Repentance 


to the M niſters of our Gods, to whom a- 
lone it belongs to Counſel and Adviſe on 
thoſe Subjects; and let us ſpeak of the prin- 
CipalOccaſion of my coming hither : Therc- 
upon changing his Tone, and aſſuming one 
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ore reſpectful, he continued ; The Death of 
he great Ninus is a thing done, ſo that all 
our Reſentment will not ſerve to recal lim; 
o be afraid of that puniſhment which you 
hreaten the Authors of his Death, I can 
„, with a great deal Reaſon that 1 dread it 
ot, ſince without excuſing my ſelf, I knew 
nothing of it, till after the Blow was given; 
ind that the God's being juſt would diſtid- 
uiſh from the Guilty, a Perſon who never 
onſented to ſo barbarous a Deſign, much 


"Meſs for the Peril than for the Injuſtice. 


Can you blame me for ſiding with her, 
whom the general Conſent maintains in 


che Throne? No ſarely being aſſured, that 


the Voice of the People is the Voice 
of the Gods; and that if they will punith 
the Queen, they will at leaft permit her till 
then to remain the Governeſs of the Em- 
pire, otherwiſe they would have ſuffered 
all Aria to riſe up againſt her, and I ſhould 
then have Sided with the juſter Party: Let 
us ſubmit then to their immortal Wills, and 
leaving the things as by them ordained, let 
us conform to that Obedience which is their 
due. As for you, it is without Controver- 
ly that you will gain more than all the reſt 
of the Aſſyrians, ſince the Affecton of the 
Queen obliges her to offer that, which altho* 
a Stranger, yet the greateſt Prince amongſt 
us dared not to pretend to: you have but to 
return Love for Love to make you the great- 
eſt King upon Earth. What, W 
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Meliſtrate, if you have not degenerate 
from that Vertue, of which you have give 
ſo many Proots, in clearing your ſelf fron 
the deteſtable Conſpiracy againſt the Lit 
of the great Ninus, will you now degenerat 
in executing the infamousCommiſſions, tha 
this ſhameleſs Princeſs have given you? Wil 
you ſerve her in that mean Quality, which 
thoſe ſervile Perſons, whoſe Fortunes alone 
depend upon the Court, are forc'd to ſubmit 
to? This is no more anſwering what I har: 
propos'd,than it is the Queen's Letter, baugh- 
tily reply'd Oronclide, riſing from his Seat; 
and ſo far are you from it, that for Anſwe 
you have nothing but remonſtrances and in- 
zurious Words. Ceaſe, I beſeech you, theſ 
Exclamations, and reſolve me on the Point, 
to the end I may finiſh what I have in my 
Power. Traytor, cry'd the tranſported Me. 
lizrate, think not that your pernicious Per- 
ſwaſions {hall be capable to alter the Purity 
of my Deſigns: That Crown which you 
offer me on the behalf of your deteſted Mi 
ſtreſs thall never oblige me to conſent. What 
ſhall I eſtabliſh my Greatneſs on the Loſs 
of ſo good a Prince? What ſhall I Rain his 
Bed by thoſe fatal Embraces, the deſire of 
which it ſeems has caus'd his Death; rathcr 
tet me periſh a thouſand times, than be one 
Moment unreſolved what I ought to do. 


Return, infamous Wretch, return, and tell 

the Queen, whole Wicked Ambaſladour you 

are, that ſhe may loſe her hope: Tell 

her boldly that 1 will Side with the 92 
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and that L will ſerve as a Torch to inflame 
the whole Univerle againſt her. If they have 
T thought fit that againſt my Inclination. Ithould 
prove the innocent Cauſe of the Murther of 
the great Ninzs, they have likewiſe deter- 
min'd, that I ſhall be by my own conſent, 


the Revenger of the unheard of Crime com- 


mitted on his Perſon. Oronclide having 
but very ſlightly perſwaded eli/trate, for 
fear leaſt he ſhould at laſt have yielded to 
the Queen's commands, '1n private would 
have applauded fo generous as well as a juſt 
Refuſai, bad it not been ſeconded wit! fome 
outragious Words, which had ſo pow<crful- 
ly- netled him, that he became inflam'd 
with Anger, he made no anſwer to the lat- 
ter Threats ; he d1d put his Head but out of 
his Tent to call his Attendants, who waited 
at a diſtance, and having commanded them 
to ſeize upon Meli rate, his Command was 
executed with ſpeed ; but they only made 
themſelves Maſters of his Body, for his Mind 
was freer than ever; or rather engaged in 
a more agreeable Priſon, and ſo had no 
Part in this new Captivity. Oronclide fore- 
ſeeing that 3 rvants ſpreading 
amongſt the Soldiers the Noiſe of his Sei- 
zing, would infallibly cauſe ſome Difor- 
der, if he did not forthwith put a Remedy 
to it, haſtned to prevent it, he went 
to the Camp to the chief Captains and Of- 
ficers of the Army, Ind having ſent to 
thoſe which were leſs conſiderable amongſt 
them, he told ſome, and cauſed it to be told 

to 
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to others, that he had a very ſpecial Commiſſi- 
on, but that he could not communicate it 
to them, until they were all aſſembled at 
Clazamene**Quarters, where he appointed the 
Rendevous. Although they were very much 
Altonith'd,not ſeeing their General, yet they 
diſpos'd themſelves to hear. The firſt 
thing that Oronclide did was to cauſe 
his Diſpatches to be read, by which 
they underſtood that Ninus had command- 
ed him to ſeize upon /Melijtrate, he being 
attainted of ſome great Crime, and to con- 
duct him to Babylon, to anſwer to thoſe 
Accuſations which ſhould be objected againk 
him. This Power appearing 1n 1ts neceſſa- 
ry Form to be executed without Contradi- 
&tion, mightily treubled the Aſſembly, who 
had always, in the Perſon of their General, 
ſo exemplary a Fidelity, and ſo zealouſly 
Affected for the Service of the Empire, know 
not how to believe what they ſaw, not giv- 
ing Credit to any thing to. his Prejudice ; 
yet being obedient, ſuffercd him to be in 
the Hands of Oronclide, to do with him what 
he was enjoyned: Thus the Cunning Semi- 
ramis had d iſpoſed her Affairs, which were 
to ſucceed the Murther of the King, that 
writing to her General as Quecu, yet ihe 
wrote to others as King; ſo that if her 
Letter had not Power criough to prevall 
with this brave Man to yield to her. Inicn- 
tions; the Command, wtich undcr the 


Name of Nizzs 1the addtehd to thoſe who 
had command under him, could nct tail 
101 


of making lim fall into ber Vower : 
x n ; 
4 


Prazuimene. 43 


had ſhe ſpared for preſents, with recommen- 

ding ſecrecy to the Guards which attended 
Oronclide, nor did ſhe fail to let them be 

continued for ſome time upon the Frontiers, 

which ſhe had appointed to be there, 
to hinder the News from ſpreading to the 

Army, of her unnatural Action. Oronclide 
to take oft all means from any ones taking 
leave of the Priſoner, leaſt it might thereby 
be diſcovered, reſolved to part forthwith, at- 
ter haying declared Clazamene General in 
Meliſtrates Place, and delivered him his 
Commiſſion. Taking then leave of the Chiefs, 
he enjoyn d them in the King's Name every 
one to retire to his Quarters, to the end. 
that they might. hinder the Soldiers, of 


whom, the generous Meliſtrate was called 
the Father, from, Munitying to fave him. 


He return d then to the Tent of that unhap- 
py Cavalier, where finding him bound like 
a Criminal, the Sight thereof prov'd a 
Blow, which made no ſlight Impreſſion in 
bim: In effect, it was very ſtrange to fee 
the molt accompliſhd of Men, treated like 
the moſt Criminal; but yet what was more 
wonderful was, that amidſt the Confuſion, 
in which apparently 99+ e ought to be, 
Ins Virtue caſt ſuch lively Rays that in ſpight 
of all, it triumph'd over his Misfortunes, 
and ſure what Enemy ſoever, it was impol- 
lible that he ſhould not regret the Mite- 
ry of him againſt whom he 1s animated, if 
he conſiders his merit. Oronclide did not 


make appcar the lively Reſentment which 
D | preſt 
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preſt him, and althongh the Night was far 
advanc'd, he departed without taking one 


Minutes Repoſe.On the way he mednated on 


the injurious Reproaches which Mel iſtrate 
had caſt on him, which exaſperated him, in- 
Jomuch that all the Morning following, he 
loft that Regret which he had conceived in 
ſeeing him ſo ill afed'; nevertheleſs conſi- 
dering afterwards of the Motives of thoſe 
outragious Words, his Anger abated fo 
much, that he began to be ſenſible of the 
Juſtice of them; he was aſhamed that he 
had mingled with a great Enterprize an in- 


famous Piece of Service, and regard ing the 


Words of Traitor and Perfidious, but ſpo- 
ken in Reference to the Action, he acknow- 
tedged himſelf ſuch as Aeliſtrate had named 
him. He has Courage, faid he to himielf, 
to undertake the moſt difficult Enterprizes, 
but in acting of grrat Deſigns to compaſs 
them by a criminal Execution, is ſhameful: 


What does it ſignifie to me, to have brought 


Afeliſtrate away from the Head of his Army, 
where none but my ſelf had had the Courage 
to take him? Since it is true that his Soldi. 
ers Fight more becauſe that they are Com- 
manded by him, then for the Service of their 
Country. If it he to Sacrifice him, to the 
revenge of an exaſperated Queen, or to de- 
liver him up to her ſhameleſs Embraces, 
Gods, what have I done, have I lent my 
Hand toſuch an ignominious Piece of Cowar- 
diſe? By what ſignal Action hereafter ſpall 
I bc able to blot out the ill Name and 
| Reflection 
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Reflection that this will procute me, or how 
can I waſh away this Stain which has thus 
blaſted my Fame and Honour, Pardon my 
Blindneſs great Prince, and believe that in 
ſeeking to betray you, I have betrayed my 
ſelf : Iwill at leaſt follow your Advice, and 
by that timely Satisfaction, I may perhaps 
Skreen my Fault from thoſe Reproaches 
it deſerves. At theſe Words, compoſing his 
Countenance as well as he could, he toon 
overtook his Company, which had conti- 
nued Marching, whilſt he was meditating 
on ſo juſt a Cauſe; and every one making 
way for him through Reſpect; he drew near 
to the Priſoner, upoh whoſe Face he had 


no ſooner caſt his Eyes, but he obſcrv'd an 


admirable Tranquility and Sedateneſs. 
Perhaps, ſaid he ſoftly, and wonderfully 
moved at ſogreat a Reſignation, you believe 
that I am very much ſatisfied in having 
reduc'd you to this Condition; but would 
it might pleaſe our Gods Meliſtrate, that 
you could ſee my Heart poſſeſt, as it is at 
preſent, with thatRegret which afflicts it, you 
would then find, that what I have acted was 
by Duty, and that for any other Conſiderati- 
on I had never taken it: Oronclide, anſwered 
the Priſoner, I make no Judgment on this 
Action, I leave that to your ſelf, knowing 
well that if you commit any ill thing, you 
have this Advantage, not to do it through 
Ignorance; and tor certain I had never 
murmur d againſt you, if I had not known 
your Value; but dag truely ſenlible there. 
5 2 ot, 
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of, Ifound my ſelf oblig'd, without conſidering 
any otherIntercſt than your own, to reproach 
you ; when knew. that bare Remonſtranccs 
were of no Prevalency againſt the Charm 


which ſeduc'd you: Vain Charm, inter- 


rupted Oronclide, whoſe Power is already va- 
milh'd. Surely dear Meliſtrate, my Eyes are 
now open, and I am obliged to your Con- 
ſtancy for it, from whence I have learn'd, 
That there, is no Duty can oblige us to 
things ſo remote from Reaſon and Virtue:; 
I. was going to looſe my {elf Infallibly, and 
that Greatneſs, to the enjoyment of which 
I was but juſt now arrived, had obtained 
the Title of Honourable, but only amongjt 
thoſe Perſons who for Favour flatters: Since 
in effect, IL was entering into a Way full of 
Infamy, but I have found in the Perſon of 
him, upcn whoſe fall I have founded an un- 
happy Hope, a Tutelar God, who has redreſs'd 
my 1gnominious Footſteps. I will this 
Night give you ſome prodfs, that from your 
Pardon I may oblige you to become my 
Friend. 1 render you thanks ye immorta! 
Powers, diſcreetly ſaid the Priſoner, that 
ye have been pleas d to reclaim one of your 
moſt Illuſtrious Maſtcr-pieces, and to bring 
him once more to his own naturalGenerofity, 
which by the blackeit Malice in the World, 
had made him degencrate. Thenon a ſudden, 
addreſſing himſelf to Oronclide, It ſuffices 
that you have ſuch good Intentions, be not 
concern d, to find out the means to add a 
further Confirmation: This Acknowledg- 

ment 
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ment appears to me ſo real, and fo pare, 
that even the Effect can be but a Superfluity; 
will go, vertuous Oronclide,- and preſent 
my ſelf to the unjuſt Semiramis, and thereby 
ditengaging you from your Duty to her, I 
will alone ſuffer all that Puniſhment ſhe can 
inflict, rather than conſent to her pernitiotis 
Aﬀcctions. I folemuly protelt it in the pre- 
jence of the Gods, and before you, that it 
ſhall be to expoſe, to the whole World, ler 
Incontinencies and Sacriledges, and to ex- 
aſperate the People, that they might rid the 
World of ſuch a Monſter; that jt neverthe- 
leſs, that ſo good a Deſign ſhould be pre- 
vented by her Perfidiouſnels, and it {hou!d be 
rendred void, I ſhalt be ſatisfied in haviirs; 
undertaken much, although 1 ſhonld cxe- 
cute but. little. Oronchide had made an anfivcr, 
and endeavoured to divert that difficult Re- 
folution if he had had time; but being 
arrived at their Inn at thc ending of thoie 
Words, he forbore till after Supper. To ſay 
Truth, Meliſtrate was treated quite different 
from what he could have expected; for tlie 
Guards ſecing their Commander leſsRigorous 
became lets Inſolent, ſo that he might have 
ia1d that he was at Liberty, without en joy- 
ing of it. Oronclide being then willing to 
thew ſome proofs of his Repentance, and 
of that ſtrict Confidence that he defird 
might be between them, after having given 
ſuch order to his Attendants, as he judgd 
neceſſary, conjured him that from that time 
they might have but one Bed; and Meli- 
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ſtrate conſidering, that too exact a Civility 
being affected, does often eſtrange the Will, 
conſented to it in certain Words, which 
lufficiently expreſt how much he cſteemd 
that Obligation. This generous Enemy having 
not forgot in what Manner their Diſcourſe 
ended upon the Road; to oblige the other 
to ſpeak, ſaid, you know very well that 
you propos d to me upon my arrival at the 
Camp, where I comitted that great Fault in 
making you Priſoner to the wicked Semira- 
mis, that I ought to retrieve my declining 
Honour, by joymng with you to ſprinkle 
the Tomb of the great Niuus with the Blood 
of that deteſtable Monſter ; and yet you 
take a quite contxary way, diſpoſing your 
{clf to go and ſubmit to the Hazard and 
Danger of her treacherous Deſigns : Change 
2 Prince this Reſolution, and conſi- 

er that I will not engage you now in any 
Enterprize, but what you have already 
done; for my part I intirely devote my 
ſelf to it, to the End, that this Revenge 
may be ſo publicx, that the Remembrance 
thereof may continue to all Poſterity. Is it 
then true Oronclide, ſaid Meliſtrate, in em- 
bracing him, that this day your Sentiments 
are contrary to thoſe of Yeſterday ? Alas, if 
it is true, How advantagious has my Miſ- 
fortune been to me? But I commit an Ot 
fence in ſeeming to doubt; I moſt certain- 
ly believe it, and only am aſtoniſhd be- 
cauſe it is very difficult, that a Change ſo 
remarkable ſhould happen in fo little * 
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And ſince you make your Reſolution mine, 
Y fivear to you-by all I hold molt Dear, that 
is to ſay. by the loft Præximene, (there he 
gave Liberty to a few Sighs which hindred 
his Diſcourſe,) that I will follow all fuck 
Orders as you ſhall judge neceſſary for this 
Undertaking: And I, purſued Oronclide with 
{o much Affection, that the Tears burſt from 
his Eyes, and fell upon one of /Meliffrne's 
Hands which he held; I {wear by your ſelf, 
as the faireſtExample I have to make me love 
Vertue, that I will give you ſuch Proofs of a 
Friendſhip fo pure, and an Obedience ſo in- 
tire, that you ſhall never have any Reaſon 
to repent your faving me from a Precipice, 
into which Ambition had puin'd me; and it 
that is not ſufficient, 1 ſwear to you by that. 
Fire which we adore, and I fear not thus to 
confirm to you my Affections; ſince it is true 
that the Honour of poſſeſſing your Friendſhip 
hereafter will become all my deſire. Oro 
clide, ho found that all manner of Language 
fell infinitely ſhort of his Thoughts, was 
contented in few Words to explain his truc 
Sentunents: He ceas'd then to ſpeak, and 
aſſuring himſelf that Meliſtrate was going, 
to return an Anſwer, was diſpos d to admire 
him; but he was much ſurpriz'd at the Si- 
lence that Prince obſery'd; fo that: having 
but- two things in his Opinion that could 
cauſe it, he wondred at ſo ſudden a Sleep, 
or at ſo ſudden a Diſdain; yet it was a con- 
trary Effect which cauſed it: The bare name 
oi Prazimene, which this generous Lover had 
| "Wo uttered, 
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attered, made ſuch an Impreſſion, on his 
Mind, which made him forget himdelf ; his 
Senſes taviſh'd by fo ſweet a Remembrance 
abandoned their ordinary Functions, to give 
Liberty to his Thoughts to act entirely on 
ſo worthy a Subject; and. this Extaſy ſur- 
priz d him fo ſuddenly, that he feem'd to 
- ceaſe to live, or at leaſt that he was fallen 
under the Power of fome wondcrful En- 
chantment, and moſt certain it was the 
only comfort which remain'd in his Affli— 
ctione, and by the Afliſtance of which he 
Had ſupported the greateſt of lis Misfortunes: 
After that he had gratified himſelf with 
tuch pleaſing Thoughts for Recompence of 
tuch Favour, it ſelf did him the worſt Office, 
that it was capable of: It put before his 
Eyes that Prenceſs, adorn'd with thoſe ad- 
mirable Charms, which inceſſantly accom- 
panied her; it repreſented her to his View 
with that Swectneſs, yet filled with Majeſty, 
and thoſe innocent Careffes in; which the. 
eloried to gratihe her Love; but at the ſame 
time it preſented her as abſent. Moſt. ado- 
rable Prazimene, cryed he, withoutthinking 
of the Anſwer which he was oblig'd to make, 
what Swcetnels, and yet Cruelty, do you. 
exerciſe over me at the ſame time? What 
fay I, alas, could I thus confound thoſe times 
lo d fterent the one from the other? No, I re- 
prove my ſelf with juſtice; ſince it is true, 
that you have beſtowed upon me all that 
Happineſs which exceeds by much imagina- 
tion it ſelf, without ever having a Deſign 
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nute, wguld never ſubmit to what the Chy- 
mrzeons directed; No, anſwered he, (in 
holding the faireſt Hand in the World) what 
Reaſons ſoever you can alledge, I find them 
all but weak; you affare me, that my Life 
is in danger, wherefore then will you en- 


dcavour to abridge it, by ſeparating me 
from my better part, my Soul? If I mult 
dye, permit me to dye with Pleaſure be- 
tween the Armes of this Princeſs, rather 
than with Pain in yours: Scarce have I 
found her but you would take her away, to- 
make way for your Remedies. Alas, can ! 
have any more Sovereign than what ſhe 
brings; for if ſhe knows well how to wound, 
molt certainly the knows well how to cure 
thoſe Wounds the makes: And if the cures 
not all thoſe the hurts or puts in danger, 1t 
is becauſe Meliſtrate alone is worthy to be 
wounded and cur d by her. Take not then 
this needleſs Care, I find already that my 
Blood ſtops, ſince ſhe has teſtified, that it's 
Courſe was dilpleaſing to her. Although 
he endearour'd to overcome that Weakneſs, 
which preſt hun, yet he had not Strength 
enough, but was forc'd to ſubmit to it. Then 
it was, that the Chyrurgeon took his time to 
apply his firſt Remedres,, or otherwiſe he 
would never have ſuſtered that the diſconſo- 
late Prazimene had given place: She and the 
enerous Oronclide, received a great deal of 
.onfolation, when they underſtood that the 
Situation of the Wound rendred it in no 
ways dangerous, and if any Accident haps 
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pened, of which there was no appearance, 
it would only be occaſioned by the loſs of 
Blood: They had juft made an end of bind. 
ing up the Wound, when for the ſecond 
time he came to bimſelf; and becauſe the 
Princeſs had underſtood that it would be pre- 
judicial to lym to ſpeak tor ſome Hours; at 
the firſt Word which he offered to ſpeak, 
{the laid her Hand on his Mouth, and com- 
manded him to be ſilent. It is with a great 
Regret, ſaid ſhe to him, that I ſee my {elf 
oblig'd not to diſcourſe with you, when! 
have 10 much to ſay, but ſince to preſerve 
me a greater Good, I muſt deprive my felt 
of this little ſatisfaction ; imitate me I be- 
ſeech you, and know that you can at pie- 
lent give me nothing more agreeable than 
your Silence. You command me a thing, 
anſwered he, with a low Voice, which 1 
.can hardly obey ; to have loſt you ſo many 
Ages, and not daring to open my Mouth 
to underſtand where you have been, 
during ſo long an Abſence; to have found 
you, and not dare to enquire the means the 
ods have made uſe of, to heap on me the 
reateſt Bleſſing TI could hope for from their 
ounty : At laſt to find my ſelf near you, 
without teſtifying the excels of my Joy, 
and as from the moſt unfortunate of Men, 
you have made me the moſt happy; 13 it not 
to ordain me Regrets amidſt the higheſt of 
my Delights? And on my Part, added the 
Princeſs, in letting fall tome Tears, is it 
not to dye of a like Regret, in the ſofteſt 
$i Moment 
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to withdraw it from me, and that the Ma 
lice of thoſe which have occaſioned our ſe- 
paration, do ſenſibly make you a Partner in 
my Griefs: Then changing of Diſcourſe 
and Thought, he remembred himſelf of 
Oronclide; If you blame this Tranſport, ſaid 
he, in embracing him, you may of right do 
it, ſince your mind is ſtill maſter of that Li- 
berty, which mine hereaftcr muſt be a Stran- 
ger to; theſe extaſies which make me extra- 
vagant in the midſt of my moſt ſerious 
Thoughts, theſe Complaints, theſe Tears and 
Sighs, which ftop me where the continua- 
tion is abſolutely neceſſary, teſtifie what dif- 
ference there is in my Life, which obcys 
two Maſters, Love and Glory, to yours“ 
which never was divided, but 1ntirely ſub- 
mitted to Generoſity: But know Oronclide, 
that you are in an Age in which without 
all doubt, you muſt have been ſenſible of 
Love; ſince then it is of neceſſity to happen 
to you, know in good time, that Love is a 
great good, in Compariſon of many III, 
and endeavour to let my Example oblige you 
to be more obſervant in a- Courſe where the 
Recompence is uncertainz--but the Toyl and 
Pains moſt certain; but ought I by a ſmall. 
Jeſtimony of my Griefs, ge you appreben- 
ſions of what you--ought e'r- long to fol- 
low ? No, no, Oronclide, be not allarm'd at 
10 tmall a thing, ſtay to acknowledge the 
Truth of my Words, by the certain tiuth 
ot your Torments: Pleaſing Torments it 
they are cauſed by a glortous Subject, but- 
#6 D 5 adorable 
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adorable if you participate them with he 
who created them, as I do mine. Oronclid 
perceiving by the changing of the Diſcourte 
that he ſhould infallably lay a conſtraint up- 
on Mieliſtrate, ſhould he oblige him to retak: 
that winch he had but juſt quitted, would 
promote it no further. This Complaiſant 
Confideration -joyn'd with the Deſign be 
had to ſet his Friend at Liberty, the Execu- 
tion of which muſt be perform'd in fey 
Hours, was the cauſe that he ſpoke but few 
Words more, in which he frankly told him 
what he had reſolved to do; he gave him 
the Good Night : Whether it was that Me- 
Jiftrate was aſſured of Oronelide's Civility by 
this Jaſt Compliment, or the Toi] of fo ma- 
ny days reduc'd to the laſt Point by what 
he had fuftered; and in belief of his Priſon, 
or by the unheard of Parricide committed on 
the Perſon of the great Ninus, provok d him 
to Sleep, inſomuch that he only returned 
the ſane Comphment which Oronclide had 
juſt made him. They were in the heigth 
of their Sleep, if it may properly be fo ſaid 
of Perſons whoſe Minds are difturb'd, when 
the Prince ſtarting on a ſudden, cryd 
cut he was killed. Orenclidc, ſaid he, it is 
done, and the murtherous Qucen, who had 


ctiargd you with my Ruin, diſtruſtful of 
vour Vertue, has performd by another 
Hand, what you were to cxccate. I dye 
dear Friend, but I dye with regret ; for that 
it has not been in iny Power to render you 
any Scryice, for ſo much Aftection Fu 
1ave 
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have beſtow ' d upon me; and I dye with de- 
ſpair for not having recovered my Præri- 
mene, or not to have reveng'd her death, if 
that the CGiods have ſo permitted it: Oronclide 
being awaked by theſe mournful Words, 
threw himſelf out of Bed, and running to 
his Arms cryed out for Lights; he return d 
immediately towards Meliſtrate, and asking 
bim, if it was true that bis Life was attemp- 
ted, or if it was not the effect of ſome 
Dream: He was interrupted by a delicate 
ſweet Voice which uttered theſe Words; Ts 
it to you dear Prince, that I have procured 
a Death, in endeayouring to procure you 
your Liberty? Could not Prazimenec's Sword 
diſcern the Body of her Ecnemy, from that 
where her Heart reſides? Alas! Have I 
ſhortned a Life, without which my own 
will become inſupportable? And have the 
Gods brought me forth from the Dark, 
where 1 was retained by Cruelty and Love, 
to make me re-enter the World by a way fo 
Bloody? Orozelide, who was in hopes that 
Meliſtrate would have antwered him, was 
much ſurpriz d, to hear the Voice of a third 
Perton in their Chamber, where he thought 
ilicy were alone: He was fo tranſported with 
Fury, that without giving time to hear in- 
tirciy this Complaining, and taking it for 
certain that Meliſtrate was mortally Wound- 
ed, by the Preſence of this unknown, ke 
went, ſtrait to the Place from whence the 
Voice feem'd to come, refclyed to loſe his 
Lite, or cruclly to fcvenge the N of his 
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Friend. But Meliſtrate having heard the 
precious Name of Proazimene, had ſo much 


Pratimene. 


tear leaſt ſome Misfortune ſhould arrive to 
the Pronouncer thereof, that he likewiſe 


;umpt out of his Bed, and notwithſtanding 


the loſs of Blood, and the Weakneſs he. 


was ready to fall into, was ſo happy as to 
run againft Oronclide, and made him fall: In: 


the Interim, Lights were brought, and im- 


mediately the Chamber was filled, as well 
with the Soldiers of Oronclide, as thoſe of 
the Family. Never was a . mournfuller 
Sight ; Meliſtrate half dead extended on the 
Ground, weltring in his Blood, which iſſued. 
out through a deep Wound. Oronclide had 
his Shirt Iikewiſe all bloody by meeting. 


with Meliſirate, whilſt in the Dark, he 


went to puniſh the Author of ſo wicked an 


Attempt, which made them believe that he 
was likewiſe hurt; and the Unknown, the 
Sword at his Feet, and his Eyes turned lan- 
guiſpingly on Meliſfrate, who. apparently 
was dying with his Armes acroſs, and a 


— 


Countenance all: bedew'd with Tears, ex- 


prelt the mourntulleſt things which alone 


tad been capable to excite Pity, if the ex- 


ircam Beauty of his Face had not already 


work'd that Effect. Oronclide ſenſibly en- 
aged at the loſs of his Friend, was the only 


Perſon, who reſiſted tlieſe Charms: Trayter, 


zald he, with a furious Tone, What Demon 
-yonght thee hither, to deprive this Empire 
St the Wonder of. Minkind 2 Infamous 


reich, who gave thee Entrance here? 
Who. 
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Who inſpir'd thee with the Boldneſs of 
making Attempts upon the Life of Meli- 
frate, and reſolution to execute this abomi- 
nable Deſign ? But Villain, my Impatience 
tranſports me; therefore without anſwer- 
ing me reſolve to dye, ſince it is impoſſible 
for me to ſuffer thee any lougeramongſt the 
number of thoſe, whole Glory you have. 
extinguiſh'd. There without doubt he was 
going to pierc ethrough this fair Murtherer, if 
ſome of the Company had not told him, 
that it would be much more for Example's: 
ſake, to put him to Death according to the 
Laws, and by that means oblig'd him to 
deſiſt: Puſhed on nevertheleſs by an extream 
Deſire of revenge, perhaps he had oblig'd 
thoſe whio held him to let him go, had not 
the Stranger, quite deſperate as he was, ſaved 
his own Life in teſtifying his deſire to dye; 
he unbuttoned himſelt, and taking up his 
Sword, which he held by the Point, coura- 
giouſly preſented it to Oronclide. Act, ſaid 
„generous Friend, of the moſt accompliſh- 
ed Man upon Earth, as the Duty of a moſt 
lacred Affection commands you; pierce this 
Heart, and puniſh my Action which in all 
reſpects is Criminal; you will give your ſelf 
the Satisfaction of revenging the Death of 
this deceaſed Prince; for if the Effect prov'd 


to be lis, the Intent was addreſt to you; 


and the Gods Cid. but. change the Blow, 
but not the Deſign of the Murther. Wh: t. 
do. I tec, cry'd in contuſion Oronclide, ſo. 
lvon.as he had diſcovered by the opening 
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of the Waſt-coat of this unknown, the Bo- 
ſom of a Maiden ? Either my Eyes are In- 
chanted, or I behold the Divimty of Meli- 
ſtrate. Ob Prazimene is it you! Who being 
invincible againſt Misfortunes will make 
the ſame Tryal againſt Mankind? Alas, if 
that was your Thought you needed not to 
have made uſe of thoſe Arms we uſually do, 
nor to take upon you this Garb ſo unworthy 
of you, for with that which you grac'd {6 
much the AHrian Court withal, and with 
thoſe Darts, ſo natural to your Eyes, you 
have ever gained Victories, which though of 
another ſort had not been ſo very eaſie to you; 
but do I not deceive my ftelf, or can the Re- 
ſemblance ſurprize me fo much, to imagine 
that Prazimene is here, when all the Reaſons 
in the World oblige me to think her far di- 
ſtant? Shall I give Faith to this cruel Teſti- 
- mony, and muſt I ſay, that abſence has 
wrought ſuch a Change in her Heart, that 
from the Miſtreſs of Meli/t-ate, the thould 
become his Maurtherer ? Yes Oroxclide (an- 
ſwered ſhe, Sighing,) I am that Murtherer 
you {peak of, but I have made no Wound, 
the Effects of which I have not reſented, and 
be it far that this Action ſhould proceed from 
any change in me, for I came hither, but 
for Loving too much the Life of the unfor- 
tunate Meliſtrate; and to teltifie to him the 
faithful Acknowledgments, and real Senti- 
ments of my Heart, Jo that in reſpect to 
him it was an innocent Crime, although to 
you never to be excusd. 1 have 1 
to] 
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told you Oronclide, and I do believe, that 
you cafily comprehend the Senſe of a Diſ- 
courſe, which 1s too evidently explained 
by this unhappy Accident: But at length, 
it Meliſtrate be dead, why am I not laid hold 
on, to the end I might make no ſtay in fol- 
lowing lum? What, in a time when my great- 
eſt Torment was in his Abſence, have I en- 
deavoured to put an End to my Life, for the 
only reaſon of our Scparation, and now 
that I think my ſelf etcrnally depriv'd of 
him, and that I my ſelf, (Oh dire misfor- 
tune!) am the Cauſe of it, Shall not I in 
Juſtice enforce my ſelf to follow him ? Oh 
injurious Thought, my hand will never 
agree with you. In the mean tune, they 
had put Meliſtrate again to Bed, and the 
Maſter of the Irm having ordered a Chy- 
rurgeon to be ſent for to ſtop the Blood, 
which came out of his Wound, had endca- 
voured to Ranch it, by holding his Hand fo 
hinder a greater Evacuation. Help being 
come, all drew near to hear what would be 
the Opinion and Judzment, which was to 
be given of the Wounded ; and certainly 
by the Sadneſs of cach in particular, it 
leem'd as if this loſs would equally be reſen- 
ted by all in general, if Oronclide and Prazi- 
mene had not made appear an cxtream 
Difference, which is often to be obſerv'd 
between thoſe who are concern d through 
the Conſideration of Vertue alone, and thoſe 
who joyn their Intereſt with it. Oronclide 
regretted the lois of an cxccllent Eres 
2N 


2 Praziment 
and Pradimene ſighd for that of her deareſt 
Hopes, and althongh her Eyes were inceſſant- 
ly full of Tears, yet ſhe neglected not to be 
inform'd of the truth. leaſt they ſhould diſguil; 
it to her; ſo that after that Knowledge the 
might follow that cruel Reſolution, which 
Her Love had obligd her to. But ſcarce had 
the Chy rurgeon began to ſearch the Wound, 
when Meliſtrate coming to himfelf, gave him 
not liberty to continue. Yes, ſaid he, (as 
coming out of ſome profound Muſing) this 
Blood is yours, and you have all the Right 
in the World to diſpoſe of it: Delight of 
my Soul, dv not think that you have en- 
dangerd me by this laſt Wound? No, no, 
it will ever find me immortal, ſince I ſurviv'd 
the firſt which your Celeſtial Eyes made: 
It is but my Body you have hurt, my Heart 
has not felt it; yet there may be danger, 
that the ſame Heart confounding his former 
Wounds with the latter which my Body 
has recaiv'd. — At theſe Words he came 
wholly to himfelf, as he was going to ſay a 
great deal more, and at firſt beholding him- 
lelt, then caſting his Eyes on thoſe that fur- 
rounded him, he ſtopt them not until he 
found out Prazimene : Then would he have 
roſe out of his Bed, to caſt himſelf at her 
Feet, but the fetting down by the Bed's 
Side, made appcar to him by her Tears and 
Words, that the ab{olutcly forbid hint: Me- 
Iiſtrate more overjoy'd than he made appear 
by his Looks, and who notwithſtanding the 
Jets. of hie Blood, would not loſe one Mi- 
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foment of my Life, after having ſo muck 
leſired to declare to you the Pains I have 
ndur'd, I have the Occaſion but dare not 
ake uſe of it: But is it not doubly to dye, 
and cauſe to be afflicted after death it ſelf; 
hat I have depriv'd my ſelf of this happt- 
nels, in being too cruel through the exceſs of 
Love? Alas! I thould have been ſatis- 
hed, if 1 had ſhewn you the Innocency, with 
hich I have made my ſelf Guilty: Altho' 
t was impoſſible for me to obtain ſo great a 
500d, but by a Misfortune of which I dare 
zot think, without being ſenſible of worſer 
\pprehenfions, than the 111 from which Iam 
juſt Freed: I muſt ſubmit to it, and in that 
interval, employ my mind on that mixture 
pf which my Fortune has been full. Where- 
ore, reply'd Meliſtrate, is the ſame forbid you 
s is to me? Becauſe, continued Prazimenc, I 
am wounded as well as you. How, ſaid he, 
ndeavouring to riſe, ſurpriz'd at theſc Words, 
are you hurt Madam? Oh Gods! Who is that 
dacrilegious Perſon, that Heaven has permit- 
ed to commit this Cruelty unpuniſh d? 
et me know 1t, if it be your will, that I 
nay employ my remaining Force to puniſh 
he moſt Treacherous and Abominable of 
Men. Hold Sir, faid ſhe, in reſtraining 
im from riſing, if you would revenge the 
\uthor of this Wound, it mult be againſt 
ie that you take your Revenge: It is l that 
ave hurt my ſelf in wounding you, fince 
he wound I have given you is as ſenſible to 
ne, and that if you had dicd, I . 
ays 
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have eſcaped. It is not nevertheleſs the 
Conſideration of what Miſchief may hap. 
pen to me that forbids me to ſpeak ; its 
the Attention alone that yon would gin 
thereto, which without doubt would x 
much incommode you as if you ſpoke you 
ſelf; and yet unadvis'd as I am, I forbear not 
committing the Fault of which I would excuk 
my ſelf: It is enough my Me liſtrate, engagt 
me not to do a thing for which I (hall for 
ever repent, and that can make room for 
no other event than an abſolute Detpar, 
And to recompence my Obedience, ſaid the 
happy Melifrate, (although it 1s already but 
too glorioutly recompenc'd by the Bleſſing d 
yourSight,) aſſure me that you are my Prazi- 
mene, and that it rs no Dream, which abuſs 
me with ſo much content; becauſe the more 
I make Reflections on theBleſſing I poſſeſs, the 
leſs I imagine it eſtective. Yes, anſwered the 
Princeſs, I am that Prazimene, who has for 
thought her Meliſtrate alone, and will lire 
for none but for him; would to the Gods, that 
I had been but in a Dream, when I wound 
ed you, at leaſt your Hurt had proved but: 
vain and imaginary Effect? Whilſt these 
two Lovers were entertaining each other ak 
ter this manner, protelting always that they 
would ſay no more, all the reſt of the Com- 
pany retired: Oronclide enquired very eat. 
neſtſy of the Chyrurgeon, if what he ſaid 
ot the Wound was true, and never were 
Words received with greater Satisfaction 
than the. Auſwer which was given: It is * 
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oft favourable Blow I ever dreſt, ſaid he, 
id I can aſſure yon, that without the loſs 
Blood, he would: be in a-Condition to act 

you do. The Gods be prais d, anſwered 
ronclide; and ſo diſiniſſing h1tn,.command- - 
dall to retire, he drew near then to the 
d, where Meliſtrate repos d, and not ſo much 
s hearing of him breath, was afraid of ſome 
Accident; he took then aLight, and gent- 
went to Prazimene without ſeeing of her, 
ut drawing aſide one of the Curtains, and - 
ing her reſting her Head near Meliſtrate 's, 
tho was fallen aſleep amidſt ſo much Sweet- 
eſs, found that the repos'd likewiſe: The 
nquietudes, which had equally troubled 
hem part of the Night, and the Fatigues 
this laſt Misfortune, falling one on the 
eck of the other, had ſo ſtupified them, t hat 
hey agreed in all, even in the leaſt matters. 
raximene fell aſleep by vertue of Meliſtrates 
xing ſo, and certainly if Orerclide could 
come Jealous, it is moſt certain that ſuch 
n Object would have ſtirr'd up that Paſ- 
on; but that generous Friend was ſo far 
rom ſuch a Thought, that fearing to awa- 
gen them, he retired immediately: It is true 
Flat he pray'd to the Gods, that if ever he 
(ould be fenfable of Love, that his ſuffer- 
Ings might be like to theirs : He was juſt a 
"Wetiring to conſider on the Service which he 
eln d for this fair Couple, when Prazi- 
ene, Whoſe Sleep was but a bare Stupid neſs 
"Pt ber Senſes, lifting up her Head, perceiv'd 
im in that Poſture, in which the fear of 
: | diſturbiag 
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70 Prazimene. 
diſturbing them had put him: She look d 
if Meliſtrate was not awake; but finding 
kim aſleep, ſhe gently roſe up, and they went 
from the Bed to have the greater Liberty of 
louder ſpeaking : Finding themſelves at di- 
{tance enough not to diſturb Meliſtrat, 
they begun with the uſual Compliments: 
But Oronclide, was paſſionately Deſirous to 
know. how Prazimene had made her eſcape 
from the Bactrian Court, who he betiev'd, az 
well as all Aſia, that the was by force 
carried thither, and how ſhe could come to 
that Place under that Habit, not proper 
to her Sex, had 1ntreated her to teil him, 
if knowing in her a hike deſire of and con- 
cernin® the Adventure of Meliſtrate, be 
had not voluntarily offered to latisfie het 
Curioſity. ' I ſhall not, ſaid he to her, make 
you a Recital: of this deſpair of this gene- 
rous, but nnfortunate Perſon, when he firſt 
heard of your being carried away: To fay 
the Truth, his Complaints were publick ; but 
his Reſentment, none could comprehend, 
whatever ſign thereof appear d outwardly, 
He alone was capable of Sighing, as he alone 
was worthy to be belov'd of you. Some 
Who envied his Happineſs, and who had 
beheld the magnificent and ſtately Prepara- 
trons for your Nuptials, with Eyes of Jea- 
louſy, were overjoy'd at his Grief, becauſe 
it ſuited with their Deſires, but what occa- 
ſtoned their Joy foot after became their De- 
pair; and as the envious Man becomes his 
own Tormentor, {6 they created Pumill- 
8 ments 
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ments to themſctves ; they had wiſhd for 


ſome Miſchief only to contound Mieliſtrate's 


ood Fortune, and only rejoyc'd at your 
ofs for that unjuſt Reaſon ; But when they 
found that that unhappy Accident reach'd 
on alone, and that the incomparable Meli- 
#rate ſubſiſted amidſt his Deſpair, they then 
lamented 1915 being forc'd away, and were 
panith'd for rheit ili Will, by being depri- 
ved of the Cauſe of their Envy: It being 
true Madam that had you not been ador'd 
by fo many Fins he who was to have 
been your Husband, had not by ſo many 
been envied. Prazimene being aſhamed at 
a Diſcourſe begun fo much to her Advan- 
tage, defiret Oronclide to treat het after an- 
other manner, and to make uſe. of terms 
more ſuitable: Upon Which taking oc- 
caſion to conti nue his Difcourſe; | ſince 
you command me to commit an Injuſtice, 
anfwered he, you are oblig'd to imitate the 
Gods, who, never permit an ill, but to 
draw from thence a greater Good; ſo that 
in ende uns me to jay but little, permit 
me to think the more. Provided you make 
me not Bluſh, continued the Princeſs; think 
what you pleaſe, when ariy one prefumes 
of me more than they need, provided it 
comes not to. my Knowledge, I take no 
Intereſt in it, ſince I cannot hinder Imagi- 
nation: But brave Oronchde, let me languiſh 
no longer, delay not to tell me what has 
made Mel;Frate Priſonet of State, where for 
a great while lie has held the third TING 

een 
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been the principal Support ? That Madam, 
anſwered he, immediately follows what] 
have told you already; ſo that to relate in 
few words, what has paſt in a great. ſpace 
of time, I mult take it juſt from thence 
where you 1nterrupted me. The whole Cour 
ſgh'd tor your loſs; Enquiry was made on 
all ſides, if no Troops had been ſeen to 
to pals by; And if no Noiſe or Report 
was made of the Deſign executed on your 
Perſon; and Expreſſes were ſent to all parts, 
on all Roads, and to all Cities in Aſris; 
and the great, or rather the deplorable A- 
nus, whole Memory is well worthy of out 
Tears, diſpatchd abundance of , Counters 
to the Neighbouring Kingdom with er 

reſs, Command not to return without 


vain, and the more inquiry was made the 
leſs could we hear of you. The deſpa iring 
Meliſtrate not knowing what courſe te pur- 
ſue, humbly intreated his Majeſty to take 
back thoſe Employments and Charges Which 
he had vouchſa fed to confer upon him, to the 
End he mnight be at Liberty to perform the 
Reſolution he had, taken, which was to dye 
in ſearch for you, or to ſearch till he had 
found you : But that good'Prince, who did 
mot io much detain this faithful Servant, 
through the Neceſſity of his Affairs, which 
 flouriſh'd wonderfully under his Condud, 

as through the extream Affection he had for 
him, would never give ear to that Propoſition: 
On the contrary, he commanded him wh 
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from him, then he was us'd to be, and 
withal, promis'd never to abandon the Care 
of Searching for you, but by his Death : 
At length the Court began by degrees to be 
more compos' d, Tears were leſs frequent, al- 
though they ſtill continued; and unleſs Me- 
rate, who ſcem'd to be in Darkneſs, or to 
lay better, beheld nothing at all, not ſeeing 
you: All endeavoured to divert themſelves, 
when an Expreſs arrived from the Governour 
of Niniva, which let him know that you 
were under the Bactrian Power; that you 
having been refus'd to him, Spite and Fury 
had made him take up Arms to demand Sa- 
tistaction for the Affront; but that having 
bethought himſelf of the uncertain Event 
ot War, had undertaken rather to force you 
away, which ſucceeded accordingly. Say 
you that a Packet was receiv'd, interrupted 
Prazimene, quite Altonith'd, by which his 
Majeſty underitood that I was in the hands 
ot the Battrian King? Oh ſtrange Deceit ! 
Alas Oronclide! How far diſtant was J from 
thence? And how <Subtilly has the per- 
bl1ous Queen, who ſeemingly had ſo much 
deiired that J ſhould become the Wife of 
AMetitrate, acted in this Aftair: 1 was not 
out of this Country; but had I been a- 
monglt the mott barbarous People, I ſhould 
ye received more Civility, than in a 
Kinsdom, where the Jcalouty of a Queen, 
and the Tyranny of an Amorous Prince, 
gare combin's together to be my eternal 
Perjccurors. I begin Madam, 1aid Oron- 
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elide, to underſtand this Secret, and although at 
firſt you ſurpriz d me, when you told me 
you was not carried away into Battria, yet 
having vreflected on theſe ſtrange Accidents, 
which have ſince befell this Kingdom, I fin} 


that ſo many Cruelties proceeded from the 


{ame Hand, for one and the ſame end and 
Purpoſe. You knew it before me, Madam, ſince 
by you — have begun to act that diſmal 
1 ut you know it not better than 
my felt, ſince you was not preſent at the 
latter Actions, and that you have no ways 
been an Inſtrument therein, as I have been. 
The generous Melifirate underitanding that 
the King of Bactria poſſeſt at his Prejudice, 
what he had ſigh'd for ſo long, was ſeizd 
with ſo great a Reſentment, that he fell Il, 
and ſo dangerouſly, that from the very firlt 


they diſpaired of his Life. Ninus believing 


then, that he had loſt what next to the 
wicked Semiramis he held deareſt in the 
World, made a Vo to put to Fire andSword 
all Bactria, and with that Deſign, cauſed 
new LIroops to be raiſed whillt the others 
march'd directly towards that Country: 
He was juſt ready to fall upon them, when 
he was advis d to ſend an Ambaſſador to 
demand you, and likewiſe Satisfaction tor 
the Aftront committed, to the end, that 1! 
they refus d to ſatisfie him, his Cauſe would 
appcar more juſt, and his Proceedings more 
Legitimate: Although the Diſpleaſure to 
ice Melistrate in that Condition, whole 
Lite was diſpaired oft, made him very Im- 
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patient, and deſirous of Revenge; he fot- 
lowed their Advice neverthicleſs, and AZer- 
z4banc was nam'd (hall I call him Father, 
or the Murtherer of his King,) to be em- 
ploy d on that Meſſage. In the mean time, 
the afflicted Melistrate received no Comfort, 
for when by Intervals, the Feavour left 
bun, he gave lumnſelf wholly up to Com- 

laints. I remember going one day to viſit 
on in the Company of ſome Lords; we 
ſtopt at the Entrance of the Chamber not 
to interrupt him, when we heard him pro- 
nounce theſe ſad Words; Unhappy eli- 
ftrate, laid he, ſince thy Feavour, and 
Weakneſs are incapable to free thee from 
this laſt Misfortune, and that it ſeems as if 
thy Forces encreaſe as thy Miſeries do: 
Why, doſt thou not find in a final Reſolu- 
tion, equally Generous and Neceſſary that 
Freedom thou deſireſt. Alas, one Moment 
will put an End to this Eternity of Misfor- 
tuncs! Yes I may ſay Eternity, ſince from 
the firſt Moment they began, I torgot thoſe 
Delights 1 tormely taſted: Inſomuch that I 
look upon my ſelf never to have been the 
Poſſeſſor of any, or if I do remember them 
ſtill, they do but add to my Torments. 
Tims as paſt things, though dear in their 
Birth, appear now to me but under a Form 
rclembling my Ditgrace, io ſikcwiſe docs 
that hope which you would have me ſtill 
to be Matter of, my cruci Friciuds, preſent 
It leit otherwike to me than to you: Good 
mods, Where is it io be wund? Alas, ut 
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is true that I have found Praximene again; 
But ye Gods, in finding of her thus, I have 
loſt her for ever. She is no longer that 
Prazimene whoſe chaſt Embraces were relcr- 


ved for Meliſtrate alone, but her who was 
deftin'd for a Prince unworthy to ſerve her: 
have you eſcap'd my 


Oh cruel Word, 
mouth! Oh fatal Thought have you ever 
been harboured 1n my mind ? Yes, faid he, 
after having deen ſome time ſilent , but 
without an Intention to oftend you Divine 
Princeſs; molt certain it is the effect of 1 
great Force or Reftraint, and not any de- 
fect of your Affection. But happy Prince, 
know you how to adore the Divinity you 
poſſeſs? Do you Treat her as your Queen, 
or as a Goddeſs? Does Prazimene accept of 
your Vows and Sacrifices ? Or ſince your 
un juſt Marriage, do you ſuffer her to treat 
you as a Husband ? What, are you not her 
Slave? What, have you no other Sentiments, 
than thole of Reſpect and humility ? Ah 
Traytor! Thou dyeſt, and the ſole Reaſon 
of 38 the Inftrument of Vengance 
from the Gods, makes me wiſh to Live. 
ves moſt deteſtable Prince, I will live to 
puniſh in your Perſon a Raviſher, and an 
1mpious Wretch. We were not ſenſible of 
a ſlender Compaſſion, hearing the agreeable 
Reaſonings of ſo juſt and fad a Complaint ; 
but on the other Side, we were not a little 
fatisfied, when we underſtood that he reſol- 
ved to Live. It mattcrs not, we cry'd, what 


occaſion obliges him to take Courage, ine 
vid 
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vided he gains his Health; And thus what 
all the Care and Medicines in the World 


could not do, the jult Paſſion which inſpired 
him with Vengeance ſo quickly operated, 


that in Jeſs than fix days he was in a Con- 
dition to rife. The Truth is, the return of 
my Father did not a little advance it, he 


was fortified in the deſire he had of Re- 
venge, which had made him quit his Bed. 
Our Monarch learn'd from lim, that the 
Battrian King proteſted himſelf innocent of 
what was laid to his Charge; that it was 
true that by the deſire he had teſtified for 
you, he was willing to give ſomcthing to 
his Love, but being unjuſtly rcfus'd, the 
Knowledge of the Fault he had committed, 
had you been given to him, would nnme- 
diately have followed that Refuſal ; That 
nevertheleſs had his Affection continued, 
and that there had been no other Remedy, he 
was reſolv d never to obtain that by Cun- 
ning, winch by Force he conld have, This 
was the puniſbableAnſwer which that Proud 
Prince returned, and which did not ſo ſen- 
ſibly touch your Meliſtrate becauſe it was 
add reſs d to the Majeſty of the great Ninwus, 


but becauſe he ſpoke of you with an inſolent 


diſdain. And on the other hand neither our 
dcad Sovereign, nor Mieliſtrate, nor the great- 
eſt part of the Court did otherwiſe belicye, 
than that you was carried away, aſſuring 
themſclves that the Proteſtations of the King 
ot Battria had been followed with civiller 


Language, had tiiey been true. Bchold A. 
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fyria now all in Arms; Ninas gives orders 
that Soldiers ſhould be raisd in all parts, 

and Meliſtrate, who ſince his Hincts breathd 

notlung but Fury and Deſpair, advanc d on 
the Frontiers with theſe Soldiers, which were 

always 1n readineſs. Alas! interrupted 

again Prazimene with Tears, which nian. 
teſted tie Goodneſs of her Mind, how ob- 
nwate was the wicked Semiramis in her 
cract Intentions, who in one Word might 
have appeazd this mighty Diſorder ? And 
tow powertully does the Blood of fo many 
People, ſpilt for the Puniſhment of a Crime 
which neither they, nor their Prince had 
committed, cry for Vengeance before the 
Throne of the Gods: Do not yet accuſe the 
guilty Semiramis, anſwered Oronclide, lave 
Patience till the end of my Diſcourſe, be- 

fore you ſpeak againſt her, and you will 
find that you have blam'd her for an Acti- 
on wlach is praiſe worthy, in compariſon 
of that which ſhe hath acted. But perhaps 
fair Prazimene, you may Know as well as 
I, of the Murther which amongſt us is 1o 
publicx? No truly, anſwered the, I know 
not yet of what you think I underſtood, 
nor could I ever think that the Quecn had 
ever done any thing more Miſcheivous, and 
more to be condemn'd before the Gods, than 
to have cauſed the Maſſacre of fo many Men, 
when fo caſily ſhe might have hindred it. 
do innocent a Mind as yours, jaid Oronclide, 
could never admit of ſuch horrid Imagina- 
tions. But have one Minutes Patience, 
Madam, 
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Madam, and when you have heard the 
mall remainder of what I have to ſay, you 
will confeſs that, that Vertue which {utters. 
it ſelf to be corrupted becomes mtin tely 


| more Criminal, then that temper which is 
naturally vicious: The diſconfolate AZcli- 


ſtrate, continued Oronclide, was hardly arri- 
ved on the fronticres of Battriaz when tbe 
Enemy oppolcd him with a great and pow- 
erful Army, over which he became victori— 
ous, nothing lindred him. but all gave way 
to his furious efforts ; inſomuch that if by 
his extream Toll and Labour his Strength 
could be leſſened, yct his Reſentment and 
Love reinſtated him to that degree, that no- 
thing of humane ſeem'd able to reſiſt him. 
But furrounded as he was with Victory and 
Succeſs, and that the Bactrian King was re- 
duc'd to that unhappy Condition as to ex- 
pect nothing more from Fortune than a glo- 
rious Death ; the cruel Semiramis having de- 
ſign'd moſt ſtrange Projects, began to put 
them in practice, to the end ſhe miglit bring 
them to the ir bloody perfection. J am go- 
ing to declare my diſhonour, ſince being 
Son to Mer cabane, 1 can lay nothing a- 
gainſt the Father, which will not appear to 
the diſadvantage ot the Son; but I thall de- 
clare it in ſuch a manner, Madam, that af- 
ter having given you to underſtand that I 
have had a hand in the ſequel of an Under- 
taking, of whole beginning 1 was wholly 
ignorant, that 1 have alſo repented ſo muct; 
tor what Lacted, that I can fcarcc injury 

| n what 
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: ſame 
what I have done, did not the Succeſs which a W 
is almoſt ready to be compleated, intirely br 
perſwade me to it. Then Oronelide ſatiſ- mad 


ned the curioſity of Prazimene, in declaring 
to her the violent affections, the immodeſt 
and ſhameleis Queen of Aſſyria had con- 
cerv'd for her Mieliſtrate, that finding ſhe 
could not corrupt his Vertue by Love, the 
belicv d that the might overcome him, by 
iatisfy1ng his ambition, to which end, the 
had refoly'd upon the Murther of the un- 
happy TVinss : And that having offered him 
the Aſſyrian Crown, that Prince fo faithſul 
and generous, had redoubled his diſdain 
from the moment he receiv'd the deplorable 
News thereof, inſtead of being moved by 
the greatneſs of her offers; that he himſcit Þ ter; 
had charge to oblige him to accept of the for: 
Diadem, or in caſe of a refuſal, to ſeize him aw. 
amidſt of all thoſe Troops which he Com- Þ wit 
manded : And that nevertheleſs he could mi; 
ſay he had obey'd her Commiſſion, without con 
having executed it, ſince Meliſtrate, tho a acc 
Priſoner, was more at liberty than «ver. his 
I The Princeſs contus'd to the utmoſt to hear mo 
tue recital of a Tragedy, which the could 100 
| not believe, did ſcarce give attention to tlie Ln 
words, which followed the Murther ot the I Ne 
great Ninus ; It was a difficult Task tor he if 
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to belicve the horrid and diſmal truth of {ca 
that Diſcourſe, inſomuch that Oronclide of 
might have continued it without any inter- ve 
ruption, fo great was her amazement ; the {vv 


- detelted ſo barbarous an Action, but at the 
lame 
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ſame time admired the ſtrange reſolution of 
a Woman whoſe accompliſhments had becn 
ſo rare and remarkable, and that which 
made her ſenſible of tome Joy amidſt the 
grief for ſo fatal a Diſaſter, was the incom- 
parable fidelity of him whom the Gods had 
inclined her to Love: Being thus agitated 
by the divers occaſions of aſtoniſhment which 
this recital had raisd, ſhe did not perceive 
that Oronclide had finith'd his Diſcourſe, but 


| remembring how long ſhe had been ſepara- 


ted from her Meliſtrate, do you know, ſaid 
ſhe, on a ſuddain, who were the Ravithers 
of Prazimene £ Does not the unjuſt aftection 
which our Queen had conceiv'd for Meli 
ſtrate, make you judge, that I was a fata! 
hindrance to her Deligns, and that on any 
terms {he ought to get me away; ſhe there- 
fore was the only cauſe of my being forc'd 
away, and not the Bactrian King; and 
without all doubt, it was a piece of ber 
miſehievons cunning, to cauſe Expreſſes to 
come to Court of that, falſe News, which 
accus d that Monarch of having me under 
his Power: But, good (iods, of what fmall 
moment would that have been, if the diwi- 
lion of two Crowns, which has coſt the 
Lives of ſo many Men, had not followed. 
Nor had not all that been of conſideration, 
it that unnatural Action, which I can 
ſcarce believe, had not been the concluſion 
of fo many misfortunes ; and of which ne- 
vertheleſs, you ought not to doubt, an 
wered Oronclide; would to the Gods, Ma- 
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dam, anſwered he, that it was not fo true, 
Aſſyria by this accident, has receiv d the 
molt ſenſible Blow that an Empire can cn- 
dure, and would not behold it ſelf at preſent 
on the brink ofruine ; Meliſtrate would not 
tive beenreduc'd to that ſad Condition you 
ce lum in, and you your felt would hare 
been upon the terms of enjoying that happt- 
neſs which would not have been ſubject to 
change; whereas thoſe that you may here- 
after receive will never be certain; nor 
hould J on the other hand, have had the 
glory of rendring a Service to the moſt wor— 
thy of Mankind. What I have ſaid thereon, 
Madam, is not to give you any apprehen— 
{ions for the future; it is only to conceal 
nothing from you, of what might be fore— 
icen, to the end that you might take your 
Reſolutions, and thoſe too of a ſufffcient 
force to overcome all thoſe difficulties which 
might oppoſe you. For my felf, I pretend 
to partake ſo much of your cares and pains, 
that if 1 ſhould not be endued with Under- 
ſtanding and Induſtry enough to d1jpel 
them, at leaſtwiſe I may have affection e- 
noveh to reſent their moſt cruel attainis, 
and to ſutter them with an exceſs of content 
and ſatisfaction. I know very well, Oron- 
elide, anſwered the Princeſs, that yon Love 
AMelifirate, and this aſſurance makes me be- 
eve that you Love me likewife, eſpecially 
being his beiter part; to Love hum perfect- 
ty, yon malt cheriſ me, I do not then 


doubt but that the Miſcrics which oven 
as 


has 0 
ence 

have 
does 

I ha- 
vinc 
port 

wha! 
an E 
tainl 
can p 
perie 
woul 
the f 
Knot 
unloc 
hold 

whicl 
ſtimo 
than 

Mada 
accon 
your 
lity w 
Venta 
there 

to be 
ther ( 
take 
tuſe 1 
Oronci 


which 


partng 
tung 


Prazimene. 83 
bas deſtin'd for us, would have ſome influ- 
ence on you, and that deſire which you 
have to ſce my Conſtancy, without defect, 
docs obhge you to give me the Advice which 
| I have juſt now receiv'd; But if 1 was in- 
| & vincible when I had none by my felt to ſup- 
port my Courage in the greateſt afflictions, 
what can I not do now, that I find in you 
nan Example which I ought to follow, Cer- 
- & tainly whatever Inconſtancy Fortune it ſelf 
can practice to annoy us, and what rizorous 
perſecutions with which the cruel Semiramis 
. & would deſtroy our Love, it will prove for 
the future but a ſtreighter binding of that 
Knot, Which will prove too ſtrong to be 
unloos d by her wicked Practices. And you 
hold leſs from that Example and Councc of 
which you ſpeak, aid Oronclide, thoſe Te- 
ſtunonies of a Mind abſolutely reſolv'd, 
than from your own proper Vertue, But, 
Madam, fince I have faithfully given you an 
account of what paſt in our Court ſince 
your abſence, you might favour my Curio- 
ity with the Relation of thoſe unhappy Ad- 
ventures which have befallen you, yet if 
there ſhould be any thing which oxght not. 
to be ditcover'd to me, or if out of any o- 
ther Contideration, the Requeſt winch I. 
make is not agrecable, I conjure you to re- 
tule it. Prazimene, after having Jatighed FN 
Uronclide, that there was nothing of Secret ft; ab 
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ich the might not let hum Know was pre- 1 
paring to declare to him the particulars of a. KB 
flung of which he had learnt but the gene- 1 

| ral, 


p p ]˙¹vůLL!̃¾ Sh ] BE T0 tf 


C —_— as tas 


84 Prazimene. 


ral, and ſhe had atready advanc'd very far 
in her Diſcourſe, when ſhe was interrupted 
by a noiſe which was made at the Chamber 
door; Oronclide roſe from his Seat to liſten, 
and found that ſome body knock'd ſoftly to 
come in; he ask'd whowas there, and when 
hc underſtood that they demanded entrance, 
he opened the door himſelf without calling 
any of his Attendance, who lay in a Room 
next to him; he was ſurpriz d to ſee that it 
was a Soldier of his Troops, and was much 
more, when after having demanded what 
obligd him to return 1o ſoon, being but 
uit gone, he receiv'd this Anſwer. My 

ord, ſaid he, I had not preſumed ſo far, 
had it not been of great importance to you, 
and upon that, having obtain'd leave to 
{hut the Door, to the end that if he was 
followcd, they might not hear what he was 
relating, he purſued his Diſcourſe in thete 
words : After that we were retired, four or 
hve of my Comrades deſired us to hear ſome- 
thing, which they would communicate to 
us; and one of them having Liberty to 
fpeak, made this Diſcourſe ; as well for the 
reft, as for himſelf, I know not whether 
you have obtcrv'd thoſe Teſtimonies of at- 
tection, Which our Commander renders to 
the Priſoner ; but if you have never ſo lit- 
tle, it is impoflible but your Sentiments 
fhould agree with ours, he takes a more par- 
ticular Care of him, than he would of our 
Queen; and even upon that Accident 
which lately hapned, he ſpak fo advanta- 


gioutly 
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gioully of him, that we muſt be either blind 
or deat not to ſuſpect his Fidelity: This is 
the Cauſc, my Friends, which makes us 
relolve to think on the means of bindring 
him to ruine us, in the ſaving of the Priſo- 
ner, as there is great appearance that ſuch is 
his intention, and that we were very deſi- 
rous to advertize you thereof, to the end 
that we may jointly conſult of the Means 
we ought to take to prevent that Evil which 
1s preparing for us. This attentively was 
liſtned unto, but was better received, by 
caton that without contradiction they all 
agreed in the truth thereof; inſomuch that 
ſeveral who perhaps till then, had not ſo 
much as thought of any ſuch thing, have 
now made particular Remarks on your 
actions, and the concluſion has been, that 
if you continued your good uſage to Meli- 
ftrate, they would ſeize on you, and con- 
duct you to Babylon, and fo put you both in 
the Queen's power: This Deſign taken, e- 
very one*was retiring ; but he that had made 
the Diſcourſe, having teſtified that he had 
tomething more to ſay, they betook them- 
telves to liſten again. He prayed us to con- 
fider, that if we defer'd the execution of this 
deſign, perhaps it might happen that you 
had already given the Priſoner his Liberty, 
and that we ought to ſcize on you as ſoon as 
you ict forth to mortow. Never was there 
ieen, my Lord, fo ſuddain a change of a re- 
tolution already taken; this laſt Propoſitien 
was approved ot, and found very * 
an 
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and altho' it was forbid after that to ſay 
any more, yet 1 beheve had it been delibe- 
rated to have laid hold on you immediatch), 
even that would have been received una m. 
mouſly and without any contradiction : As 
] was impatient to have them retired, to 
diſcover to you their Deſign, I feigned my 
ſelf aflcep, until thoſe which lay in my 
Chamber were ſo in cftect; and when they 
were in the deepeſt of it, I got out as ſe- 
cretly as J could; if you judge me any 
ways ſerviccable to you in ths affair, you 
have but to command me ; and you may 
find, my Lord, that I have as much fidelity 
to lerve you, as J bad good will to diſcover 
the wicked intent of my Companions, 
Oronclide without being aſtoniſhd at this 
accident, ask d him tevcral Queſtions, to be 
ſatisfied whether what he heard was true, 
becanic he ſcrupled In leait 1t might prove 


an invention to baulk his Deſign ; to all 
which he antwered fo bauen th 
there remained no longer any doubt in tum. 
In thevnean time, Prazimeneavho had i&n 
nothing but what was fatal ſince that mo- 
ment in which the had Icarnt the Impriſon- 
ment of Meliſrate, revolving tirat in het 
mind, and adding to it this laſt misfortune, 
12.fincd that there was no longer room foi 
hopes, and without doubt the tears were 
£01134 to overflow. her beauteous face, it 


Oronclidi in cdeavouring to interrupt their 
5euric, had not told her in few words, that 
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) ſay from ths danger. Beholding then the Sol- 
libe- dier, who had made the diſcovery of what 
tely, N was plotting againſt him with an cyc which 
ani. conjur'd lim to be faithful, or which at- 
As WB fur'd him of a ſevere Puniſtunent, if after 
to having engag'd his Faith he ſhould break it, 
my ; be continucd to let Prazimene know, that 
my if Moliſtrate had firength enough to bear 
hey with the fatigue of a Horte, they nught have 
ſe- ume enough to get a good dittance from 
any that place, by the tavour of what darkneſs 
yet remain'd, to eſcape the preſent danger; 
he added, that not being far from Bactria, 
they might retire tlither; and that altho' it 
was in a Kingdom whoic diſaſters were oc— 
caſioned by Meliſtrate, nevertheleſs it ought 
to be conſidered, that Kings never act any 
thing unworthy of their Diadems, and that 
Conſideration being removed, the Battrian 
King would hold it as a favour, that that 
great Perſon would fly to him for protection. 
Alas, anſwered the ſorrowful Prazimene, 
Ince you have reduced all our hopes to theſe 
points, I may» well ſay there remains no 
more for us. That Meliſtrate ſhould be in 
a condition to endure the toi! and tediout- 
neſs of ſo precipitate a ſourncy after the 
wound I gave him: That after the lois of 
o much Blood, he ſhould have force cnough 
not only to take charge of his own health, 
but likewiſe that of another; Oh Gods ! it 
cannot be perform'd but by a Miracle; it 18 
what 1 do expect alio, and upon what I 
ground the Advice 1 hays now given, if 
| Ael;ftrate 
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Meliſtrate ſeconded by the ſole remembrance 
of his Prazimene, has perform'd ſuch things, 
that Fame was t:arful to publith it, leaſt it 
ſhould paſs for Fabulous, and meet with no 
Credit, what can he not do now, when he 
{ſhall have before his eyes the excellency it 
ſelf; without doubt this fair Object will 
revive that ftrength and vigour which 
dwels in his Breaſt, and that by a Miracle, 
of which he alone 15 worthy, his Cure may 
prove as ſuddain as his Wound. Theſe laſt 
words were pronounc'd with a Voice loud 
enough to interrupt the repoſe which Meli 
#rate took; he was ſurpriz'd not to find 


- Prazimene, when he reach'd out his arm to- 


wards the Place where he thought to find 
her ; but hearing the noiſe which was made 
not tar from his Bed, he judg'd that ſhewas 
amongſt the number of thoje which ſpike 
with ſo much vehemence. He liſtned 2 
little to learn if it was ſome additional miſ- 
fortune, well knowing that they would ne- 
ver advertize him of it, if they did not ab- 
{olutely deſpair of a Remedy; at length the 
Princeſs letting him hear ſome Sighs, which 
the could not ſuppreſs, he drew aſide the 
Curtain, and advancing his Body quite out 
of Bed; Is there, faid he, any new Subject 
worthy of your tears, or rather after ſo 
wonderful and accidental a meeting, can 
any thing happen that can be of force enough 
to ſhaken our minds, and trouble our con- 
tents : Oh Melifrete ! anſwered the Prin- 
ccls drawing ncar him, have I net — 9 
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Goh, when I ſce that each moment prepares 
new Misfortunes for us: It Death it ſelf be 
deem'd a dilaſter, and that we are threatned 
therewith, cried Meliſtrate, the Gods can- 
not ſend me one more pleaſing than that 
which J thall ſuffer in your preſence, I will 
at leaſt give the Lye to Nature, which holds 
that the paflage from Life to Death, 1s 
dreadful even to the moſt mi ſerable; ſince 
upon the. renewing of my happineſs, I 
could have ſet it free without the leaſt Senti- 
ments of regret. I know very well, an- 
lwered Oronclide, that this tumorous Lover 
would repreſent to you as a mighty thing, 
an accident which is very common, but have 
a little patience and you will fee that a vio- 
lent aſtection, mult have as violent appre- 
henſions. Prince, continued he, in what 
Condition do you find your {elf after the 
wound given you by thoſe fair hands; why 
do you ask that, anſwered the Prince, is it 
to demand ſatisfaction for ſome offence 
which they might have given. But ſhall 
you have ſtrength enough, reply d Oronclide, 
to ſerve your Pri nceſs on ſo lawtul an Occa- 
on. Force enough, 1aid the wounded Me- 
liſtrate, rather ask whether I would not riſe 
up again from the dead, to render her the 
lealt Services; 1] have enough not only to 
undetake to revenge her quarrels, but to 
do it effectually, and I except nothing but 
Wliat Iwill perform, when it ſhall be in 
queltion to fight for o juſt and Glorious a 
Caule. You have then more than you have 

occaſion 
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occaſion for, anſwered this real Friend, to 
eſcape that danger which Prazimene his 
preſented to you io great, having no other 
thing to overcome, than to fave. your {elf 
during the remainder of the Night, there 1; 
ſtili futhcient to convey you far enough 
from hence before you can be purſued : In. 
ſomuch, continued he, directing his Dif- 
courſe to-Prazimene, I can ſee nothing to r- 
new. your tears, or which ought to create 
in you ſo much tear. Mieliſtrate not know- 
mig how. to explain the word faving him- 
felf, not having heard what the Soldier had 
declared, was quite aſtoni{H'd to hear him; 
when Oronclide, after having made appen 
to him, that on this Occaſion it was not 
ſhametul to ſave himſelf, diſcovered the 
Reaſons why he gave this Advice: I ſee well 
continued he, perceiving that Meliſtrat 
ook his head, as not conſenting to his 
Propoſition, that you are too generous to 
fave your ſelf, whilſt I remain in danger; 
and by that ſeem to deman'd what will be 
come of me: But let it ſuffice, dear Meli 
ſtrate, that whoever ſerves you, cannot pe 
Tiſh; I ihall be ditpos'd of as it pleates the 
Gods ; and nevertheleſs whatcver become 


of me, I. {hall be too well ſatisfied, if any | 


misfortunes happens to me, when I {hall 
remember, that | have been ſerviceable to 
you, to confeſs to you the truth, my Reſo- 
lution is, ncver to avandon you, but to 
render my felt the Companion of your For 
tune; and ſince that cannot be without 
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prejudicing your Liberty, it would be muctr 
better that I remain here to prevem ſome 
pare of theſe Deſigns which are framed a- 
galuſt you, or to deſtroy them quite in de- 
caring my felf your Dehverer : This will 
not hinder that I partake not of your Ad- 
veineires, and that ſometimes in remem- 
bring of me, you might ſay, Oronclide 
wanted an Example to parallel ours, to o- 
bhee him to embrace a gencrous inclination. 
Ye Gods, cried the Prince, what Conncel 
is this: Is it poſſible that you ſhonld en- 
deavour to make me act a thing which on 
the like occaſion you would not think on. 
What, dear Oronclide, ſhall I abandon you 
to the rage of a ſlighted Lover, whilit I ſhall 
teck for a place to ſhelter my ſelf from her 
infamous Perſecutions; you will receive the 
glory and honour of ſo generous an Act, 
whilſt I ſhall receive the {name of being 
Idle; you will be made a Pritoner, whiltt 
I ſhall enjoy a Liberty which will redound 
to my eternal diſgrace; no, Oronclide, it is 
juſt -Rifling me in your careſſes; it is lo- 
ving my Lite, but robbing me ot my repu- 
tation; treat me, dear Friend more honour- 
ably, or Love me leſs, 1'tl go with you to 
Babylon, as J have already rcioly'd, and there 
acquitting you of your Promile to that Bar- 
Darous and Cruel Queen, I will bear wit— 
nels to the whole World of her parricide 
and Impudicities : Do not think that 1 w1!l 


delay one moment the execution of 


What I have ſaid, no, I have fo groata de- 
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ſire for it, that if my wounds at preſent 
hinder the effect, I am afraid I ſhall mur- 
mur againſt them: But what do I ſay, can 
I ever murmur againſt them, when I conſi- 
der the dear Author of them; but at left 
you may be aſſured that this is the only ob- 
ſtacle which in this caſe I can patiently en- 
dure. Do you reſolve to be loſt, anſwered 
Oronclide, and havfug no other conſidera- 
tion than that of an 1maginary honour, do 
you deſire to forſake the deareſt care you 
can take, recollect your Reaſon as you 
ought to do, and you will find, that what 
herein is glorious to me, cannot become ho- 
nourable in you; I am entire to my ſelf, 
but you are divided; it is therefore permit- 
ted me to act gas I pleaſe, or at leaſt J am 
enjoy ud to it by honour and friendthip, to 
purſue what I have determin'd, and you 
ought to do nothing without the permiſſion 
and conſent of your Prazimene, will you 
dilobey her, when her tears commands you 
to quit that thought, you behold her betore 
you without any other Language at preſent, 
give WayHeliftrate, and ſubmit to this ex- 
cels of Love, and be this day capable of 
tear, ihe has apprchenſions tor you, tho 
none for her ſelf, do you then fear for her, 
and not for your felt ; remember that hence 
forward, you are her only refuge, and con- 
ſidering that your Life depends upon hers, 
love your own, if you are deſirous of hers; 
good Gods, can it be poſſible that you 
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diſpleaſing to her; dare you conceive any 
thought contrary to her will; Oh zencrous 
Prince I cannot believe it, notwithſtanding 
your deſign docs almoſt perſwade me to it; 
quit it then, and by a longer retardment ot 
a Misfortune, do not occaſion a deplorable 
one never to be retrieved. Mieliſtrate, who 
for the ſtrongeſt and mol} powertul conſide- 
rations, would never have conſented to 
have left Oronclide in that danger, in which 
his own Liberty mult infallibly have en- 
gag d him, was ſcarce requeſted thereto by 
his Mittriſs, but becoming obedient he con- 
ſented to it; he, who never any fr before 
could ſurprize, now trembled the ap- 
prehenſions of diſpleaſing her, lic turned: his 
eyes then from Oronclide, and caſi them 
on the Princeſs, ſeem'd to beg of: to de- 
clare her Opinion. Prazimene un dood 
very well his Language, but her 1. and 
dighs not being ſo ſoon overcome, he re- 
mained ſome time without anſwering ; at 
laſt conquering her grief, the confirm'd Me- 
liftrate in his obedience : I applaud your 
generoſity, faid ſhe, but I applaud you (till 
more for your Love; if when you engag'd 
me with your affection, you had told me 
that Love thould give place to your courage, 
I had not conſtrained my ſelf now to ob- 
trust or hinder your preſent purpoſe ; but 
lince you excepted nothing out of that pow- 
er you then gave me, Iwill therefore relin- 
quilh nothing that may in the end preju- 


dice us: I cannot think of the danger in 
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winch you deſired to precipitate your {;, 
without dying with fear, and I believe! 
may be dear enough unto you to make you 
hate the very thought, after having ſatistyd 
you, how 1n{upportable it is to me; rehin- 
quith it then 1 beſeech you, and for the fu- 
ture embrace none but what may tend to 
our common content. Fair Princeſs, ſaid 
the patlionate Meliſtrate, if J have ever mad: 
any reſolution which I have eſteem'd to be 
contrary to yours, render me the molt mi 
ſerable of Mankind, here I have leſs need of 
Favour than of Juſtice. As the glorious 
Title of being your Servant is the greatclt 
advantage, with which I can be honoured, 
I have bchev'd that the leaſt action ought 
not to render me unworthy thereof ; It 
theretore Divine Prazimene, any accident 
was able to aſtoniſh me after ſo precious an 
acquiſition, or if I ſhould have r«fusd 
to undertake the greateſt dangers, whuch 
leads to glory ſhould I deſerve the poſſeſſion 
of it; do not therefore think it ſtrange that 
I deſpite the moſt difficult Adventures, but 
make ule ot it only, 1 mean that power you 
have, and you will find that it will eternal 
ly prove the Rule for my Deſigns. Oronclide 
A that all tlings were diſpoſing to ſuc- 
cec H according as le had deſired, interrupt 
ed that Diſcourie, which was beginning t0 
dra on anotha, to acquaint theſe Loves 
that it was time to depart ; then Meliſtrat 

dre, himſelf, and (oh Miracles of Love) 
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had not been hurt; He had juſt made an 
end when Orexclide order d the Guard, who 
had diſcover'd to hun the Secret, to call the 
Maſter of the Inn: He executed his Com- 
mands with as much diſcretion as the neceſ- 
ity of this important eſcape did require; 
and when he was come into the room, he 
reccivd Orders to call one of his Servants 
who belt knew the way, and to open that 
Cate which he obſery'd gave upon the fields: 
This Man, who minded nothing but his 
profit, and imagined that he perform'd his 
Duty in obeying Oronclide, as being Com- 
mander of a Troop, one part of which was 
ina mutiny in the fore- part of the Inn, with 
ſpeed executed what was enjoyn'd him: In 
the interim, he who had diſcloſed the Se- 
cret, got ſome of the beſt Horſes Sad led, and 
when all was,ready, Oronclide, notwith- 
ſtanding all that Meliſrates the Princeſs 
could ſay, took one to conduct them ſome 
part of the way ; that Man was likewiſe 
one of the Company, together with him 
whom the Innkeeper had ſent to ſerve them 
for a Guide; and thus it was that this ſmall 


Troop began to leave a place where nothing 


but Blood and Captivity reigned. At the 
end of the Town Oronclide commanded the 


Guide to put them in the neareſt Road to 
[the hiſt City, which was in the power of 
the Bactrian King, which he did, having 
underſtood that they deſired to avoid the 
Immon ways; he carried them through 
pac Woods, where of neceſſity, they mul 
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paſs to get into a Road, which he aſſurd 
them was as caſie to follow as the ordinary 
way : Whilſt thus they march, the thanks 
due to their Curteous Deliverer, moderated 
the ſad thoughts of their Scparation ; but 
when they were come to the place where 
there was no longer need of a Guide, their 
words on a ſuddain failed them, and an 
equal concern ſcizd on all their Minds; 
Oronclide would willingly have gone fur- 
ther, not to have left them, who were ſo 
dear to him; and on the other hand, be 
was not deſirous of following them, being 
of Opinion that he ſhould be lets ſervice- 
able in being with them than abſent, 
Meliſtrate wilh'd that he might return with 
Oronclide, but conlidering Prazimene, he 
no longer deſired it, and could reſolve on 
nothing but her ſatety. At length after 
having beheld each other tor ſome time 
without ſpeaking; thoſe two Friends ani- 
mated with one and the. ſaine motion, em— 
bracd, and the atthetcd Oronclide made 
Meliſtrate promiſe that he would not admit 
of a third into their Friendthip without lis 
knowledge, and for his laſt compliment; l 
{hall be jealous, ſaid he, leaſt another more 
worthy ſhould poſſeſs it to my pre udlice; 
nevertheleſs that Jcaloulic would ccaſe as 


toon as I {how'd have underſtood that his 
Vertue rendred him worthy of it; becaul: 
as 1 ought to give place in this, I woul! 
carry it from all the World by the greitne; 
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ſhould happen to me, wlien I ſhould con- 
{ent thereto, at leaſt it ſhould not be with- 
out this reſerve, that I ſhould be the third 
partaker of your Friendſhip, but that I my 
elf ſhould {top you, who for loving you o 
well, delire that you was at diſtance from 
me, and do not conſider that it is high. 
time tor me to be ſeparated from you. Go 
then thou faithful Lover, fly from a Coun- 
try which is fatal to you, and believe that 
in permitting me to poſſeſs your place here 
againſt Fortune it felt, you grant me ſuch a 
favour, as after it J ought never to pretend 
to any other. At thele words leaving each 
other, Oronclide turned to Prazimene to take 
his leave of her, ard then dividing ther 
Company in two, the one retook the Patt: 
which he had lett, wlülſt the other took 2 
quite oppolite one. Meliſtrate had remain- 
ed ilent tor ſome time to conſider on the 
lols of his Friend, which he imagined to be 
unavoidable, had not the converſation of 
her, whom he held to be the deareſt in the 
world divertcd his grict and affliction. He 
had ſcarce quitted the generous Oronclide, 
when his merit was the greateſt part of his 
Diſcgurſe, and not the continuation of his 
Misturtunes. Prugimene Was the only Cure 
ter his wounds, and being far from leaving 
an) ligns, took away ſo much as the re- 
membrance. Their Dilcourſe was not ai- 
Ways upon One Subject: from the Vertucs 
ot Oronclide, they were mindful of their 
den interett in particular; they renuw'd 
anultà 
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amidſt the horror of the Woods, and the 
obſcurity of the Night, thoſe innc ent and 
chaſt careſſes, which at Liberty in a magni- 
ficent and ſplendid Court they had taſted, 
and as if they had undertaken to make 1 
{mall recital of their harmleſs and tender 
aftections, they repeated their Vows which 
they had ſolemnly and mutually made, and 
thoſe Promiſes exactly obſerv'd, and finiſh- 
ing” by a kiſs thoſe agreeable Protcſtations, 
they alighted in a Wood, which they were 
to pals through, to give ſome time for the 
recital of each of their Adventures : But 
Proazimene was no ſooner ſeated on the grafs, 
but that ſleep which could not before ſur- 
ize her by reaſon of the motion of the 
orle gently now endeavour'd to ſlide into 
her eyes; it ſeiz d on her then with a ple- 
ſing violence, and altho' ſhe ſtrove to over- 
come it to pleaſe her Meliſtrate, to whom ſhe 
had begun her Diſcourſe of being carried 
away, ſhe could not ſo well reſiſt it, but 
that after having began one and the ſame 
thing ſeveral times, and told without any 
order ſeveral accidents which deferv'd a par- 
ticular and regular account, ſhe ſuffer' d her 
jelf to be overpower'd by that ſweet and 
21mable Conqueror. The Prince who never 
heard any Eloquence capable of charming 
{ira to that degree, as did this incoherence 
O Prazimene's Diſcourſe, ſuffered her to g0 
Da, without telling ker of her Miſtakes. He 
asl ſo raviſh'd to hear her thus by times 
cell things without order, and then on 2 
\uddain 
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ſuddain recollect her ſelf, that he forgot ts 
intreat her to adjourn her Diſcoure till af- 
ter ſome hours repoſe: At length finding 
her faſt aſleep, he came to himſelf, and re- 
membring his Duty, he laid her ſo that ſhe 
might not be incomoded, by the miſtineſs 
and vapours of the Morning. Some ſmall 
Rays of Light began to make one diſcern 
thole Objects near one, inſomuch that he 
might admire all thoſe Graces which a- 
dorn'd the Perſon of his Princeſs : He ob- 
ſerv d indeed no more than what he had be- 
fore beheld, that is to ſay, her Face alone, 
by reaſon that the Dreſs, wherewith ſhe had 
diſguisd her ſelf, hiding the reſt of her 
Beauties, nothing elſe appear d to him. Ne- 
vertheleſs contemplating on her with an 
extream Liberty, and without being other- 
wie directed, he found out ſeveral Perfe- 
ctions, which he had never obſerv'd *till 
then. He was tranſported more than once 
with the theft of thoſe Favours he ſtole, but 
they were ſo chaſt and innocent, that the 
lincerity of his Deſigns were never ſhaken ; 
and without doubt, this moment had paſt 
with him for the deareſt and moſt happy of 
all thoſe which he had ever cnjoy'd ; if a 
mixture which is ordinarily obſerv'd in all 
things which are raiſed by Nature had not 
taken part in this extream felicity, for being 
then too happy: Meliſtrate felt new pains, 
and fo lively they were, he choſe much ra- 
ther to ſuffer them, than to be depriv'd of 
lo dear an Object, or to be interrupted in 
F 2 luck 
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Inch raviſhing Meditations. If T mult pur. 
chaſe, theſe ineſtimable Graces, ſaid he 
Gods do you not mock me, in permitting 
me to have them at ſo vile a rate, to endure 
Jo little, for ſuch vaſt ſatisfaction, is it 1 
lawful compenſation ? Do not imagine that 
in increafting to the utmoſt, this Martyr- 
dom I thall change for that, ſince the pre- 
lence of Prazimene creating an excels of Joy, 
cannot ſee it ſelf overwhelmed with excel 
| {five Grief. Thus Meliſtrate reſiſted the pain 
and anguith of his Wound. and his Cou- 
rage which could not be leſſened, had ad- 
ded this agreeable Victory to the number of 
thoſe he had obtain'd in ſerving the MHria 
Empire, had not another Enemy affailed 
him: It was the fame which had tubjccted 
the Princeſs, and who enjoying the right of 
a Conqueror, pofleſt her entircly, without 
being Jealous of. But from the ſycets of 
his thoughts, was he ſcarce fallen into the 
charms of repoſe, when Prazimene in ſighing 
awak'd,, ſhe beheld her Melistrate, whole 
paleneſs made her tremble ; and adding 
thereto the remembrance of her Miſer ies paſt, 
together with the tinfortunate Condition of 


her Lover, and the apprehenſions of what | 


yet might happen, her Sighs were going to 
accompany her Tears, when the heard 2 
noiſe near the place where ſhe was. She 
that Sigh'd not at Liberty for fear of d iſturb- 
ing the reſt which Meliſtrate took, feard 
much leſs the danger the had reaſon each 
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[1s repoſe. She roſe then reſolv'd to know 
the occaſion of the noiſe the heard in the 
Wood, and advanc'd tome ſteps towards 
that fide, ſhe thought the heard it. The 
Habit wherewith the was diſguizd gave her 
:Nurance enough, but as the ſtep'd to liſten 
to ſome words which the wind brought that 
way, {he was ſeiz d behind, and turning a— 
bout her head to ſee who it was, the found 
her ſelf in the hands ot a dozen or fifteen 
Soldicrs, being upon the point of returning 
without prey, ſaid the foremoſt of the 
Troop, yet we ſhall fare but very ill, not- 
withſtanding they have met with this Ca- 
vallier. The diſconſolate Prazimene con- 
ſus d to the utmolt by this unhappy acci- 
dent, did not loſe that care ſhe took for the 
Prince; ſhe to whom the practice of many 
Mistortunes had taught her experience, pre- 
lerrd fo well her Judgment in this new 
Captivity, that by an admirable ſtrength of 
rclolution, ſhall 1 cry out, ſaid the to her 
lelt, alas ſhould my voice reach the Ears of 
Melifrate, as J cannot doubt but that it 
will, the ſurprize he will be in zt awaking 
and finding me, may finith what his wounds 
could not perform; or if he ſhould have 
Force enough to reſiſt fo rude an aſſault, 
Gods will he have enough to encounter this 
Company of Soldiers, and ſhall I be ſo mi- 
lerable as to ſec him loſe his Lite for me, 
having already almoſt loſt it by my own 
bands ? what thall J refolvc upon, unhap- 
py Prauimenc, whatever Dciign thou un- 
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dertak ſt, thy Meliſtrate will be loft to thee: | 


To entreat his aſſiſtance, his Death will be 
the Fruit thereof, and if thou calleſt him 
not, thou art yet more aſſur'd to lote him : 
But at leaft let thy Miſery ſerve thce for 
Comtort, and that amidſt fo many Misfor- 
tunes, thou maylt yet acknowledge, that 
Heaven is ſtill fomething favourable to thee, 
in that it has preſery'd to thee underſtand- 
ing enough to know the difference: Thou 
wilt but half deſpair, when thou ſhalt but 
apprehend the death of thy Prince, and 
whether it ſhould ſo happen, through fur- 
prize or regret, or that his wounds, or any 
other accident ſhould give it him, yet un- 
certain of ſo diſmal a Truth, thou wilt fill 
flatter thy ſelf; whereas being preſent at his 
death, which infallibly would follow the 
relief he would undcrtake, thou would 
no longer be Miſtriſs of that ſoft moment 
of hope during the continuance of thy Mi- 
ferics. Farewel then dear /Aclifrate, and if 
the Genius which guides our affections have 
not quite left us; let him take care to in- 
form thee that this adieu, which my poot 
hcart takes of thee, and which my mouth 
dares not utter, is a pure effect of my Love: 
But let him tell thee at the fame time, that 
I would have hazarded thy Life, had not the 
dilgmize of my Sex ſ{ccured my Honovr. 
What other reſolution the Princeſs woull 
have token, ſhe could not have executed tt, 
becauſe that Wuring theſe fecret regrets, 


tiey had carried her tar from the place 
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where Meliſterate repoſed. The Brigade 
faithfully guided, ſtop'd not at the meeting 
of ſeveral Roads, ſo that in all diligence 
they travers d the whole Foreft, and being 
at length come to a Plain full of pleaſant 
Rivolets, which ran into a great River, did 
not leſſen their march till they had gained 
the Bridge. It was on the other fide there- 
of that they began to queſtion the Princeſs, 
and that they told her the was under the 
Ballrian Power: She rezoyc'd on the one 

hand, that ſhe had not met with Thicves, 

as ſhe feared, but the grew ſad on the ot her 

hand, ſeeing her ſelf alone at the difcretion 

of a Prince who having Courted and de- | 
manded her by honourable ways, was un- 
juſtly accus'd for having carried her force- 
ably away, and ſtill more unjuſtly waged 

war againſt on that pretended Sub- 
ect. : = | 
Nevertheleſs conſidering that Affairs were 
no longer as they were at firſt, and that the 
bloody Semiramis had changed the whole 
face thereof, ſhe believed that the Battrians 
were not ſo crucl Enemies to her as that 


without an appearance, ſince the diſcretion 
of thole whoſe Priſoner ihe was, the might 
thereby judge of their Sovereigns Vertues ; 5 
they did not only treat her with Humanity i 
in the taking of her, but alto with much 
courteſie and reſpects in their demands: 
Notwithſtanding what good opinion ſhe 1 
conceiv'd of their uſing her ſo S 
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ſhe was far from diſcovering of her ſelf; it 
was not that the was ignorant that ſhe could 
not always conceal her ſelf, yet as the know 
:t well, the was reſoly'd to lay a reſtraint 
upon her ſelf, ſo ingenioully, that the would 
not make appear the leaſt tign of her Sex, until 


the was in a place where the might diſcover 


Her ſelf with fafety. Compoſing tlien her coun- 
zenance, and making a thew of a greater 
ilurance than in effect the was Miſtreſs of, 
de underliood from thoſe Soldiers that they 
were conducting her to their Camp; ſhe 
enquired 1t their King was there; and the 
was not 
contented with telling of her of that alone, 
but added, that ſome Spies had reported 
the day betbre that the Aſſyrian Army was 
in a ftrange diforder, occaſioned by the 
misfortune arrived to their General, that 
the Troops otghe King their Maſter, half 
overcome by the admirable Condutt of Me- 
{isfr ate, had taken heart again at that good 
News, and that ſcveral Commanders, 'of 
winch he was one at that Report, were 
Commanded to advance 1nto the Country, 
which was uſurp'd by the Enemy, to take 
tome Priſoners; that perhaps the ſurprize of 
that Adventure might make them ſtand leis 
on their guard: But what confirm'd the 
Soldiers more abſolutely in the belief of that 
News, was the arrival of the Princets 4z4- 
liada at the Camp, to whom the King would 
never grant it, tince the beginning of the 


War. 
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War. Prazimene hearing the praiſe of her 
Prince in the months of the Battrians them- 
ſelves, Was agitated by two different Pal- 
ſions, Which the Name of Meliſtrate had 
raited 1n her, when that of Azalinda crea- 
ting in her the ſubject of new thoughts, 
put an end to that difturbance, where un- 
doubtedly fadneſs would have gaincd the 
upper hand. She believed that in throwing 
her {elf into the protection of that Infants, 
ſhe thould there find a refuge which would 
be neceflary for her, in the midſt of a Pco- 

extreamly afflicted on her account; and 
that if there ſhould happen unto her any 
misfortune in that Sanctuary, it would be 
more ſupportable and glorious than the Icaſt 
ſhe ſhould ſuffer having neglected it: Being 
then well reſolv d not to diſcover her ſelf to 
any but the Princeſs, ſhe was conducted to 
the Camp; where it was nois'd as ſoon as 
the was arriv'd, that the Baclrian King was 
going to ſend back the Princeſs Acalinda. 
The fear which poſſeſsd Prazimene of that 
departure, which was to be the next day, 
had without doubt made her deſpair, had 
not her being a Priſoner to a Commander, 
whole curteſie the had much preſum'd up- 
on, weetned the laſt effect of her misfor— 
tune: As he was going to give an account 
ot Ins Courle, and that the afflicted Praxi- 
nene tcared to be preſented to the King, 
She ſtopt him, by the moſt humble and tub- 


uuſhyc Language She could think ot; and 
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that having the efficacy of that Vertue, had 


alſo I know not what which ſurpaſs d all 
that, being pronounc'd by a Mouth which 
it was impoſſible to refuſe. If the Misfor- 
tune of others is capable to make you un- 
derſtand, that you may become ſo your 
ſelf,  {a1d ſhe, treat thoſe which fall into 
your hands, as you could deſire to be treat- 
ed by them, if in their turn they had the 
like advantage over you. Do not grant to 
them 1ndifterently all things, but alſo do 
not deny to them thoſe favours which can- 
not be but indifferent to you. I am of that 


quality and conſideration, that it you knew 


me, I doubt not but your Civilities would 
become exceſſive, ſince in the only quality 
of a Priſoner of War, which deſerves no fa- 
vour, you have ſhewed ſo much reſpect, 
that I remain confuſed. Finith then, and 
make your generoſity perfect: Do not con- 
tent your ſelf with your firſt Favours, add 
thereto if you pleaſe, that which J am go- 
ing to requeſt and 1ntreat. Preſent me 
forthwith to your Princeſs Azaliada, to the 
end ſhe may free me from my Miſcrics. I 
mall not fay that you will oblige me in 
procuring me this honcur, that term will 
icem indecent in the mouth of a Captive, 
who is already too much indebted to ycu, 
but I hall dare to fay that you will oblige 
your {1/ama, and that the Teſtimonies there- 
of which you rendcr,you may givcFaith tomy 
worde, which perhaps appear to you incred.- 


ble, Ihe Commandcr much amaz'd at this 


Requclt, 
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requeſt, ſeem'd nevertheleſs inclinable to ſa- 
tisſie her. He did not only liſten to what 
Prazimene ſaid, but caſting his eye more 
curiouſly than he had done before on her 
face, he there obſery'd ſomething that he 
had not yet ſeen in other Perſons, and what 
without cauſing an entire dazling, created 
at the ſame time reſpect and admiration. In 
fine, without being aſſured that the was a 
Woman, he could not believe her a Man ; 
and in that doubt which leant on that ſide 
where ſo many Charms which are not com- 
mon to Men, compell'd him, he permitted 


| her not to reiterate her Requeſt, but obey d 


— 


immediately. He conducted then Prazime- 
ne to the Princeſſes Quarters, and happily 
there found her as ſhe was entring into a 
Tent prepar'd on purpoſe tor her, but withal 
lo Rich, ſo Spacious and ſo well furniſh'd, 
that one might juſtly take it for a magnifi- 
cent Pallace ; he preſented our unfortunate 
Cavalier likewiſe with a Warlike Comple- 
ment, and telling her in few wotds the ex- 
tream delire the Fair Priſoner teſtified to be 
cftered to her, put that young Princeſs into 
luch a confuſion of «thoughts, of which ſhe 
alone knew the Cauſe. She received Prazi- 
mene With an air 1o charming, that altho 
that fair unhappy Lover was not ignorant 
of her on proper Beauty, ſhe thought ſhe 
poſſeſs' d none in compariſon of what She 
beheld in the Countenance and Actions of 
the Infanta. If Prazimene was rav ſhd with 
the grace of Azalinda, Azalinda found her 
{elt 
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ſelf no leſs ſurpriz'd at the Charms ſhe be- 
held in P7razimene, and nevertheleſs in the 
mutual ſurprize, the one acted nothing let 
lening her Condition and Station, nor the 
orher againſt the Deſign the had propoſed to 
her felt. Madam, {aid the Suppliant, throw— 
ing her ſelf at the feet ofthat Sactuary which 
the had fought for, rejoyce at your good 
Fortnne; bleſs the Gods for that they have 
vis Day delivered into your power the fa— 
tal cauſe of the War, by which means that 
Kingdom which of Right belones to you, 
is almoſt ruined. Batria need no longer 
bewail its Loſſes, ſince ſhe has the means to 
take a ſignal Revenge upon the Perſon who 
has ſerved tor a pre tence to create it. Iam 
the occalion of the Slaughter of ſo many 
Men, which an Undertaking apparently 
juſt, yet in effect very unjuſt, has mitera- 
bly Sacrificd to Love and Hatred: For in 
two Kingdomsſtraightly joyn'd by Alliance, 
Manners and Aﬀections have ſufter'd a 
bloody divition; and for me thole tertile 
and rich Fields have been cultivated by the 
hands of Death; deferr not then any longer 
great Princeſs, to ſatisfie the Vows of a 
People who will behold the end of their 
niſeries by the end of mine; let a fatal 
momeit tor me, but advantagcous to the 
two Crowns, put a period to thote unhap- 
py remaining days, which the preſerving ot 
my Lite docs yet prepare for them, and 
that the ſmall tream of my Blood might 
yScal aud Detend this Country trom _ 

rue 
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eruel intindation which flotys from all parts; 
By a Rigour 1o ſevere yet juſt, you may re- 
venge all thofe Crimes, which the War has 
committed ; by that means you may fix a 
tottering Crown, and you will appear 
wonderful in one thing, that in endeavour- 
ing tor you you will profit by your Enc- 
mies. Prazimene had not faid jo much, if 
the tilence that the Princes obſery d, bad 
not given her the opportunity to continue 
it; and nevertheleſs altho' her aſtoniſhment 
was grcat, to hear words which the could 
not comprehend, yet the let none fhp from 
her. Gods, ſaid the, what a precious Trea- 
fure is Liberty, ſince the loſs thereof carries 
with it, that likewiſe of our judgment. 
This Captive here makes that plainly appear 
in the thought, which he has to be the Sub- 
jcct and Cauſe of our Diſorders, which 
without doubt has hapned to him, but ſince 
his being taken, wherein his mind is more 
intereſted than his Body. She was then go- 
ing to Command them that they ſhould 
treat the Priſoner as his Youth and Beauty 
delerrd ; when Prazimene approaching 
nearer, to the end that the Infanta alone 
might behold, what ſhe would ſhew her, 
unbutton'd her Obat, and with a Bathtul- 
ncts which this Action rais'd, not without 
realon, made her obſerve a part, which had 
been without parallel, in having no defect, 
had not the Ike centred in the Princeſs, in 
tne tame perfection: It was a Breaſt which 
atonich a her, as well for its due propor- 
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tion and whiteneſs, as to ſee it in a Perſon, 


whole Habit made her judge it to be of x 
Sex unworthy of ſo precious an Ornament: 
What ſaid ſhe, fair Captive (having now 
dilcovered her by her voice as well as by 
that action) is not Prazimene the fatal Fire- 
brand to this Kingdom? and after that 
Truth owned, the ſame Prazimene confeſſes 
it her ſelf without any Reaſon : Is it a ſign 
that ;lhe has loſt her Judgment, when the 
leeks to periſh in the general wreck, of 
which ſhe 1s the innocent and unhappy 
Cauſe. Think better of her fair Princels, 
Interrupted Prazimene, and ſay ſhe has loſt 
that good Fortune which once ſhe peace- 
ably enjoy d. Say ſhe is abandon'd by the 
Gods, add moreover that ſhe has loſt be- 
yond hope the laſt of Happineſs which 
ought to remain ; but do not fay that her 
ſenſes are loſt, ſince they are fo ſenſible of 
her Miſeries, ſince they ſo lively reſent them, 
and that they ſeck to be eas'd and reliev d 
by the extreameſt of all Remedies. What 
are you the fo famed Prazimene, cryed the 
Infanta, are you that Incomparable Princeſs 
who is reipected even by thoſe whom ſhe 
makes to juffer; then ardently embracing 
her, the remained ſome time without ſpeak» 
ing, but beginning again her Diſcourſe; 
certainly ſaid the, I find my {elf under a 
prodigious aſtoniſhment : It is not that I 
doubt, Madam, that you are not that Prin- 
cels whole exquiſite Periections triumph o- 
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Aja ; witneſs the King my Father, who quite 
contumed by 0 glorious a Flame, from an 
old Monarch, is in a few years become a 
oung Lover. Thoſe pert Tiens which I 
hon already obſerved, ' and of which the 
Gods were never ſo Prodigal but to a Pra- 
zimene alone makes me too ſenſible to doubt 


thereof: But I do not eſteem my ſelf happy 


enough to enjoy a benefit, which notwith- 
ſtanding 1 find I have not with'd for in 
vain: At that going to renew her embra- 


| ces, Prazimene retir d. Hold, Madam, ſaid 


ſhe, I am ſo contagious, that the bare ſee- 
ing of me, is of ſufficient force to infect you 
with my miſeries: If far diſtant from your 
Kingdom I have cauſed ſo much ill to it, 
what may it not ſuffer now that I am pre- 
ſent in it, and may you not ſuffer, yon 
who by an estraordinaty bounty, trcats 
thus the caule of all your Misfortunes. No, 
no, Madam, I do not demand of you any 
tavour, which may prove fatal to you; I do 


not ſeck for a Protection, that may involve 


you in my Ruine; but 1 implore ſuch a Re- 
medy which ought to be your Revenge, and 
my dafcty: I (ſhall not, auiwered the [n{an- 
ta, eſteem my ſelf uncivil, 1f I ſhould have 
no regard to your Prayer and Entreaty; tor 
belides its being too full of deſpair to be 
granted, it would likewiſe deprive me of a 
latistaction, for the enjoyment of which, I 
have often implored the Gods. Say no more 
o me, continued the, oblerving that Pra- 
Timene Was going 10 interrupt her, that 
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Bactria is deſerted becauſe of you, that its 
whole extent is but as one Tomb to its In. 
habitants; that its Fields inſtead of Delight- 
ing the Sight with their natural verdure, 
trightens one with #the fight of Bones, as 
well as the blood with which they are 
{prinkled. It is indeed of great concern, 
yet it is much inferior and beneath that 
Treaſure which at preſent I enjoy, all ought 
to be proportiond, 0 that thoſe things 
which are common may be acquired more 
calily, but thoſe which are excellent ought 
to be purchas'd at a dearer Rate; I behold 
you, I enjoy your Company: Badlria there- 
tore 1s too well recompenced ; I will not 
Hy tor one part of its Loſſes, but too well 
made amends, as to the Price it ſelt, which 
you have colt it. The Captain who had 
taken Prazimene, altomſh'd at an Adven— 


ture ſo rare, made an exact reflection from 


that very moment, to the time the was 
ſeiz'd: Wlulſt the two Princes were thus 
d1{courſing, he 1magincd that if he had not 
treated her as a Perſon of Merit, at leaſt he 
had not offered her thoſe Indignitics 
which the moſt moderate Conqucrors 
excerciſe over their Captives; and finding 
that nothing had paſt, but what might be 
look'd upon as a tavourable uſage, he be- 
hey d that her Dreſs, which appear's ſome- 
thing extraordinary, would make that pals 
tor Courtetie, which the knowledge of hei 
Sx and Quality had claimed in another 
manner, Penamng therefore well 5 
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hed, he was yet the more overjoy'd, that 
Heaven had made choice of him to be the 
Inſtrument of putting into his Princes hands 
the aimable cauſe of ſo many diſorders. In 
the mean time the Infanta, after thoſe great 
Teltimomics of aftection, by which ſhe en- 
deavour d to comfort Prazimene, obtain'd 
at laſt from that afHi&ted Fair one, that the 
would take ſome Repoſe. She was not ſa- 
tished with Conducting her her ſelf into the 
Richeſt Chamber in her Pavillion; the was 
notwithſtanding the humble Endeavours of 
Prazimene, the molt affectionate and offici- 
ous of all thoſe which by her Command. 
were appointed to ſerve her. I cannot tell 
whether I ought to call theſe tew hours, 
which this charming afflicted one remain'd 
without Motion, Sleep or no, {ince that her 
Mind being fatigued with her Dilturbances 
and Maistortuncs, created troubleſome 
Dreams, which robb'd her of the ſweetneſs 
of her Repoſe. But be it atter what man- 
ner ſoever J call it, Whether Repoſe or Tor- 
ment, however it had the appearance and 
likelihood of Sleep, if it was not a true one. 
Azalinda, who had often wiſh'd and de- 
lircd to ſee Prazimene, found it ſo difficult 
to believe, that ſhe enjoy d that ſatisfaction, 
that the reaſoned for ſome time thereon, to 
the end the might doubt no more. At 
length the Object the had before her eyes 
lurmounting all her incertaintics, created 
in her another deſire to accomplith the 
latter: It was to lcarn the Cauſe which o- 
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blig'd that Princeſs to make appear ſo won- 
derful a Deſpair. 
which the wore, and by what ſtrange means 
ſhe came in her Power created in her that 
Curioſity. But what ſhe had heard in Pub- 
lick coming freſh in her memory, made it 
o violent, that how great ſoever might be 
the pleaſure ſhe received in contemplating 
of her whilſt ſhe Repoſed; and regarding 
at her pleaſure each feature of her face, 
wherein there was nothing but what was 
Cha ming, ſhe would have been willing 
that Praximene had not Repoſed ſo long; 
the firſt moment when s. 

ſhould awake, hindred her from carrying 


the News of this Adventure to the King; 


inſomuch that ſhe was forc'd to content her 
ſelf, to let him know it from the Officer, 
who had no ſmall ſhare therein. As Axa- 
linda was mufing on what ſhe fo much de- 
tired to know, and thinking upon what had 
been 1mputed to that Monarch about the 
carrying away of that Princeſs, ali things 
appeared to her obſcure, Prazimene through 
an ordinary effect of Dreams, cry d out, 
no, no, Meliſtrate, this teparation ſha'l no 
ways divide us ; whatever Inteligence there 


may ſcem to be between the abominable Se- 


miramis and our Deſtinies; my mind (hall 
always attend you, if I cannot accompany 
you otherwiſe with thete words ihe a- 


wak'd, and receiving a Kits from Azalinda, 
jult as the opened her eyes, and at the fame 


Lune heard ſuch kind expreſſions, which 
were 


The Habit of a Man 
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were ſo many Charms to render perfect a 
Friendſbip which was eſtabliſhing between 
them. They were but promiſes of a perpe- 
tual Union, and Hiſtory may lawfully aſ- 
ſert, that that ſmall Dialogue might have 
pals'd for one of the molt excellent Diſcour- 


ies which ſhe ever Recorded, could the Au- 


thor make an entire recital of it. It ended 
but not the Infanta's deſire, which when 
Prazimene knew, if you requeſt ſo much, 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, to know my Adventures, 
why do you not clearly let me know it, to 
the end I may ſatisfie you therein; tell me 


if you pleaſe, that you will participate of 


my good and evil Fortune, but likewiſe 
promiſe that you will have patience to hear 
ſo long a recital, and you thall behold me 
this moment Triumphant, to ſee my ſelf re- 
duc'd to this unhappy State, that it ſuffices 
to perſwade us that the Heavens have Limits 
when they raiſe us, but none when they are 
pleaſed to abate us. If to aſſure you of my 


patience, an{wered Azalinda, is the means 


to engage you the eaſier in the recital of your 
Adventures, I will promiſe you to equal 
that with the deſire I have to hear them; 
therefore do not think lightly to paſs over 
any Circumſtances of your Mido, rather 
force your {elf to remember the leaſt paſſa- 
ges, to the end I may know them as tho- 
rowly, as if they were my own. Oh, Ma- 
dam, ſaid Praximene, 1 muſt not only in o- 
beying of you, entertain you with the par- 
ticulars of my Lite alone, but 1 inult joyn 
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with it thoſe of a Queen whole Vertue here- 
totore favoured me, but whoſe Crimes and 
Malice at this time perſecute me; and it 
will rather caute your deſire to langnith, 
than to ſatisfie your Curiolity, No matter 
Fair Princeſs, added the Jnfanta, provided 
it makes no addition to your Sufftcrings ; it 
will be an additional ſatisfaction to me, it 
it be of the Qucen Sciramis you are to 
ſpeak of, I ſhall be glad to learn the won- 
ders of a Life, which as I have often heard, 
never yet had its equal: It is ot the ſame, 
continued Prazimene, and ſince the enter- 
taining of you therewith, will be agreeable, 
it is neceſſary that I relate her Hiſtory before 
my own: Then having a new embrac d 
each other, the Battrian Princeſs diſpoſed 
her {elf to give attention to what Prazimene 
was going to lay, and that unfortunate 
Princeſs thus began her Diſcourſe. 


The End of the Firſt Book, 


PR A. 


= 


re- 


ind 
it 
ith, 
11 
lcd 
it 


it 


0 
n- 
rd, 
ne, 
cr. 
lc, 
ore 
cd 
led 
ene 
ate 


FRAG&GI1MENSES 


THE 
Second BOO K. 


HEN I repaſs in my Memory, 
thole Incomparable Vertucs, 
which I have 1o long admird 
in that Queen, who will take 
up moſt part of my Diſcourſe; 1 have all 
the ſatisfaction imaginable to have for an 
ordinary Entertainment the faireſt moments 
of her Youth ; fince that it is true, that 
contrary to the common order of things, 
the has made appear in a time, when if we 
ought to give way to our Paſſions, it is the 
Seaſon. when they exerciſe over us the molt 
violent Empire and Sway; and that Wit- 
dom and Vertue with which we ought to 
be endow'd to ſuppreſs all others in the great 


undertaking of an Heroick and Noble Life: 
But when I czale to meditate on that 
thought, and that from her generous Inno- 
cency, I come to reflect on that prodigious 
duorder which by her later Actions have 
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bee made appear, I remain ſo ſurpriz'd, that 
I demand of my ſelf, if what I heretoforc 
admired was true, ſince what I now find is 
fo diſtant from it; or if what I now ſceis 
falſe, ſince thoſe things which I have here- 
tofore took ſo much pleaſure to imitate, have 
been ſo generally obſerv'd, that it is not 
1 to recall in doubt, becauſe it is true 

adam, that all thoſe eminent and excellent 
qualities (to amount to that degree, of which 
Fame has ſpoke ſo loud, and that never any 
yet attained to, but that Princeſs of whom 
I am going to ſpeak) were found ſo remark- 
able in her Perſon, that the ought to be na- 
med Vertue it ſelf, and not the Vertuous 
Semiramis. And if to content you in part, 
you deſire that I ſhould make you a rough 
deſcription, I ſhall begin by thoſe thines 
which are the neareſt ; I mean by the Ex- 
cellencies of her Body: But if from thence 
you would have me pals to other Wonders, 
which the no longer poſſeſſes, I mean thoſe 
dazling Beauties, which leaſt they ſhould 
ſurprize the whole World, are hid within, 
and which never ſhine out but by effects: | 
will not deſire you to give a diſpenſation, 
but to permit me only to ſay little, in ſig- 
fying much. 
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The Hiſtory of SEMIR AMIS. 
T His Queen of whom I ſpeak, was Fair, 


not becauſe of thoſe Ornaments with 
which Nature enriches the Ladies to whom 
often that Title is given. She was Fair I 
ay, not in that manner as thoſe are, which 
are not to be look'd upon without extraor- 
dinary Raptures ; but ſhe was endow'd 
with a Beauty ſo Divine, as ſtrikes an awe 
into the greateſt Courages, abaſes and hum- 
bles the Proud and Haughty, ſurprizes the 
molt aſſur d, and gives admiration to the 
moſt indifferent; good Gods, by thoſe ac- 
compliſhments how many Adorers has ſhe 
acquired to her ſelf, and how many Amo- 
tous Offerings have been preſented to ſuch 
juſt merits ; but her Ingenuity and Wit, 
together with her manner of Bchaviour had 
a great {hare therein. The Country, which 
was witneſs of ſo many Bcauties to make 
up but one intire Miracle was Syria, and 
the delightful Aſcalon was the happy City 
wherein the was bred, which gives Name to 
the Kingdom of which it is the Capital, as 
this Monarchy takes its Name from the 
Principal Scats of its Kings. I was ſo young 
when thoſe rare perfections began to thine 
and appear to all Afa, that I cannot call to 
mind, whether they were taken notice of 
all at once, or by degrees; and I was ſcarce 
artived to the Age wherein a firm Reaſon 
and judgment begins to enlighten the Un- 
derſtanding, 
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derſtanding, when hers was become ſo ſound 
and perfect, that imagination its ſelf did 
own its inability of making an addition to 
it, It was at that tune when the great NM. 
nus, of Memory equally glorious, and de- 
plorable, became enamoured with ſo many 
pertections. 1 ſhall begin my Diſcourle but 
zuſt before her Marriage, ſince my own 
knowledge extends it ſelf but little before 
that Ceremony. You are not ignorant, 
Madam, that that Victorious Prince was 
the Son of a Father, whole Ambition and 
Courage had made hm to be fear'd by 
his Neighbours, altho he perform'd not 
much, and that far cxcecding fo noble an 
Example he had concety'd in his Mind, ſuch 
Deſigns which were infinitely beyond to 
worthy a Predecc{lor. Following then, or 
rather exceed ing by much thoſe bravcExam- 
ples, without any other motive than that 
of Glory and Renown ; after having vat 
quith'd the Meſſaputamians, the Per ſiaue, the 
Medes, and divers other Nations, which 
by force of Arms he ſubdued in an Age ot 
Vigour and Strength, he reſolved at lentil 
to carry his Victorious Arms againſt the 
Syrians; Thither he came with a numercus 
Army, and finding nothing able to reit 
him, over-run the whole Country till he 
came to the Kingdom ot Aſcalon. He en— 


coumred Tarſenos its King, Father to the 
Princeſs whote Hiſtory I am relating, and 
overcame him ſo imircly in three pitchd 
that at length that untortunate 
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Capital City of his Kingdom, and to truft 
his weltare to Walls and Ramparts, having 


three generous Combates, You may repre- 
ſent to your imagination what was the dif- 
order amongſt us during the Siege of that 
City, ein it was lodg'd likewiſe all our 
hopes; there was nothing but tears, and 
the Gods received leſs Prayers from us 
| through Devotion than Fear, all was in de- 
(pair, our Proviſion began to fail, the Sol- 
diers were very much decreas'd by Sallics 
and Diſeaſes, and at laſt all the Reſolution 
and Councel tended to die in a generous 
and final effort. In truth it might well 
prove fatal, ſince it was deſign'd to draw 
out from the Town all thoſe that were ca- 
pable of bearing Arms, to the end that dy- 
ing by the hands of their Enemies, they 
miglit revenge their deaths, wlülſt thoſe 
that remained, unable to undergo that em- 
ploy, were to put fire to all, and to ſave 
tac Honour of the Aſcalonian Ladics, in per- 
Iwading the moſt Couragious to put an end 
themſcives to their Lives, and by killing 
thoic whoſe weak Reſolution ſhould fail 
them ; moſt ccrtain it is that Fame had de- 
ceived us; grounded on fone feeble appear- 
ances, the had repreſented the Great Niuus 
is a Monlter, who had no other deſign in 
bis Conquetts than to ſatisfie a vaſt Ambi- 
On, a Pride 1njupportable, and a Savage 
Cuchy. In a word, that is to fay as a 
Prince 


Prince was forc'd to ſhut himſelf up in the 


not met with it in the reſolute diſpute ot 
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Frince the moſt Wicked and Inhumane; 
and yet nothing was more contrary to his 
Temper ; none of thoſe Vices with which he 
was defam'd were lodg'd within him; but 
on the contrary, he was Maſter of all thoſe 
Vertues which were oppoſite to them; 1n- 
ſomuch that of the ſweeteſt and molt excel- 
lent Prince in the World, they hade made 
him a moſt dreadful Tyrant. The incom- 
parable Semiramis carried by a Reſolution 
altogether particular was reſolved to accom- 
pany in that Action thoſe Ladies which 
came near her in Courage; ſhe ſeparatdd 
then thoſe who deſpiſed their Lives, from 
thoſe who lamented the loſs thereof; and 
having ſhut her ſelf up in the Palace, which 
ſhe no longer beheld as the delightful A bode 
of the Kings of Aſcalon, but as the Tomb of 
her Chaſtity ; without making appear any 
ſign of fear, but rather with an affurcd 
Countenance, the conjurcd them not to re- 
gret thoſe days they were going to ſhorten; 
when in the midſt of her Diſccurfe, as jf in- 
{pired by the Tutelar God of our Country, 
ſhe ſtop'd on a ſuddain, and ſcem'd to ſtu- 
dy ; After a ſhort filence, ſhe changing her 
face and words, crye cut, yes 1 will don; 
and pcrhaps the Gods, who witkout doubt 
have inſpired me with this thought, will be 
aſſiſtant to iny deſign, and perhaps will act 
by the hand of a ſingle Woman, what they 
would not ſuffer to be done by the power 
and ſtrength of a great many Men. Than 
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moſt truſted, ſhe enjoen'd the others to at- 
tempt nothing till they had heard from her, 
and fo retiring into a Chamber which the 
ſhut too her felf, fo much aftoniſh'd thute 
which remain'd behind, that they beheld 
each other, without being able to do other- 
wile. In the interim the Soldiers, being 
joyn'd with moſt of the Inhabitants of A- 
calon, were got into the Field, Couragiouſly 
to Celebrate there their own Funeral Rights, 
and were encountred by the Enemy. The 
Blood ran down on all ſides, and the Earth 
aſhamed to behold ſuch a Maſlacree, refus d 
to ſhew its own natural colour to the eyes 
of the Combatants, to repreſent to them 
that of death and deſolation. Already the 
number of the dead, exceeded that of the 
Iving, and the loſs, altho' much leſs on our 
ide, nevertheleſs was advantagious to the 
Enemy, becauite they exceede ns much in 
number; when a Knight nchly Armed, 
followed by two others, whoſe Armour 
was not leſs fair, arrived at the place where 
he Victory was diſptued with fo. much 
heat, becaute thoſe Strangers carried neither 
he Device nor Livery of the Aſcalonites, 
nor of the Aſſyrians, thoſe that ſaw them, 
duld not judge of what ſide they were, 
winch obliged ſome of the Enemies Party to 
rance towards them, to be known who 
ney were. But had no ſooner overtaken 
hein, when inſtead cf putting themſelves 
n a polture of defence, they rendred them- 
eyes Priloners. He that was the richlieſt 
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Arm'd of the three, ſpeaking to thoſe who 
had taken them, pray d them on the ſpot 
to conduct them to their Prince, in order 
to diſcloſe to him a Sccret of Moment ; they 
imagining that they had met with ſome- 
thing very advantageous, as well for their 
Party, as for their own particular Fortune, 
did not ſtay to be entreated to it a ſecond 
time : They conducted the Priſoners to- 
wards that Squadron where the King was in 
Perſon ; and making. ſome of the Com- 
manders to underſtand the importance of 
their Prize, the King was immediately Ad- 
vertis'd therewith, He retired from amidſt 
his Soldiers to give them Audience; and 
having receivd them with all the Civility 
the Place conld admit of, promiſcd them 
very extraordinary Recompences, provided 
there was nothing of Treachery in what 
they had to declare. It muſt be owned, 
Madam, that a brave Warriour in the heat 
of a Combate, ſeems to poſſeſs more at that 
time, than the bare quality of Man pcrmits 
him to be Maſter of in the reſt of his Actions, 
I mention this, according as I have heard 
of the great Ninus, when he recerv'd thok 
Knights. He appearcd to them greater than 
je greateſt of Men that they had ever ſeen; 
id that cruel and violent exeiciſe he had 
been performing, had ſo heated him, that 
they immediately thought that fire prc- 
ceeded from his Eyes, and that his Body 
being likewiſe enflamed, his Arms wer 
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that heat, as by the blood of his Enemies. 
This Oblervation was not made by me, I 
had it from the Chictett of thoſe three that 
beheld the Aſſyrian Monarch in that Con- 
dition, and who fer to ſatisfie him ſpake 
thus. Unjuſt Prince, I know very well, 
that to come near to ſpeak to you, I mult 
of neceſſity make uſe of this piece of ſubt1!- 
ty, by which I have ſucceeded ; being cer- 
tain that after any other manner 1t would 
have been 1mpoſſible for me to obtain what 
I now come to demand. It is not there- 
fore to advertize thee of thy Victory that 1 
came hither into thy preſence ; it is fill 
leſs the deſire to flatter thee, having alone 
elcapd the wreck of my Country; but a 
Lawful and juſt defiance 1 come to offer to 
thee, to ſpare the remains of the miicrable 
Aſcalonites, which thy Arms are ready to 
Sacrifice to thy Cruelty ; cauſe I pray thee, 
this Maſſacree fo unpleaſing to the Gods to 
ccaſe, and by a tmall Rivolet of Blood 
which one of us two ſhall ſhed, put a ſtop 
to that inundation, which has almoſt over- 
flow'd this Kingdom. Be no longer deaf 
to thoſe diſmal Cries and fearful Groans of 
lo great a number which muſt perith thro 
thy Ambition; let thy compaſſion be no- 
longer wanting towards thoſe who are no 
lets Men than thy ſelf, and by thy become- 
ing more juſt, either do thou thy {elf 
purchaſe the Victory, os loſe it. Thoſe 
who ſtood round that unknown Knight, 


began to murmur from the very firſt Word 
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he ipoke; and it is likely that they had cut 


in pieces thoſe three Priloners, had not the 
great Ainus in addreſſing himſelf to than 
before he return'd the Anſwer, which he 
had reloiv'd on, as ſoon as he had heard 
that Cour:geous Aſcalonite had not Com- 
manded them on the peril of their own 
Lives to act nothing in prejudice to what 
he had promiſed. Then addreſſing bimſelk 
to the Knight; I accept of thy offer, aid 
he, our Diſpute ſhall make a deciſion of 
the War, provided that thou art ſomething 
above a common Soldier. Were I not ofa 
Quality faitable, anſwered the Knight, I 
ſhould not be guilty of ſo much raſhnck, 
as thus to addreſs my felf to the greatelt 
Monarch of Afa, I am a Prince, and can 
boaſt that my Anceſtors have always been 
inveſted with the Royal Diadem. Thy 
word is enough, added the King, I require 
no proot of the truth thereof, ſince 1 had 
been ſatisficd, hadſt thou been but of the 
Novility of thy Country ; but docs thy 
King agree and conſent to thy Propoſals; 
yes, aniwered he, as oon as thou haſt put 
a [top to the Battel, and that I ſhall hzve 
jent a tew werds unto him. Anz imme— 
diarely ordered a Retreat be founded. and 
Living leave to one of the Companions ot 
lum who had demanded the Combate, to be 
conducted by one of the chief of his Camp, 
towards the Troops ot the A/calonian Mo- 
narch, that old Prince, whe-would have 
icad his Men cven to deatli it, ſelt, ad 
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than to ſurvive them, was greatly ſurpriz d 
when he beheld the MHrians retreating, 
imagining that ſome great diſorder was 
hapned amongſt them; he would have pur- 
ſued them, but his Soldiers wounded on all 
ſides, and reduc'd to one half of their num- 
ber, whatever were their endeavours they 
could not obey him: As he was wondring 
at ſo ſuddain a Change, coniidering on the 
cauſe of it, the Troop which convoy'd the 


| Knight appear d to get his conſent ; he re- 


ceiv'd the News, as we receive all ſuddain 
and unexpected things, and the Knight de- 
manding to be heard in private, repreſented 
it to him jutt in the tame manner as his 
Companion had ſpake to the Aſſyrian King ; 
that is to lay without diſcovering humſelt, 
and the great advantage he would reap by 
the Combate : If the Gods ſaid he, ſhould 
be favourable to him who undertakes your 
Quarrel, you will thereby put an end to 
the War, which otherwiſe cannot be ended 
but by your Loſs, and the total deſtruction 
of your Subjects. That if on the other 
hand, that Knight thould be overcome, 
ou would be never the tarther oft from the 
means of dying generouſly, according to 
your tormer intention, without violating. 
the word you have given. Therenpon his: 
Majeity Itiiing him ſce that he did not un- 
derltand that way of kecping his word, 
winch was to reſign bis Kingdom to the 
Enemy, it he remained Victorious; the 
Knight told lim that he inult reſign his 
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Crown, but was not obliged to ſurvive the 
Loſs; and that being already reſolv'd 7 
die, he might ſtill flatter himſelf with the 
laſt hopes, which were, that if he ſhould 
not ſucceed, the way which he might fol- 
low would ſtill be open to him, all others 
being denied. Tarſenos ſatisficd with theſe 
Reaſons, ſent for the A/rians, and Swear- 
ing in their preſence to obſerve all that the 
Prince had promiſed on his part, and which 
he had agreed upon with their King, ſent 
them with the Knight back again. In the 
mean time Ninus, who had receiv'd but 
| ſome very flight hurts in the Battel, would 
not delay the Combate *till the Mbrrow. 
Tired as he was, but yet animated to the 
utmoſt, and agitated by that Courage which 
he juſt came from exerciſing, he was deſi- 
rous to leave no interval between the ſatiſ- 
faction that he ſhould give his Enemy, and 
the ſecret deſire of Revenge, with which 
his Soul was diſturbed. In vain his greateſt 
Favourites and Friends endeavour'd to dit- 
ſyade him. In vain they offer'd to be ho- 
nour'd with taking his place in the Com- 
bate : He made no reply to them upon that 
Subject, till he had made them know that 
he was as ſteady in his Reſolves, as inviola- 
ble in his Promiſes. The Place appointed 
was between the two Armies, juſt in that 
{pace which the AHrians had left between 
them and our Troops, where Cur oſity 
ſhewed what power it has over us : Oh! 
how violent is that Paſſion, and hojy alen 
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does it make us ſuffer ſtrange inconvenien- 
cies for very little ſatisfaction; that was the 
Cauſe that the wounded ot each Party took 
ſo little care of their Hurts, ſo great was 
their deſire to behold ſo Noble a Spectacle, 
and to be witneſſes themſelves of the Succets. 
Ninss and the unknown, placing themſelves 
oppolite to one another, hfted up their arms 
at one and the ſame time, and threw their 
Lances, which rebounded back again; 
they received no harm, but when they with 
their Swords in hand it was otherwiſe; the 
Aſſyrian Monarch following the inſtigation 
of his anger, ſummon'd all his Strength to 
aſſure hymſelf of the Victory, by the advan- 
tage of the firſt aſſault. His Sword ready 
to obey, did not nevertheleſs perform all his 
Maſter hoped for, nor had it betray'd him, 
had it intirely executed his deſign : It is 
true, it touch'd the Enemies Helmet, bur 
in ſuch a manner, that it only broke the 
Buckles of it, the violence of the Blow fall- 
ing upon his left Arm made a dangerous 
Wound. With what ſurprize was the King 
{e1zd withal, when inſtead of rejoycing at 
lo fair a blow, contrarily he was in a dif- 
pair; what a confuſion was he in, when 


ok loling his Life by his hands, he found 
bimſelf ready to loſe. his own, by that 
Wound which he had given to the Faireſt 
Creature in the World. As he alone was: 
able to reſent it, he alone alas, if Living, 
would be capable to expreſs it perfectly. A: 
long Head of Hair 2 8 ing it ſelf at the 
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me time that the Helmet fell off, mightily 
Honiſh'd him, but a Face full of Charms, 
ana mingtec with Majelty, appearing x 
length ſhining with Glory, touch'd bim 5 
icn{ bly, that it reduc'd him to that Condi. 
tion, winch one might ſay was neither dead 
nor living, but the medium ot thoſe two 
cxtreams. He l;v'd threugh the uſual Min- 
cl: and efficacy of thole tair Eyes, but he 
died with regret of having ſo cruelly offend- 
ed her, to whom he would have much m- 
ther have paid his Adorations. In a word, 
It was the incomparable & miramis, who net 
b. ing capable ot conceiving ſmall Deſięns 
had undcrtaken to Fight the Victorious M- 
nus, and to dic by his Arms, or to purchalc 
the quiet of her Country by the death of 
that Hero. She had, s I told yuu, taken 
with eher the four Ladies which {ſhe loved 
belt, and being by their aſliſtance Arm d, 
had made choice of two to accompany her 
under the like diſguize; ſhe went forth of 
the Palace through the Gardens, and reach: 
ing the Door which was nearclt the Fight, 
there lett thoſe two which bad not Armed 
themiclves, toxbblerve from the top ot a 
high Tcwer the event of her Deſign, to the 
end that if it proved not ſucceſsful, they 
might tell us, that we might generouſſy put 
an end to our Lives. Niuus remaind mo— 
tonlcls, and appcar'd as it he had loſt bis 
ſtrengih by the violence of that crucl Blow, 
and Semiramis then had a wonderiul advan” 
tage, had the been her tclt 5 but und: 
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tl what had almoſt overwhelm'd her, ſhe re- 
„ mained ſome time without being ſenſible 
what was become of her ſelf. In the mean 
time Ninus greatly afflicted, lookt on him- 
ſelt not as alone guilry of that unhappy, acct- 
dent: But Traytor, cry'd he to his Sword ,. 
deeming that as guilty as himſelf, why didit 
not thou turn thy ſelf againſt me, when my 
unhappy Arm oblig'd thee to commit this 
Sacrilegious Act. Alas! doſt thou not re- 
member that when I fixt thee to my ſide, I. 
made then a Vow never to employ tee a- 
gainſt Ladies: And notwithſtanding, wret- 
che4-as-thou art, thou halt made me per- 
E Do not tell me that I ought to have 

nown that wonderful Perſon better than. 
thy felf, ſince it is certain that things altho' 
inſenüble, yet have the apprehenſions of a. 
Divinity. But why ſhould 1 thus blame 
you, fince on the other hand, it is true, 
that thou halt been infinitely more fayour- 
able than my ſelf; I lifted thee up to take 
away her lite, and thou didſt but wound. 
ber; yet in wounding her, thou haſt diſco- 
vered my Crime, to the end that my Igno- 
rance might no longer conceal it. Thus he 
ipake without knowing more of that Ad- 
venture, than that he had fought with a. 
Virgin, whole Brauty was Divine, not 
lupeeting in the leaſt that it was the Prin- 
cels Semiramis. In the mean time, the came. 
to her teit, and finding that fie was diſco- 
vered, was ſo tranſported with anger, that 
[hc ſurioudy ran upon her Enemy; rather 
Our 
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out of a deſire to die, than in hopes of re- 
venging her ſelf. Ninut who had not taken 
Is eyes from off of her Face, took his 
Sword by the Point, and meeting her half 
way, and offered it to her with great Sub- 
miſſion; but ſceing ſhe would not abate the 
Severity of her Humour, and that ſhe en- 
deavoured to provoke him to put an end to 
the Combate after another manner, At 
leaſt ſaid he to her, if you will not receive 
this deteſtable Sword from my hands, as 
from thoſe of a vanquiſhd Perſon, receive 
it to take away my Life with that Weapon 
with which I attempted yours. Whilſt the 
generous King ſpake thus, and that the 

rinceſs for anſwer gav2 him nothing but 
injurious and reproachful Language, thc 
King of Aſcalon underſtood that it was his 
Daughter that had reſolv'd to Fight for the 
welfare of her Country. At firſt his Troops 
knew her not, and were in an cqual atto- 
niſhment with their Enemies: But when 
they were nearer advanc'd, they knew ber 
better by her Voice than by her Hair, Some 
immediately carried the News to the King, 
who giving no Credit to the {mall appcar- 
ance of , regarded not the Report. A 
Maid ſo tender as Scmiramis, ſaid Tarr nos, 
to undertake a thing, which in the molt 
Couragious of my Subjects would prove 2 
ridiculous timerity, Oh Gods! can you be 
tieve it. It is your Daugzhier, antwercd 
they, and conſ.quent!ly is capable* of Lit 
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to loſe her Life, not to fall into the Ene- 
mies hands, without doubt {he rather choſe 
this way, by which ſhe has attempted the 
Liberty of her Country. Theſe words were 
{ſcarce pronounc'd, when it was confirm'd 
by others, and then, the King wondertully 
moved, went from amidſt of thoſe who ſur- 
rounded hini, to be convinc'd of the Truth 
with his own eyes. As far as he could per- 
ceive her at a diſtance, Nature dictated it 
to him that it was ſhe ; inſomuch that tranſ- 
ported with that affection which we gene- 
rally have for our own blood, he out-went 
by much thoſe that followed him. It was 
to be tearcd leaſt the two Armies ſhould 
joyn, and it is certain that each Party be- 
gan to rally on their Princes ſide, when Ni- 
nus having already ſpoke to the Command- 
ers which were advanc'd the firſt, enjoyn d 
them to cauſe lus Troops to retire, after 
that Tarſenos had promis d to Command the 
lame of his. Imagine if you pleaſe, what 
were the Einbraces of Father and Daughter, 
without obliging me to a recital of ſuch 
tender Expreſſions. Repreſent to your ſelf 
the words which were reſpectively addreſs d 
to each other, unleſs that to ſatisfie your 
Curioſity, I thould undertake to ſpeak by 
the voice of Nature. It is certain that ne- 
ver accident was more capable to move our 
hearts, and that how inhumane and bloody 
lome might be that were preſent, and who 
were only bred up in Arms, yet they could 
not but be fenſible at that time. Ninus re- 
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main d no longer ignorant who ſhe was, 
from that moment Semiramiss Eyes were 
fix d upon his Face, his Soul was quite 
changed, and when he underſtood that the 
was the Princeſs of Aſcalon, he was ſenſible 
of ſtrange alterations which procceded from 
the regret that he had been the cauſe of her 
thedding ſo many tears, and to have put 
her to {o many inconveniencies. How ſub- 
til an Artiſt is Love, and what a quick ad- 
vance it makes in a few moments; but he 
ſhews his greateſt Skill and Power, when 
he unites thoſe things which ſeem to be di- 
rectly oppoſite. He often ſuffers deſpair to 


be ready to ſeize us, he permits us to walk 


on the very brink of Precipices, and ſome- 
times will let us precipitate our lelves, be- 
fore he will exert his power. The Kingdom 
ot Aſcalon was loſt without the leaſt appcar- 
ance ot retricve, Death was the nobleſt de- 
fire, and the laſt Remedy for its Irchabi- 
tants; and whatever was the Inſpiration 
which our Infanta had, the had no other 
end nor deſign, when that Deity made ap- 


* 


-5F that thoſe tatal blows could be diverted 


y him, and that from the very worlt of 


our mistortunes, which was the loſs of our 
Princeis, he could make our Happiness 
commence. It was from the Paſſions which 
he rais d in the Brealt of that moſt illuſtrious 
Conqucror, 10 violent in its beginmag, 
that it 1s diſſicult to believe that it could 
acquire fo great a force in to fmall a time. 
It 1 have pato'd by in ſilence the Ditrourſe 

between 
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etween Father and Daughter, permit me 
to ſpcak of the Amorous Ninus, no more 
than what may ſerve to let you underſtand 
his Hiſtory. He careſt our Monarch with a 
thouſand Civilities, making thoſe offers 
which by much exceeded thote Diſorders he 
had occaſioned in our Territories, and 
without ſaying abſolutely that he Lov'd, 
yet he made it plainly appear by his Com- 
pliments and Actions. 7 arſenos whoſe ſur— 
prize for ſuch an unexpected but adnurable 
event had produc ſome little icute of Joy 
in him, was not long belore he felt thote 
teeble rays of Happineſs compleated: The. 
Civilitics of the Babylonian Monarch imme— 
diately wade it apparent, which at the 
{ame time was made known to the People 
by their mutual cmbraces. I would, 1aid 
Minus, that you could as perfectly as my 
{clt, be ſen bie of the regret 1 have to have 
been your Enemy, as real as it is in my 
Wn breaſt, you would then find, that your 
Subjects have neather ſhed their blood nor 
tears, of which each drop is not to me a 
torrent of misfortunes; and would to the 
Cods that what has hapned at the end of 
the War had taken birth with it, 1 ſhould 
then have undcrgone as many daugers for 
the enlarging the, bounds ot your Empire, 
as I have procured to my ict in ivinng ot 
it, Our Prince could return no other An— 
wer than in tears to ſo obliging a Repent- 
ance, but they were tear, in ihe edding 
of which, he eftecm'd himtcli Happy, 1 5 
they 
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they were for the welfare of his Country 
(which he now perceiv'd was certainly) yas 
the occaſion of them ; yet that generous and 
vanquih'd Monarch did not content him- 
ſelf with bare Promiſes, he was reſolv'd to 
proceed to effects: He advis d T arſenos to re- 
tire, with the aſſurance that the next day 
he would make ſuch advantagious Propo- 
fals for Peace, that he might judge that he 
who had the power, and was 1n a poſture 
rather to ſell it, would purchaſe it of him, 
When it came notwithſtanding to that ſe- 
paration, and that he found that the fair 
Cauſe of ſo many Wonders was going from 
him, he repented that he had not prolong d 
his happineſs to that degree, that three or 
four times he was going to confeſs himſelf 
publickly a Captive, to the end he might 

follow her to Aſcalon, and thereby to ho- 
nour her Triumph by a voluntary Capti- 
' vity. However he reſiſted the violence of 
that thought, and relying on his Love, was 
contented to conduct her with a few to the 
Gates of the City. It may be ſuppos' d. Ma- 
dam, that the Prince during the Intle way 
which he accompanied the Victorious Semi- 
rams, ſaid mighty things, but whatever 
familiarity with which ſhe has ſmce ho- 
noured me, ſhe never diſcovered any of it 
to me. I belicve that as {he has a Couras: 
greater than to be imagined, and that it 18 
uſual with thoſe who are endowed there- 
with, not to be calily aypeas'd, hers wes 
not. io ſoon, as to take in good part the 
—— CO11V Erle» 
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converſation of him who had created her 
anger, and whoſe preſence, altho' in a ſub- 
nuſſive poſture, yet rais'd it always a new. 
What remaincd of the day, was employ'd 
in carrying of Proviſions, of which the Camp 
abounded, to the City ; and the Night be- 
ing come, Ninus no longer enjoy d a ſlecp 
interrupted with Combates, Aſſaults and 
Victories, but another fort, which was in- 
terrupted with Complaints, Sighs and 
Tears. At length the Day appearing, he 
ſent for /derzabane, a young Lord, on 
whoſe Eloquence he relied much: (Oh hare- 
ful Name, could my mouth give theſe vent) 
and letting him know of his being in Love, 
commanded him to go to the King of 4ſ- 
calon, and to acquaint him with it, and to 
agree to all the advantages which he ſhould 
demand, to obtain the poſſeſſion of ſo much 
happineſs. I obſerved, Madam, that you 
changed Countenance, added Prazimene, 
when I made an Imprecation againſt the 
wicked Merzabane in naming of him, and 
upon my recollecting my ſelf I fee you con- 
tinue ſo, which without doubt proceeds from 
an aſtoniſhment intermixt with a curioſity, 
and that you may remain no longer in a 
luſpence, I will tell you the juſt occaſicn I 
hare not to remember that Monſter, but 
with horror, and without doubt in reciting 


| to you the moſt unheard of Treaſon which 


latcly he has committed, you will remain 
as turpriz'd, as the neceſſity of the Affairs of 
this Kingdom will receive of eaſe and ſa- 

tisfaction; 
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tistaction; ſince I do not believe that the 
News of it is as yet arrived here. 

There Pragimene making a neceſſary di- 
greſſion from her Diſcourſe, prepar'd the li- 
fanta to receive the fad News of the Regi- 
cide committed on the Perſon of the great 
Niuus; and after the ſhedding of ſome 
rears, that the rem:mbrance exacted from 
the one, and the Tragical News drew from 
the other, continuing her Diſcourſe: That 
unhappy Favourite, continued ſhe, having 
already diſcovered that nothing but Love 
could to ſuddainly have changed the War- 
hike humour of his Prince, learnt nothing 
of new from the Confeilion he made him; 
{cewing nevertheleſs to admire at it very 
much, he did not go about to oppoſe it, 
but advis'd him to demand the Princeſs as a 
Conqueror, and not as a paflionate Lover, 
His Reatons were ſtrong, yet the King 
could not condeſcend to them. I would 
not, anſwer'd he, that the ſhould be gen 
to me through fear, I would become tits 
Poſſeſſor of her, by the aſliſtance of Love 5 
lone; at thoſe words Mer-⁊abane nil 
no Reply, diſpos'd himiclt to obey bin. 
His mind being wholly intent to his Ma 
ſter's Service, he departed without delay, te- 
folving to make cxtraordinary uſe of tht 
Eloquence of his Tongue, not towards 7. 
ſenos, who he torelaw would reccive itt 
Propoſal as the greateſt favour he could &. 
pect from the Gods, but towards Semiramis, 
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as he arrived at the Gates of Acalen, he wa® 
received by our King with ſuch Careſſes 
which he never ſhewed to any before. For 
indeed that Crown which he thought he 
had lolt, together with his Life, being reſto- 
red to him again with peace, might well 
cxcite ſuch Teſtimonies of Joy, end make 
him profuſe in fine words to the Meſſenger 
of ſuch good News. Merzabane told him 
in preſence of the whole Court, which then 
was but the ſhadow of what it had been 
ſome time before, that he came to aſſure 
him that the King his Maſter renounc'd all 
the Pretentions which the right of Conquelt 
gave him over his Dominions. And to con- 
firm what he ſaid, be was ready to reſtore 


thole Cities and ſtrong Places which he had 


taken, into the hands of tuch Commanders 
as he {hould pleaſe to appoint; to receive 
them in his Name. That generouſly and 
without Ranſome he would give Liberty to 
thote who by his Arms had loſt it, and like- 
Wile that he was relolved to withdraw his 
Army trom the midit of his Kingdom, to 
the end he might be aſliſtant to his re-cſta- 
blihment, provided he would grant bim 
one thing, which could prove but advanta- 
geous to him; which as it would be for the 
tuture ſecurity of his Dominions, fo it 
would ſerve- for a Terror to his Encmies. 
Tarjenos who thought he could be Matter of 
nothing of a ſufficient value to purchale a- 
gain his Crown, having made aniwer, that 
he who could take all, ought not to de- 

mand; 
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mand; knew that the AM Hrian King would 
not ſatisfie himſelf fo, and in that manner: 
That it was true, that the Kingdom of A, 
calon with all its dependencies were his as 
Conqueror, but quitting that Title, to take 
upon him that ofa Suppliant, there was no- 
thing in all its extent over which he would 
take upon himſelf the Authority of diſpo- 
ſing, but by the entire reſignation thereof 
to him who intreated it of him. Alter 
thole generous Submiſſions, he perceived 
more clearly the Intentions of the great Ni- 
nus, Which came not ſooner out of his 
mouth, than it carried joy to Tarſenos, and 
the whole Court. There was no need of 
perſwaſion to oblige him to give his conſent, 
it being much above all he could expect or 
hope for. Merzabane immediately upon 
the ſpot receiv'd an Anſwer, which he did 
not expect till he had advis'd with his Coun- 
cel; and after a return of thanks, with trelh 
Proteſtations on the behalf of the King his 
Maſter, he obtain'd permiſſion to wait en 
the Princeſs. Our King not doubting of a 
conformity of his Intentions from bis 
Daughter, cauſed him to be conducted to 
her Appartment; where with an air of Sad- 
nels, or elle perhaps taken up with the re- 
membrance of what had paſs d the Day be- 
fore, ſhe received that Ambaſſador of Love. 
I hapned to be with her, and altho' I was 
io little, yet I made an obſervation of what 
paſt on the one ſide and the other. The 
premeditated Diſcourſe of Merxabens pro. 

nounc d 


uld 
er: 
Aſ- 
3 28 


ake 


no- 


uld 
po- 
of 
frer 
ved 
Ni- 
his 
and 
| of 
ent, 
t or 
pon 
did 
un- 
reſh 
his 
ton 
of 2 
his 
d to 
Sad- 
> re- 
be⸗ 
Ove. 
Was 
y hat 
The 
pro- 
acd 


Pruzimene. 141 
nounc'd with a particular grace, his Sub- 
miſſions on the behalf of his Prince, joyn'd 
with the King's conſent, had been of ſuffi- 
cient force to excite the Aﬀections of a Prin- 
cels more ſevere, but for Semiramis thole 


Charms could make no impreſſion. Having 


at firſt teſtified that ſhe was unworthy of the 
Henour, and anſwered with coldneſs 
enough, that the Monarch that made his 
Applications, lefſened very much his glory 
by the meanneſs of ſuch an Inclination. At 
length being rouz d by the Anſwers which 
Merzabane made, the expreſt her hatred al- 
molt at the ſame time that ſhe expreſt her 
indifterency with an angry yet Couragious 
voice: What, ſaid ſhe, does my Father 
conſcnt to ſuch a Propoſal, which at tie 
{ame time it brings Joy, yet is ridiculous, 
when it is wrapt up in pillages and Mur- 
thers ; thoſe Fires with which this King— 
dom from all parts blazes, ſhall they illumi- 
nate my Hymemian Torch, and from the 
Complains of his Subjects will he have my 
Nuptial Songs compoled: Will he have 
theſe Feſtivals made at a time that his Peo- 
ple are Maſſacrecd, and at thoic Feltivals 


| drink their Blood as well as Tears. Ina 


word, does he deſire to Celebrate the Day 


on which he loſt his Crown, and thereon 


gratific the greateſt of his Enemies with the 
grant of what yet remains to him moſt pre- 
cious. No, 1 cannot imagine that he can 


be guilty of ſo much Cowardize; but if it 
| Lould have found a paſſage to his Bren, 
Which 
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which to believe, would render me guilty; 
can it be in his Power to compaſs it, that 
he not only conſents to the Loſs of his King- 
dom thereby ; that he not only lays his 
Head at the feet of his unjuſt Conqueror, 
the which he might have the Power but not 
the Reaſon to pertorm : But that he ſhould 
engage me in to ſhameful a Reſignation, is 
what does not belong to him, Merabant 
confounded at ſo cruel an Anſwer, ſuffered 
the Princels to ſay all which her firſt tranſ- 
ports dictated to her. He with great reſpect 
gave car to her reſentments, nor did he um- 
dertake to reply till ſhe had made an end; 
then it was that he endeavoured by all his 
Reaſons to overcome that ſevere humour ; 
but the Princefs impatient with hearing 
what he ſaid, interrupted him on a ſuddain, 
and having aſſured him that ſhe would ne- 
ver eſpouſe one the could not Love, and 
that ihe could not have any other reſent- 
ments than thoſe of hatred tor her Enemy; 
added, that if that was to be the Conſide- 
ration for Peace, that the choſe raiher to tec 
the Aſcalonites always in War, and to be at 
quiet and peace her ſelf, than to reſtore 
them Peace, by creating to hir ſelf a conti- 
nual War. That at laſt, if ber Country 
ſhou ld be redac'd, and that the Fates had 


ſo ordered it, to ſubmit to the Slavery of 


the Aſſyrian King, as all things ſcem d to 
contribute to it, the Remedy which re— 
mained in each Perſons hand, and the 


which all did not know properly to appiy, 
WI 
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will at all times releaſe her from honouring 
his Victory, which under the ſpecious pre- 
tence of Marriage he would make her the 
chiefeſt Ornament. Thele laſt words were 
pronounc'd by the Princeſs in retiring to 
her Cloſet ; where having ſhut her {ſelf up 
alone, the reſolved to die ſooner than to al- 
ter her Reſolution. Tarſenos having undcr- 
ſtood by /Merzabane in what a ſtrange Hu- 
mour he had found his Daughter, remain'd 
as well without Motion, as without an An- 
wer. He was in hopes that the conſidera- 
tion of her Countries welfare, joyn'd with 
the ambitious deſire of being the greateſt 
Qucen in the World, without comprchend- 
ing ſtill the ſatisfaction of ſceing her ſelf 
the delight of the moſt courageous of Prin- 
ces, would rather have rais'd in her an im- 
patience for the compleating of ſo glorious 
ducceſs and ConqueP?, than a diſdain to re- 
ſuſe it; nevertheleſs he remained very much 
ſurpriz d to find thereby nothing but what 
deſtroyed that Opinion, and what put an 
end to that exceſſive joy which ſo glorious 
an Alliance had occaſioned. Incertain what 
to anſwer, he remain'd ſometimes in a itu- 
dy, when on a ſuddain turning to Meræ a- 
bane, he told him that he might be ar him 
witneſs to Ninus, whether it was his fault 
that thoſe honourable Propoſals which he 
had made were not accepted by her on 
whom it more abſolutely depended, than on 
any other ; that he never received a more 


perfect tatisfaction, than by 10 advantagious 


a proffer; 


12 
% 
is 
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a proffer; and that on the other hand he 
had never received a more ſenſible ditylex 
fare than by the unhandſom rigour of K. 
miramis. That: notwithſtanding he deſired 
him not to look upon her Behaviour, and 
the Matter ſo deſperate, as from an extream 
affection which he had made appear, to te- 
ſtifie an extream reſentment, and that the 
next day he would remit into his power 
himſelf and Kingdom, or elſe oblige his 
Daughter to accept his Propoſitions, Mer- 
zabane departed at the concluſion of thele 
words, and the King, after he had walk 
too and fro in his Chamber for ſome time, 
went to the Princefles Appartment, who 
was ſtill in her rigorous Meditations, He 
ſpoke not to her as an angry Parent, but 
repreſentcd to her, that the reſtoring of his 
Crown was of leſs conſideration than what 
immediately concerned her. He told her, 
that before the War was begun, he willing- 
ly would have reſign'd his Crown to hare 
made that Marriage, which notwithſtand- 
ing would remain to her if it was effected, 
and that, by that, ſhe ought to conſid 
whether it was the Intereſt as her Sovereign 
or as her Father which he embrac'd. That 
having but a ſmall time to Live, it was to 
be thought, that he rather minded what 
concern'd her, ſince he was to turvive in 
her, than what regarded him; line be 
found that he had lived to the extremity dd 
his days, and that the ill Affairs of is 
Kingdom, as ſo excellent a N 
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offered to be applied, could not be perfect! y 
cured but by her Reſolution ; that the Pco- 
dle which ſhe had almoſt ſaved, attended 
with impatience to fee themſelves thoroug!:- 
ly healed ; as on the other fide, ſhe ſhoüld 
forthwith ſee in his Eycs Tears renewed, in 
his Moutty Complaints, and his Wound: 
bleed afreſh, if the perſiſted in refuſing to 
compleat his deſires. Theſe were, Madam, 
ſme part of the Reaſons that good Prince 
gare to ls Daughter to perſwade her to ac- 
cept of the Alliance of the great Nints; and 
know not whether refpe<t alone hindrcd 
ge, MWher trom interrupting of him, but ſhe re- 
ho turned no Anſwer, until he deſired to know 
He Wit her rigour and diſdain was not ſhaken. 
ut Then without making uſe of any other Rea- 
11s Wons, ſhe ask'd him, If Kings having once 
at Wengag'd their Words, ought to break or 
h reep it inviolably according to the diver- 
is-Mity of Change: And the King having an- 
nc Wivered her, that the Faith of a Prince ought 
1d- erer to alter through the conſideration of 
ed, Wis Intereſt, Oh my Lord, faid ſhe, what 
der eb would you do, ſhould you conſent to 
en Wis Marriage, than to falſifie your Promiſe 
nat Wrhich you engag'd to the Phenecian Prince. 
% have been ſolemnly Contracted to him, 
bat nd altho' your Faith and Word was Pub- 
10 Wick, you will fally them by this Proceed- 
e which with Kings cught to paſs for 
„ae blackeſt of Crimes. 1 love him, my 
ori, only becauſe you have enjoyn'd me 

ur Wt: 3nd had vou jult Caule to break off 
9 4 988 With 


= 
A 


14 Pyazi mene. 


with him, I would ccaie to Love him, 33 


toon as you ſhould ceaſe to have it ſo: But! 
eſteem your Word, and am zealous to have 
it obſcrved and kept, not becauſe of Ter- 
mod onte, not becauſe of you alone, but for 
the ſole Reaſon of that Diadem you wear, 
and that Rank in yhich the Gods have 
plac'd you; who * from thence no 
greater Splendor, nor a more glorious Tt- 
Lic, than from the Fidelity of that Prince, 
who is the Poſſeſſor of it. This judicious 
way of Reaſoning, ſtopt quite thort the 
King of Aſcalon; and as he was equitable 
and juſt in all things, I believe he would 
have given way to ſuch powerful Conſide- 
rations, had not the King of Phenicia him- 
ſelf failed in his word. He had expreſs d all 
the Sentiments of a true Lover to poſſeſs our 
Beautiful Infanta; he had been at very large 
and generous Expences, and had made the 
moſt magnificent Gallantries that a Prince 
of his Quality could undertake to pertorm 
tor a Princeſs of her Degree; but it was at 
a Time when the Kingdom of Tarfenos en. 
joy'd a profound Peace and Freedom. 45 
toon as the Wars began, there was no news 
of him, no Expreſſes came from him; whe- 
ther they were ſtop'd by the Enemy, or that 
the fear of danger had removed the aſſurance 
of His Lobe and Paſſion. This Cowardly 
Action, contrary. to the Oaths and Vows 
he had fo often repeated, never to end hs 
Days more happy than in the Princeſſes Set- 
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with all thoſe Deformities which were ne- 
ofary to render it Monſtruous, after ſome 
moments which he took to meditate  there- 
on, made lum begin to find the Name ot 
lermodonte not to be worthy to be pro- 
nounc'd by the Princeſs his Daughter. He 
lad, that he infinitely approved of the de- 
ire to Keep ones Faith inzztolable, and that 
he agreed with her that it ought to be the 
Chiefeſt and Principal Vertue amongſt Prin- 
ceſs; but that it ought to be kept at a time 
hen there might be occaſion to put it to a 
Iryal. At length he fet forth Termodonte 
with ſo much Ignominy and Shame, that 
he left no room for one word to be tpoken 
u favour of him. In truth the backward- 
nels of defending that Kingdom, which in 
nght of the Princeſs ought one day to be 
is; having diſcovered the meanneſs of his 
vul, rendred him ſo hated, that his Name 
fas never mentioned, but joyn'd with {ome 
ſandalous addition, and our In fanta hgr 
kt never diſcours d of him but with dif- 
nia. But the reſpect ſhe bore to the wotd 
0: the King her Father, together with the 
Vows made at the Altar, oblig'd her to 
carry her felt with much rigour towards the 
Grian King. Having then underſtood 
lhe jult Reaſon for not keeping the Word 
flomiſed to ſo weak a Prince, the ſoon re- 
Inquih'd his part; and yet her affection to 
nes did not increate ; beſides the {ad dil- 
lers he had occaſioned in the Provinces 
i the King her Father, there was I know 
1 2 


not what reluctancy in her Breaſt, Which 
as ſrppos'd to proceed from thence alone 
altho' in effect it proceeded from another 
Notion, and which making it difficult to 
ſurmount, ought to have ſerved for a pre- 
{age of that Regicide the has ſince commit- 
ted on his Perſon. But thoſe that took it 
in another ſenſe, judg d it neceſſary toſhew 
that extraordinary Perſons could not be 
38 but through extraordinary ways. 


he Princeſs back d with powerful Reaſons, | 


confefs'd thatTermodonte's Cauſe could not be 
juſtified without. diſhonour and Reproach ; 
and yet without confeſſing, that by his be- 


ing thus caſt off, that it added any thing to 


the happineſs of the Victorious Anus, She 


obtain d then from our King one day only 


of delay, which was to be employ d in fta- 
ming ber Reſolution, after which the pro- 
teſted the would not diſſemble her thoughts, 
whether it was that the reſfolv'd to be Cruel, 
or become Obedient. It during the per- 
Waſions of the Father, and the anſwers of 
the Daughter, you will ſpare one moment 
of time to think on the Babylonian Monarch, 
it is impoſſible but that you ſhould repreleut 
him to your fancy in a Condition worth 
of your pity. Victorious as he was, feard 
and admir'd by all, yet he waited tor the 
Anſwer which Merzabane was to return; 
like a vanquiſh'd Perſon, a Slave and a Ci 
minal, he chang'd inceſſantly both thoug| 
and action; and his Countenance, ſome 
times red, and other times pale, — 
| enote 
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denoted his hopes and his fears. He pro- 
mus d to himſelf great Matters from AZerz4- 
bane's Eloquence, but relied more on his 
own proper merit and deſerts, together 
with the necegity of the King of A/jralor, 
hut he dreaded the haughty Courage of Se. 
miramis, of which he had already experien- 
cd ſingular proofs, and equally feared the 
extremity of his Love. At length Aerr.c- 
bane entred his Tent, where ſurprizing bim 
in the only Company of his thoughts, and 
diſquicts, they were not thercby a little en- 
creas d. There was no need to make ule of 
any Language to let him know the Antwer 
of the Princeſs he adored ; the Countenance 
of his Ambaſſador ſufficiently ſpake more 
than by his Mouth could be confirmed. 
What Sighs, what Complaints did he nat: 
make; but above all, how furiouſly was lic 
aſſailed with a fad Deſpair. Merzabane c11- 
deavoured not to cure his Wounds, ſince 
in uſing his endeavours to ſooth them, he 
could never compaſs it. Inſomuch that 
whatever powerful conſolations he made 
ule ot, Love ſtill obſtructed his Reaſon from 
underſtanding of them, or receiving any 
benefit thereby. He look'd upon that as-a 
dcr lege, what he could by Power and 
Force obtain, unleſs it was accorded by 
conient and free will; inſomuch that in a 
Yinquiih'd Country he lookt upon it as a 
Crime to harbour the thoughts of a Con- 
qucroxs. At laſt being upon the Terms of 
Delpairing, that Paſſion which created 10 


H 3 Orca? 
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great diſorder, became the happy genius 


which inſpired him; and what good advice | 


could not obtain, the tranſports of his Love 
made him meet withal. 
tain from the incomparable Semriramis, laid 
he to Merxabane, with an Action full of 
deſpair, it is a ſign that we are unworthy ; 
and ſince we are unworthy of her, ther is 
x neceſſity that we ſnould die. And as the 
Cauſe which bas ſtopt my paſſage to that 
Happineſs has been vitible and reſented by 
her; as 1 ſay, the was a Witneſs to the 
ſlaughter of her People, and hath felt the 
inconveniencies of an ambitious War, {he 
ought therefore through a juſt compenſation 
to be preſent at our: Repentance, to the 


end ſhe may the more reſent the joy ard 


ſatisfaction of our death. Let us go our 


ſelf in Perſon, and tell her, that to the 


Crime of perſecuting her, we have added 
that of temerity and raſhneſs in adoring 
her, and that we will right and revenge 
her Sufferings, and our boldneſs, and pre 
ſumption. Let us go and by a ſecond 
Wound, Cure the firſt which her fair Eyes 
have made, and with a dying Sigh put an 
end to the Tears and Complaints of lt 
Subjects. To proncunce thoſe words, aud 
with for their exccution were two things 
not far diſtant of one another in the mouth 
and courage of the Afrien Monarch; into. 


much that never in his Life was he poſi | 


of ſo great an impatience, as that which he 
tuftered in expecting the next day. As 
| oon 


Since we can ob- 
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bon as it was Light, Merzabane came 10 
wm, and finding his Reſolution ix d, be 
told the King his Maſter, that there ha. 
been nothing wanting on his part, They 
departed the Camp, and he under whoſe 
hadow Merabane had always marchd, 
hazarded at this time himſelf under his con- 
duct, ſo well diſguiſ'd nevertheleſs, that his 
own Train did not know him. They en- 
tred Aſcalon ſome hours after the riſing of 
the Sun, and Merzabant recciv'd with as 
much Joy and Ccremony as he was the 


the Y precedent . he was conducted to 7 arſenos, 
he ho altho he very mucli deſired it, yet 
on © {car d it withal very much, I mcan his co- 
the ming; 1 know not what that good Prince 
rd bid to him at firſt, but Jam not ignorant, 
wr chat demanding permiſſion to ſee our An- 
the Fata, he could not give his conſent with- 


ed out tears in his eyes. It was not that he re- 
pretted a Viſit which could not be unplea- 
ling to him, but being uncertain of his 
Daughters Reſolution, he could hope for 
nd nothing but rigour and ſeverity. The diſ- 
guiſed Ninas amongſt the Civilities of this 


08 
A reception, being look'd upon as no other 
er than one of Merzabane's Train, had but a 
ud wall part therein, altho' he had the greateſt 
os © fare in the Negotiation ; and altho' the 


th © Deſign he had taken to ſatisfie the unjuſt 
leverity of Semiramis was not to be ſhaken, 
t het be could not fo well defend himſel; 
he tom being guided by ſome ſmall glimpſe 
as ot hope. All the time he was in the King's 
on H. 4 preſence, 
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preſence, thoſe advantageous words wich 
he heard pronounc'd when he was named, 
made him know with what earneſtneis that 
good Prince deſired his Alliance; fo that, 
that moderating the excets of his grief and 
troubles, made him a& ſo that nothing 
might diſcover him: But when from thence 
Merzabane went to viſit the Princeſs, he 
trembled, he chang'd colour a thouſand 
times, and inſtead of tollowing,he became as 
rooted and immoveable in T arſencs's Cham- 
ber. Merxabane having foreſeen that acci- 
dent, gave not leizure to any one to oblerye 
it, he drew near him, and uſing him as a 
follower of his, ſaid ſome words to him, 
which recovered him. Making then ufe of 
Neceſlity as a Vertue, the King of Ari 
followed him into our Princeſſes Chamber, 
where without the ſhort remonſtrance which 
{111 founded in his Ears, I queſtion if as 
ſoon as he had entred, he had not diſcoverd 
himſelf. Imagine, Madam, how prodigi- 
ous were the efforts which at that time he 


made ule of; and that being to partake of 


Actions ſo different, that is to ſay, to be- 
come attentive to all that paſt, and to com- 


bate with inward Encmics which very in- 


ſolently attack d him, he had not nced to 
have been Maſtcr of an extraordinary Con- 
duct and Courage. In the mean while 
Merzabane ſaluted cur Infanta, made her 
new Complements {till more capable to 
move than betore, and to them received nv 
Answer, which did not declare her extrean 
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averſion. Judge if you pleaſe, how often 
the diſguiſed King was going to execute his 
fatal intention. The Lips of that rigorous 
and ſevere Princeſs uttered not one word 
which was not more killing to him than 
the blow he deligned ; he could not ſee one 
Action of hers, winch did not expreſs more 
Cruelty. than her Anſwers; and I belicve 
that the. Reaſon why he delayed it for fome 
time,, was becauſe he was unwilling to leave 
her lo foon, altho' the was ſo inlnumane ; or 
at leaſt to ſee if her words and actions could 
not perform what he had reſolved. Ar 
length erzabane growing more paſſonate 
than he reſolved to be, and loſing part ot 
that reſpect which till then he had impoſed- 
upon his words, was ſo far tranſported, as 
to pronounce in a londer tone than ordina- 
ry the Names of Victorious and Conqueror ;- 
inſomuch that the Prince to whom ſuch a 
ork of threatning was too ſenſible and pier- 
ang, Was going to gainſay it, and aftet- 
wards to die, when: he obſerved that our 
lifanta would once more ſpcak; he had not 
time to finiſh the words he was going to. 
utter, to liſten to the Anſwer which that 
ungratetul Perion was going to return. It. 
ill becomes you to call your Maſter Victori- 
dus, anſwered the to Merrabase, hien he 
owns humielt to be overcome. And it isſftill 
more out of ſeaſon to importune me with. 
ms Praiſes, ſince as the molt faithlels of all. 
Frinccs, he is only worthy of an eternal: 
contempt, Town that Victory hos often 
11 5 dich» 
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declared for, him; yet you muſt conſeß me 
with me, that at length it has abandon'lM pre 
him; do you remember the Combate whichW ha 
I undertook againſt him? We agrecd that be 
if he was Victorious, the City and Kingdom bid 
of Aſcalon ſhould ſubmit to his Power; button 
if Jobtain'd the glory of it, that he ſhould me: 
cauſe his Army to retirc, and ſhould re- not 
nounce all thoſe Advantages which he had erer 
unjuſtly obtain'd of us: Now he is van- inn 
quiſh'd, and the truth thereof is eminently nal 
apparent that he himſelf conteſſes it, as well 
as you, that now come on his behalf to own 
it to me; but he is unfaithiul, ſince knoy- dure 
ing that the Victory is mine, he notwith- you 
ſtanding makes pretenſions to this Eſtate 2s} 

welt as to my Perſon. At that moment it bette 
was that the ercat Ninus would appear beth will 
deſpairing and in Love together; and with- whic 
out giving time to Merzabane to diſtinguiſh 
the word Victory, he quitted his diſguiſe; 
yes Divine Semiramis laid he, throwing 
himſelf at her feet, you are Victorious, and 
he over whom you Fave obtained that ad- 
vantage, is not content with the confeſſion 
which has been already made to you there- 
of, ſince he is come to confirm it with lus 
blood. I am that vanquiſh'd Perſon whote 
defeat is glorious, but 1 am that unfaithtul 
Prince that am covered with f e 19- 
nominy and thame by a breach ot Promiſe; 
1t thcrefore that Crime alone renders me 
euilty ; it the Reproach.s which you babe 
made condemns me, what will become 6 


IM, 
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{MY me, when you ſhall confider what I bave 
nad preſumed to do, and what ſatisfaction 1 
ncht {hall undertake to make, altho' none can. 
that be greater than to die: The firſt Crime for- 
domi bids me to live, and in dying I cannot at- 
but tone for the ſecond. Is there any other 
ullY means more capabie to revenge yours? 1s 
re- not one Death enough, muſt ] live to di 
had cvery day? Tell me, Madam, and you ſhall 
ra- in my Perion 11ceſſantly behold the Crinn- 
thy nal and the Exccutioner, the Inſtrument of 
well his Punithment, and the Punithment it {lt 


own but what have I ſaid, whatever pains Len- 
o- dure, will they not offend you always, ſince. 
rith- 5 will ſtill have the fatal diſpleaſure of 
te 28 knowing that I live: I had therefore much 
nt it better dre, and mingle my blood which 


beth will be jultly. ſpilt with that of your Subjects. 
vith-Y which J have unjuſtly ſhed, 1 had much 
zuiſa better offer * a Sacrifice to the Living an! 
wiſe ; Dead, and by a bleeding Wound, which: 
wing you may cer long behold in this Breaſt, you: 
andi ball in a dying Language hear the reerets- 
t ad- of a Prince, the extreameſt of which is that. 
elfonſ he could not ſufficiently revenge your inju- 
there-M 1168. With theſe Laſt words pronounc'd: 
h bis with a Languiſhing tone, he dre forth his 
who Sword, and threw himſelf on the Point of 
ibfulz u, to make a diſmal confuſion, intermixt: 
al g- With the effects and words; you grow pale. 
mile fair Princeſs, and by that change of colour. 
rs me you teem to teſtihe a fear. that the Cruclty of 
bare *mir amis agreed with the deſpair of Ninus ; 
me 000 wu 1magine that he already ſwims in his 


my blood, 
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blood, and that ſhe being inſenſible, dig ba. 
behold that ſight with cyes void of Tears, M thc 
Recollect your ſelf, Madam, and vouchfafe Ble 
your former attention. The difpairine mi 
Prince did not die, ſince that the rigour he W wi 
would have inflicted upon himſelf did not ne, 
anſwer his Reſolution, but was reſerved to Y col 
touch more powerfully than all his ſubmiſ- 
ions, yet that Cruelty which the King had 
a ted on himſelf, foftned the diſdain of our 
Princeſs; and that hate and diſdain of Life 
wirch he had teſtified, was the beginning 
of her Paſſion. It hapned then that the 
Princeſs of Aſcalon, ſenſible to the quick by 
{0 incredible a Retolution, chang'd on a 
inddain, and felt in her Breaſt all the fmant 
of that Wound which Ninus was not as 
yet ſenſible of; ſhe not only ſhook oft that 
diſdain which ſhe had for that Prince, but 
withont obſerving a Medium, the paſs d in- 
 ſentibly to Teſtimonies of an extream Af. 
tection. Scorning therefore to have rccourle 
to words to hinder her deſign, and with 
out requeſting of thoſe preſent to diſum 
him, but quitting the Place where ſhe was 
ſhe her ſelf endeavoiwr'd to prevent the blow 
or at leaſt to render it leſs fatal. Moſt cel 
tainſhe ſucceeded, and the Gods who woull 
render this Action Memorable, made one 
Circumſtance Remarkable, which mult ne 
xcr be forgot. For in {topping the Arm d 
that happy forlorn, the point of the Sol 
ſid in fuck a manner, that in making | 
hun but a fina!l wound, the Promotes 
Jall 
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hand. received a {mall hurt, and through 
the efteet and force of their deſtiny, their 
Blood could not come out but by their 
mingling the one and the other together; 
what (lrange preſage is this cried Aerzaba- 
ne, fill pale with a fear which as yet he 
could not overcome, to ſee the blood of a 
Princcſs altogether inſenſible, mix with 
that of one ſo much in Love; rather ſay, 
anſwered the Frinceſs, that it is a good 
Omen, ſince it is a teſtimony and ſign of 
that conſent which I now give of uniting 
our Hearts, Theſe few words were not of 
ordinary conlequence to the MHrian Mo- 
narch; it is true, that he could not receive 
this unexpected Change without a great 
ſurpriſe; it is true that ſome time he doubt- 
ed, whether a parallel Adventure would 
not appear impoſlible; but as ſoon as he 
had enough reinſtated bimſelf to diſcern 
the Truth from Falſity, and to know from 
what band and mouth procceded his hap- 
ineſs, he made no longer a doubt of it, 
ut was content to find that his aftoniſh- 
ment cqualled his Joy. I have now re- 
counted to you ſome of thoſe cruel Anſwers 
which our Inſanta made in return of thoſe 
paſſionate Submiſſions of the great Ninus, I 
have likewiſe {hew'd to you the ſad effects 
they preduc'd ; but to go further, and to 
declare to you {ome ot their new Entertain- 
mcnt, that 1s not in my power. It may 
iufhce to let you know, that it mas not leſs 
agreeable, and that the Excuſes, Promites 

and 
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and Confirmations made up the greateſt 
And as the fatiſ. / 
faction of thoſe two Illuſtrious Perſons was. 
whereon dependet that of the Aſcaloites, 
fcarce had the good King T arſenos dedicated 
the ſame meaſure of tears to his Joy, as but 


and molt pleaſing part. 


juſt before he had ſacrific'd to his Grief, but 
the whole Court gave proofs thereof, which 
had no othcr relation to thoſe Evils, from 
which they were hardly delivered, but only 
the great exceſs there was in both; never in 
the moſt Flouriſhing City, and moſt Populous 


in the World was there ſeen more Content, 


then might at that time have been obſery'd 
in the deſolate Aſcalon: but I wrong it in- 
deed in calling it ſo, ſince ſo great a Novel- 
ty was no ſooner flown from the City to the 
Camp, where all the common Soldiers, and 
molt part of the Officers thought Ninus was 
ſtill, but that more People might have been 
{cen there, then as yet it had ever contain'd; 
inſomuch that thole who were of Opinion 
that nothing could be found therein fit to 
adorn or honour a ſlender Rejoycing, did 
very much admire to behold ſuch magnifi- 
cence, which ſcarce could have been found 
there, when the City was in its moſt Flou- 
riſning Eſtate. Moſt certain it is, that Joy 
muſt be a moſt excellent Remedy; ſince it 
had no ſooner ſeiz d on the Hearts of the 
Soldiers and People, but that it produc 
ſuch wonderful effects. Thoſe who were 


wounded, whole wounds ſeem'd incurable, 
and who according to th: Nature thereof 
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in all probability, were to end their days 
ina Languiſling manner, being ſurpriz d 
at ſo ſuddain and great ſatisfaction, had 
this advantage, that they were freed from 
their Sufterings by a ſuddain death. Thoſe 
whole Wounds cauſed an incertainty in the 
Opinion of their Chirurgeons, were viſibly 
found Curable by the power of that ſame . 
eftect ; and thoſe who thought to have re- 
covered their health at the end of a limited 
time, were deceived, in that they found 
it in the common and publick Joy; inſo- 
much that the Day for ſo glorious a Mar- 
riage, was a Day of a gencral Satisfaction; 
and if there did appear any with their Arms 
in a Saſh, it was more tor fathion's ſake, 
than for a real neceſſity, 

There Prazimene concealing by her Si- 
lence the moſt agreeable part of her Story, 
in the relation of which a Perſon leſs mod cit 
might have boaſted of their Eloquence; I 
would ſay, paſſing from the Splendor of the 
Marriage to the Conſequences which uſually 
follow, without ſtopping at the Amorous 


Diſcourſes and pleaſing Careſſes of the Lo- 


vers, ſhe made appcar the purity of her 
Mind, by ſo judicioully paſſing over thoſe 
Circumſtances. Some fery days after a Mar- 
nage ſo apparently fortunate (continued 
the Wile Prazimene) the Aſſyrian Monarch 
with ſome diffculty leaving his dear Queen, 
would fee what was molt Remarkable in 
the City of Aſcalon; he vilited the Publick 
Places, where he found ſcveral things * 

thy 
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thy of obſervation; but he eſteemed no- 
thing ſo much as a Temple which T arſeng 
had cauſed to be erected. It was in effect a 


Building which might be called Royal in all 
reſpects ; it is very lofty, prodigioully great, 


built regularly, and fo full of Riches, tha: 
there is nothing Rare in all Aa, but is 
there to be ſeen. Ninas molt ſurprizingly 
taken with it, and demanding what Deity 
was therein Adored, was anſwered by a 
Nobleman of that Country, that he would 
receive more ſatisfaction in Learning it 
from his Eyes, than to hear it; that if he 
would give humſelt the trouble to draw near 
to an Obelisk which he ſhew'd to him, his 
Curioſity would ſoon be ſatisfied. The 


King entred into a great Square Place which 


is over- azainlt the Temple, and aſcendi 
certain Steps which ſerve tor the Baſis or 
Foundation. to the Obelisk, thereon Read a 
certain Intcription Which all the Aſcalo- 
nites know. by. beart, and which was en- 
graved 1n. great Characters ; amongſt the 
reſt ] learnt it, and if my Memory is not 
unfaithful to me, I believe I] may. be able to 
repcat it to you. 
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The Inſcription of the Tem- 
ple of Atergatis in Al- 
calon. 


N Oracle having foretold to King 
Tarſenos, and to Queen Dercets His 
Wife, that the Heavens would fa- 

_* * your their Marriage with a Child, 

which coming into the World by extraordi- 

nary ways, ſhould become the Wonder and 

Altoniſhient of the World, as well in her 

birth, as in the progreſs of her Life, and in 

ner End ; that they ſhould live ſeveral years 
together without ſeeing the accompliſhing 
of thoſe Divine Promiſes : Inſomuch that 
delpairing to ſee themſelves Live in the Per- 
lon of that Child, after which they ſhould 
ligh, without having any hopes of it left, 
they were near hand beginning to murmur 
againſt the Divine Providence, when the 
Goddeſs of Affections being interelted in it, 
made it ſucceed by thoſe ways and means 
which are common to none but the Gods 
themſclyes. In a Seaſon when the Beauty 
of the Spring created a deſire for the Coun- 
try, the infpircd the Queen to leave the 
Court, 
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Court, and by that abſence did effect the 
Reſolutions of Fate: Foratinuch as the King 
of Aſcalon, who could not properly be fnid 
to Live when ſeparated from the dearer 
part of hunlelf, was reſolved to go to her, | 
he left the Seat of his Empire for thoſe pla- | 
ces where the Queen made her abode: but 
approaching to it, the Sovereign of Hearts | 


caulcd him to meet with his Derceto, whom 


the cager paſſion after the Chace had ſepa- 
rated from the reſt. Now that ingenious 
Goddets well knowing, that ſuch as are 


born by means of Amorous Stealths, have 


thoſe Advantages which a Legitimate Bed 
rarely produces, rendred her unknown to 


the King, whom he ſearch'd after, and 
made uſe of the like deceit towards this 
fair unknown; inſomuch that this mutual 
1gnorance of each other was followed with 
a mutual defire, this fo quick and vehement 
an Adventure had as vehement and quick a 
Succeſs. Tarſenos accoſted his Queen, and 
being more Amorous than his Age ſeemed 
to allow of, found her more ſenſible than he 
could well have expected; his paſſion ta- 
king birth from the power of the Goddeſs, 
and his Diſcourſe guided by the ſame, met 
with a like and parallel Flame, and with 
Anſwers altogether favourable, inſomuch 


that what ought to be held in the eycs of 


Mortals as a Crime, was in regard to the 
will of the Gods a pure obedience. The 
Prince's Retinue being ſtopt by his Com- 


mands, a dcjart Place ſcryd them ill 
ot 
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of a magnificent place, and a Cave in lieu 
of a tine Chamber. But by a contrary ef- 
fect, whereas before that fatal Meeting T ar- 
ſenois Thoughts were wholly taken up a- 
bout his Queen ; ſcarce had this Jaſt paſſion 
i: d him, but that his firſt Deſign vaniſh'd 
fom his mind, and that after the enjoyment 
of his Queen unknown, he returned back 
to Aſcalon, whilſt the Queen returned to her 
Maids. And the Goddeſs having put an 
end to thoſe Amorous deſires, as {he had al- 
rady put an end to their diſguiſe, quite 
r2zd out of the memory of the King and 
Queen the Adventure of which ſhe had been 
the Inſtrument ; and likewiſe that paſſion 
not only ceas'd which the had raisd, but 
likewile ſhe made T ar/enos loſe the defire of 
viſiting his Queen. He contented himſelf 
with the News he frequently receiv'd of her 
health, and poſſeſs d with a reſerv'd cold- 
nels, which the whole World had reaſon 
oO admire, gave up his thoughts intirely to 
the Government of his Kingdom. In the 
mean tune, as the Gods never work a De- 
ien in vain, that quickneſs of their mutual 
Affections was not unfruittul, the Queen 
felt their effects, which ſoon reviv'd her 
Memory. At firſt ſhe conſider'd with hor- 
tor what her Love had produc'd, the ter- 
mel that a Crime which in reality was 
none; and whilſt none but her ſelf was a 
Witucls of that unhappy accident, ſhe con- 
tented her ſelf with her Tears. But When 
the Eyes of others began to dive 1nto that 
Secret, 
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Secret, ſhe could no longer brook the In- 
famy thereof, but reſoly'd to die, ti the 
end ſhe might not out- live her diſhonour, 
Hurricd on by her deſpair, ſhe by Night 
got ſecretly from her Attendance, and a- 
bandoning her Palace, which heretofore ſne 
had loved ſo well, and which ſhe could not 
leave without ſome regret, fo ſevere the was 
againſt her ſelf, that at every ſtep ſhe made 
ſhe 1nflicted her own puniſhment ; and 
thinking on that Faith, which ſhe imagind 
ſhe had violated, the fought only for tome 
Precipice, into which by plunging her felt 
the thought ſhe might waſh off that Crime 
in deſtroying the Criminal. However as 
Fate ſooner or later works by its own means 
in fine the was inſpired by the Gods with a 
regret, which ſuffer d her not to conſent to 
the loſs of that innocent Creature whok 
Mother ſhe ought to be; ſhe therefore mo- 
derated her deſpair by the force and power 
of that natural Love which is due to our 
own blood; fhe made her ſuſtenance for 
the ſupport of her own Life, upon ſuch 
Herbs as the Earth produced without L. 
bour, with a deſign not to outlive that day 
in which her Burthen ſhout enjoy the 
Light. The uncertainty of her ſteps had 
led her by the ſetting of the Sum (of whole 
prelence the thought her ſelf unworthy) Inte 
that part of the Foreſt n xt to the City, 
which Heaven had deſtin'd for that young 
Princeſſes Cradle, and her Mothers Tom». 
There he Was Geliver d of a Daughter wh 
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ne duc kled but once; and after thoſe tears, 
with the winch ſhe waſthd her, to render 
her the more pure and worthy. for the Gods, 
ſhe gave her a Kiſs, and then precipitated 
her ſelf into a Lake, which took its begin- 
ning in the ſame Deſert, with whoſe Waters 
one part of the Cities Walls are waſh. 
Thus the Oracle began to take place, ſince 
having promiſed to Tarſenos a Child, whole 
Birth, Progreſs and End ſhould be wonder- 
ful, its Prediction was not meanly verified 
in its firſt Circumſtances. That Prince ad- 
rertiſed of the loſs of his Queen, was not 
the only Perſon who was aſtoniſh'd at it, 
all his Subjects took a great intereſt in his 
affliction ; but as ſenſible as it was, he for- 
got not to be very diligent ; he remitted his 
grief to another Seaſon; and applying him- 
lelf to that Care, which ſo great and un- 
fortunate a Loſs ought to cxcite in him, 
did diſpatch from all Parts Perſons to make 
ſome Diſcovery : He went himſelf to ſeve- 
ral Places, and ſent as well to his Allies and 
Friends, as to his Enemies; and nevertheleſs 
all his pains and trouble was to as little 
purpoſe, and as unprofitable as the Tears 
which be ſhed; it could never enter into 
his thoughts that the Foreſt of Aſcalon was 
the Place of his Queens Retirement. At 
length the time for Mourmng having bu- 
lied the Aale, they by degrees began 
to leave oft debating upon ſo ſtrange an Ac- 
cident when as one day the Prince reſolv'd 
to interrupt the courle of his melancholy, 


by 
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by the exerciſe of Hunting, the Foreſt gt 
Aſcalon was pitch'd upon for his Divertite- 
ment, Gods! how extraordinary was that 
Chace, which inſtead of finiſhing by the 
death of ſome Wild Beaft, ought to have 
been the Subject to adore thoſe which Inha- 
bited that Deſart. As he was ſeparated 
from the Hunters, he came to the fide of 
that Lake which was the Tomb of his 


Queen, and tothe ſame place where the had 


abandon'd her Child. An ordinary confu- 
Gon did not ſeize him, when he found that 


Little Creature in ſuch a frightful dwelling, } 
but his confuſion was infinitely redoubled, 
when he ſaw it accompanied by a great 


number of Birds, ot which ſome appear d to 
be its Guards, and the others its Nouriſh- 
ers; and as if they had a reſpect for the Fa- 
ther in conſideration of the Daughter; con- 
trary to their Nature, they did not fly a- 
way when he approached. The Prince took 
into his Arms her whom an admirable Pro- 
vidence had preſerved; and obſerving ſome- 
thing in her Countenance not like unto o- 
ther Children, felt alſo ſome ſtrange Moti- 
ons which were not ordinary with him. At 
firſt he thought it the work of ſome Deity, 
fo that not daring any longer to prophaue 
it, by touching it, Which he judged was 
not allowed tum, he was going to lay it 
down again, when he perceived certain 
Jewels, whnch heretofore he had gwen to 
his Queen : Then he recollected his Memo— 
ry, and did not only. know them n 

v! 
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but likewiſe perccived that its Attire was 
made of the moſt Rich of his Garments. O 
what addition of contuſion ! O what a ſen- 
ble remembrance, or rather what a prodt- 
zious mixture of wonder and grief, whillt 
quite beſides himſelt, he conſidered that Di- 
rine Infant, and thoſe fatal Reliques, the 
Huntſman came to that place ; but what 
noiſe ſoever they made, the Prince could 
not recover out of his Extaſie, till they had 
fallen themſelves into the ſame ; it ſeemed 
x if their Actions depended on their Eyes, 
or that being as it were become 1mmove- 
able, their Looks were for ever fixed upon 
that wonderful Object. At length er- 
coming to himſelf, Commanded the Subject 
of their Wonder to be carried to the Palace, 
and returned thither himſelt full of thoughts, 
where he attended with ſtrange diſquiets 
the next day ; at that time the Sun ſeemed 
nore lazy than he was. A Solemn Sacrifice 
was prepared and offer'd, and immediately 
therrupon the King Commanded the mott 
Ancient of the Prieſts to Conſult about the 
Adventure of this unknown Infant. The 
Oracle, which heretofore had foretold him 
that his Queen ſhould make him Father of a 
Wonderful Child; at that time he had lit- 
tle regard to what the Oracle had ſaid, they 
were accuſtomed to be very obſcure in their 
Antwers, and to ſpeak of things which had 
not hapned, but now it ſpoke of what was 
patt, bit withal in terms which were not 


obicure. The King then kney at the re— 
turn 
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turn of the Prieſts, by what means the 
Gods had made ſucceed their Prom iſes. I 
underſtood that the Child he had fo won— 
derfully met withal in the Deſart of Ace. 
lon was his own Daughter. He underſtood 
likewiſe, how the ſame Gods had given her 
to him. He learnt the fatal regret of his 
Queen, but he learnt withal how that Hea- 
ven to recompence her Vertue, which ſcemd 
to have received ſome blot by her obedi- 
ence, and which had ſince animated her by 
a generous deſpair, had received her a- 
mongſt the number of its Inhabitants, and 
that the great Adad had choſen her for his 
Eternal Companion. Thus his ſadneſs o- 
rercome by this agreeable and pleaſing An- 
{wer, was converted into Joy, and his [oy 
a little afterwards into Picty ; inſomuch 
that he cauſed this Glorious Temple to be 
built, and . erected .to her memory, neat 
that Lake which ſhe had made uſe of 282 
Path to conduct her to the Heavens, and 
abſolutely prohibiting the uſe of what it 

roduced, for that Conſideration, gave the 
Name of Atergatis to tlus new Goddeh, 
called this Miraculous Daughter Semiir amis, 
for having been nouriſhed by the Birds; 
and cauſed this OFlisk or Tablet to be e- 
rected; to the end, that being enriched 
with this Hiſtory, it might be preterved to 
Potterity. and maniteſt the power of the 
Immortal Gods, whoſe Promites are as much 
intallable, as the Means which they make 
ule ot to make them juccold, are unkuwt 
to Us. hes 
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There is what Ninus could not read, con- 
timed Prazimene, with wonder, and what 
-W:ccording to my thoughts you have not 
- Wicard without a ſemblable aſtoniſhment. It 
1M is true, interrupted Azalinda, that I never 
Here ſo much attention to any Diſcourſe, 
nor never attended the end with a greater 
- W impatience than 1 have had for this ſtrange 
LY adventure, with the which you juſt now 
- W have entertain'd me. At firſt the Hiſtory of 
ue Heroick Semiramis made me ſee no one 
- MW Accident, which appeared not to be but an 
extraordinary Adventure ; nevertheleſs thoſe 
things which you have already told me, 
and thoſe which remain to be recited now, 
will create no more of wonder in me, ſince 
ater a Birth fo far from common and vul- 
gar, thoſe Actions which ought to ſucceed 
cannot but be extraordinary; but as curious 
Lam to Learn as well as you have done 
e particulars of ſo glorious a Lite, I re- 
ird that Contentment through this inter- 
1e ption which I make; perſue therefore 
ny 's : . . 
harming Princeſs your Diſcourſe, and de- 
cate once more to my deſire ſome mo- 
Ie, Nents to finiſh it; if you ſhould not be ti- 
a more in liſtning than I am in entertain- 
ng you anſwered Praximene, bluſhing at the 
litle which Aralinda had given her, believe 
uot aimable Iafanta | that you are going to 
ar all that I know before we part. After 
holc Civilities, which, as yet, took up ſome 
me, the Aſſyrian Monarch beheld not this, 
he had other remarkable Things in Hear 
I on, 
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lon, he entred into the Temple of Alergai 
where he beheld the Image of that Goddels 
under the Shape of a Woman from the 
Walte upwards, of that of a Fiſh down- 
wards, and having given Orders for the 
Drawing of her Figure, returned again to 
read what was write upon the Tablets ; then 
he thought that the great Adad having cho- 
ſen that Goddeſs for his Spouſe, was a pre- 
lage that Babylon and Aſcalon ſhould be uni- 
ted together, ſince their People and Inha- 
bitants ought not to be divided, whoſe Dei- 
ties were joyn d; and as that Celeſtial Alli- 
ance was made, by Accidents altogether 
ſupernatural, that Farthiy Alliance, which 
had follow'd, could not have ſucceeded but 
by the like means and ways; he proteſted 
that he would never enter into the City of 
Babylon, without Inſtituting there the Wor- 
{hip of that Goddeſs, nor without Dedica- 
ting to her a Temple : And in Truth no 
ſooner was he upon the borders of his Em- 
pire, but he gave Orders for the beginning 
of that Work, and that having Ordained 


her Worthip, ſhe was reverenced by all, but 


with ſuch Devotion, that ſince, the Aſſyrian 
have held her amongſt the number of then 
principal Deities : If that Monarch befole 
that he underſtood that marvellous Birth, 
had paſſionat<ly lov'd our Princeſs, he aiter- 
terwards efteem'd himſelf oblig'd to chenth 


her, as well through Duty as Inclination, a 
knowing that her Original had ſomethin; 


of parallel with his own; he was the * 
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of Jupiter Belus, and throuali a conſequence 
lets Neceflary than Juſt, Reaſon would have 
I that the Son of a God ſhould eſpouſe the 
. Y Daughter of a Goddeſs, ſcarce were the 
„ Magmiicent Entertainments ended (although 
the time preſcribed for them hid been a long 
ume paſt) when Ninus was reſolv'd to re- 
„turn co his own Territories ; It was certain- 
Ja very cruel Separation to T arſenos to part 
- Evith his dear Daughter; but as it was no 
- Mother then what ought to be expected, his 
- YTongue approvd of what his Tears could 
- Yſcarcely conſent too; never was Day ſo fad 
r ind melancholy like that in which we be- 
hen to depart ; but it was again the more b 

caſon that its Eve had been celebrated wit 

o much Splendor and Joy, inſomuch that 
when we teſtify d an exceſſye Alacrity, it 
vas not without conſidering that we re- 
pyced at our Tears: Our In fanta mult have 
plt for the moſt inſenſible in the World, 
had ſhe not been affected wsth ſo general an 
ffection; She did indeed make appear that 
[he ſhared a great part amongſt them, more 
In reallity not to {new her ſelf Ingrateful to 
er Country then through Sentiments which 
al an unwillingneſs to the King her Hus- 
and's Defire ; becauſe in giving to him her 
alth, the gave it to him ſo Diſintereſted 
nd Pure, that all things which before had 
Ken any ways conſiderable to her, from 
n, Nat moment became to her Indifferent : by 
ger Actions of Sadneſs the fatisfy'd the ſor- 
on er ful Reſentments of her Subjects; but 

of 13 ite 
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ſhe reſerved for her Husband effects contia- b 
ry to thoſe Appearances. We made haſte t 
through Hria, becauſe that part of it be- i! 
longing to the King of Aſcalon, we could te 
not pals through thoſe Cities which were Þ tf 
under his Power, without granting ſome I * 
Days of ſtay to the agrecable Importunity YI in 
of their Inhabitants; but when we were “ 
arrived upon its Confines we made uſe of Y 
the Advantage of the River Exphrates, by of 
imbarking upon Veſſels richly deckt, which © 
in few Days brought us to that vaſt and po- 
pulous City of Babylon : Permit me here to . 
renew your Admiration, and by a few words, I " 
by which Iwill conſtrajn.my ſelf to expreß An 
it in, give you a Recital of the moſt admi-Y Pl. 
rable Dwelling in the Univerſe ; all thoſe, A 
who as well as my ſelf, who were Strang; '! 
ers alike to this City, remembrimg them- K. 
ſelves of Aſcalon, which we looked upon to 
be above all other Cities, immediately took N 
the great and wonderful City of Babylon for le 
an entire Region, and having ſince known 
that it was but a City, have conſid ered A/-J © 
calon but as a Village, or to Honour ita 
little more at the leaſt of its Suburbs. The 
River upon which we finiſhed our Voyage 
divides it ſelf in two Parts, on one {ide ate 
many Temples, of which ſome to be the 
more eſteemed onght to be very Ancient, 
as thoſe of Jupiter Belus and Adad ; ſinet 
that, after thoſe two famous Edifices, tht 
others in compari ſon are but common Pull 


Uings, altho very ſumptuous ; 1 fat 
| cal 
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bear ſpeaking of the Riches with which 
they are adorned, ſo great is the number 
thit you would not believe me; I ſhall con- 
tent my ſelt to tell you that beſides thoſc 
things which render thoſe Sacred places 
wonderful, there is a Tower preſents it ſelt 
in the middle of the Temple of Jupiter Be- 
lu, the top of which 1s ſo high that you 
would take it for a Pillar that ſuſtains the 
Heavens, In effect there is no body that 
caſting his Eye towards the top of it, but 
confounds it with the Sky it ſelf, ſo great 


it that part of the City is altogether Sacred 
and Holy by the Poſſeſſion of ſo many Tem- 
ples Conſecrated to the Gods, the other is 
altogether as Magnificent and Royal, poſſci- 
ing the moſt glorious Dwelling of thcir 
Kings; the Situation is ſo charming and 
ſweet, that it inſpires a Joy as ſoon as you 


the Puiſlance of its Empire; but its Build- 
ing is fo Compleat and Stately, that it 
equally ſurpaſſes by much, as well the Beau- 


contains it; juſt thus was the City of Ba- 
Hlon, when the great Ninus made his Entry 
with his dear Queen, inſomuch that I ſhall 
do no further in Diſcribing of it; it will 
come to pals by and by that I ſhall add to 
that Magnificent Eſtate, in which we found 
u, thofe pompous Augmentations which 
the new Queen cauſed to be added, and 
you thall learn, by the ſequel of her Hi- 


I 3 ſtory, 


: diſtance there is from the Earth and it; 


b:hold it; its Greatneſs is conformable to 


ty of its Situation as the Space which 
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ſtory, the two Reaſons for which this incom- 


parable City was Surnamed the City of K. 
mmirams © Having ihewn to ycu the Power 


2nd Grandeur of the Metropolis of Aſſria, | 


it would, be 1mpertinent in me to amuſe 


you with the Crowds of People, who bin- 


arcF-our Entry by thoſe rich Preparations 
which rendered it Glorious, and by tl of 
{outs of Joy which teſtified their SatisfeGti- 


en and Contentment; I ſhall not ſpeak of 
the time which was taken up in publick | 


Sliowes, Dancings and Feaſts, it is encugh 
tor you to imagine it, when you conſider 


what was the City into which we entred. 
and the People who received us; but as! 


have @ Deſign to ſhew to ycu a Life alto- 
vether Viriuoue, to repreſent it to you al- 
terwards in an Inclination altogether con- 
trary, 1 ſhall not deviate my Diſcourſe from 
what concerns the Queen. As ſoon as Al- 
„s had emencd tlie Palace, the Affairs of 
his Empire took not ſolely up his Care, he 
joy ned thereunto the Care of cauſing a 
Temple to be raiſed to the Mother of his 
Queen, and we ſaw the Foundaticn there- 
of before that we weil knew that we were 
arrived at Babylon, It was built on that 
ide of the City, of which I told you be- 
tore, and where there was ſo great a number 
jult over againſt that of Adad, according 
to which model he cauſed it to be built, 
and had the fame Prieſts and Sac1ifices, con- 
tormable to thoſe of that God, of whom 


according to the Oracle ſpoken to Taufe 7 
iy 
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ſhe was the Companion, which gave occa- 
ſion to the Prieſts of thoſe Temples to d11t- 
cover moſt wonderful Miſterics in that Hea- 
FJ venly Union: The Court was wholly ein- 
e ploy d in fo Laudable a mixture of Affairs, 
i» Þ Divine and Civil, when News was brought 
is Þ of the Revolt of that Armenia, which alone 
e then paid Homage to the Aſſyrian Monar- 
- Ichy; it was Armenia the Great, that this 
H Trunphant Monarch hal given to Barra- 
k % although his Father was his Mortal 
h Enemy. Tabatius (that was the Name of 
er the Author of that Rebellion) had always 
|. managed the War againſt Belus, and having 
I FI (cveral times defeated bim, without having 
> Þ abſolutely conquer'd him, took it fo much 
f- uo Heart to Ruine him, that he enjoyn'd it 
.d the Prince his Succeeſſor, never in his 
m Lite- time to make Peace or Truce with him; 
i- EY Ninzs kept his word when he came to the 
of Empire, he vigouroully purſued Sabat ius; 
1c but as he was engaged but againſt the Fa- 
a cher, he voluntarily pardoned the Son, when 
is being reſolved to ſubdue Armenia the 
c- © Great, he met him laden with abundance 
re © of rich Preſents, inſtead of defending him- 
t eit. Barzanes promis'd all that our Mo- 
e- Nnarch of Babylon obhig'd bim to; he became 
er Inbutary to him, and afterwards peaceably 
enjoy 'd that Kingdom until ſuch time as the 
t, I Fugitive Sabatius, after a long time came 
aud troubled his peaceable Government, 
Picty giving more Courage to that Prince 
then he had ever cow ones, concluding 

| 4 bs 
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it would be no Crime to break his Faith tet 


her Sake; he received then his unhappy Fa- = 
: | 48.4 
ther,calleth him to his Councels,and this was | that 
the occaſion of this War for which AH ria fr 
then made Preparations: On a fuddain a | Orc 
great alteration was to be ſeen in our Court, tels 
the Armies took place of thoſe Magnificent I 
and Glorious Shews to which all the World &Y 
was then given, which as I believe had not att 
tinihed to foon, had not this Accident hap- I ani 
ned. Ihe Queen perceiving that the King not 
was preparing to leave her, could not re- 10 
lolve to conſent to it. ſhe diſpos d her fel N tor 
to follow him, and would put on his Har- I colt 
neſs when he had occaſion for them; he 5 
did all he could to hinder her Deſign, he I the. 
repreſented to her the Labours and Perils in 151 
which that employment engaged thoſe that I ren 
practiced it; told her it was for Men and N on! 
not for Women, and likewiſe told her, rio 
that he thould have a double fezr upon him, N h. 
iceing her every Moment expos'd to hazard I ho 
and danger, whereas was ſhe abſent he I doe. 
ſhould eſteem it as nothing; but his per- tor 
fraſions were weak, the could not bear them dur 


without interrupting him, and did only in- th 
terrupt him to put an end to fo Aftectionate E that 
Debate, by three or four words, My Lord, N x; 
ſaid ſhe, if I learnt that noble Exerciſe in N that 
cxerciſing it againſt your Majeſty, ought | I Int. 
not to make uſe of it at preſent again 
other People 3 moſt certainly ſince I had 
the boldneſs to Combat with you, I wil YI... 
poſſeſs the Glory bercafter to Combate t9! 


you ; 
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pu; this Decree which her Love made fer 
[A pronouce, was immediately executed; She 
her ſelf took care of-the Preparations tor 
hat War, and made her ſelf as remarkable 
br her Diligence and Judgment in thoſe 
| Y Orders ſhe gave, as generous in thoſe Bat- 
*F tels, where the Victory always accompa- 
med her. The whole Court quittcd Babyion 


1 Y when their Majeſties departed, and crotting 
y along the Banks of the River Tigris, foon- 


arrived at Ninivee, where thoſe who ought 
not to accompany them to the Wars Rated 
to receive with more eaſe and accommoda- 
tion the News : Permit me, Madam, to re- 
collect my ſelf of that moſt agreeable Place. 


of it is too fine to be forgot, and I received 
lere too much Honour to omit ſpeaking in 
g ts praiſe. That City was of a circumfe- 


J rence little different from Babylon, ſituated 
en the River Tigris, environed with prodi- 
ous Walls and Towers, the particulars of 
which I ſhould ſcarce paſs over in ſilence, it 
thole which Semiramis cauſed to be built 
does not tell me that it would be quick'y 
to recite over twice one and the ſame thing. 
but of ſo tweet an Air and Climate, ard alt 
tn2s therein ſo pleaſing and agrecable, 
that all melancholy is bautthed from thence ; 
Mau always tov'd that City, as well for 
that Reaſon, as for the Civility of its 
Inhabitants, and I believe that I ſhall, in 2 
word, give you- to underſtand the Aﬀctt-_ 
en that that great Prinze had for it ; it ! 
Ki ou that he konomed it with lues name. 
N 15 auhong 
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although he was not the Founder of it; 
there it was that the Heroick Semiramis began 
to careſs me more than ſhe was uſed to do, 
and for my own part, beginning to under- 
ſtand my ſelf, I endeavoured to render my 
{elf worthy of her Favour. I have not lu- 
therto told you what a great Kindneſs ſhe 
had for me, I have contented my ſelf to let 
you know, that as little as I was, I had 
always followcd her; and although the 
King and the whole Court paid me extra- 
ordinary Civilities, nevertheleſs I thought 
it not proper to obſerve thoſe little Circum- 
ſtances, ſince they were paid to a Child; 
but when they became more conſiderable, 
how this Prazimene, who has receiv'd ſuch 
weighty Obligations from you, 1s becom- 
ing one part of the Care of Semiramis, and 
how Fortune has deſigned me to augment 
her Triumph; I muſt put my ſelf in tum 
and prepare a long Recital of my Adven- 
tures, The ſame Day that MNinivee ſaw the 
Army depart, whote place of Rendevous 
the had been: My Queen, to ſtop thoſe Tears, 
which ſhed, and for her own Satisfaction 
held mea great while embraced ; My Child, 
aid tie, with pain I know well that thy 
Fears are occaſioned by the regret you have 
to leave me, and I aſſure you of my part, I 
have no leis an unwillingnets for our Sepa- 
ration, but give to my Glory what I cam 
not condeſcend to do to thy Deſire ; I lear: 
thee in the hands of Ermente, reſolved toid 


the {ce at my return, that J have not Loved 
lice 
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thee in vain ; that Ancient governeſs to 
whom I am obliged for the little Virtue I 
poſſeſs, has in charge to beſtow the like care 
upon thee, as ſhe had of me, to the end, 1 
ſhall bluſh Madam to recount to you thoſe 
Terms the Queen was pleas'd to beſtow up- 
on me, and nevertheleſs I ought not to alter 
the Truth of the Hiſtory, that fortifying in 
thee thoſe rare Quahties, which naturally 
you Enjoy, it may be eaſy for thee to know 

u bether 1 have cheriſh'd thee as I ought, ſince 

: 1 teſtify to thee by the Gift I make, how 

mach wiſh for a conformity between us, 

which is not to be ſearched for but with 

, M thoſe Perſons who are cxtreamly dear to us; 

hafter this, my Child, ſhe often honoured 

me with that Title, a time may come where- 

in to ſhew the greatneſs of my Affection, I 

ſhall do ſomething for the very great, and 

yet notwithſtanding what cannot be able to 
reach my Deſire: At theſe words ſhe left 
me, who was blinded with Tears, and go- 
ing to overtake her Soldiers, ſhe increaſed 
their Courage as ſhe had done my Grief: 
Let us not ſtop, if you pleaſe, at thoſe Re- 
ſentments of Affliction, of which I began 
to be capable; let us leave the Diſcourle of 
my Sighs and Tears and follow my Princeſs 
to wonder at her Exploits. The Armenians 
having advanc'd to the Country of Me ſopo- 
ma, were encamped at the Foot of the 

Mount Taurus to defend the Paſſage and En- 

trance into their Country aginſt the King of 

Aſſyria ; but far from finding him in a weak 

Condition, 
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Condition, as they had almoſt perſwaded 


themſelves, he proved more vigorous and 
ſtronger to them then they had repreſented 


him to be, being likewile aſſiſted by his 


Queen, inſomuch that our Troops took very 


little more pains to open to themſelves a 
Paſſage into their Provinces, then to croſs | 


over Meſopotamia, their direct way, and 
which was one of the Conqueſts of the 
great Ninus: There the Enemies Army was 
preſently diſpers d; there the places coſt us 
no longer time to take them, then what {cr- 
ved to block them up, and the People pro- 
miſing to themſelves more Mercy from the 
Conqueror, then by the reſiſtance they were 
once reſolved to make, came in whole Bo- 
dies to ſubmit themſelves to that Yoke they 
had ſo raſhly abandon'd ; but Madam, what 
do you think render'd this Succeſs fo glori- 
ous and ealie? the Memory of the dead 
Prince ought not to be offended, if I attri- 
bute the Honour to the Warlike Semiramis; 
yes.it was {he that re- eſtabliſhd the Babyloni- 
an Empire in thoſe Parts, andwho not con- 
tent with that Advantage, carried her Arms 
and Bounds much farther; it is true that 
that Hero was of himſclt capable of all 
thoſe Exploits, and that having composd 
his Monarchy of fo many Kingdoms, gene- 
rouſly Conquer'd by him, he had not only 
tearn'd the Art of acquiring, but hKewile 
of preſerving and keeping them; never 
theleſs at that time more defirous of the Lau 
rels for his Queen then tor himſe l, he an] 
initte 
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mitted her to act according to her own cou- 
ragious Motives, and he had no ſooner con- 
ceived the hopes of a Victory, but his victo- 
rious Queen preſented him with the Fruits 
thereof; She put her ſelf at the Head of the 
Aſſyrians, and never returned from fight 
without being covered all over with blood, 
and without giving extraordinary appre- 
henſions to her Husband, which were con- 
rerted in a little time into great content and 
ſatisfaction: At Night ſhe would ſurprize 
their Quarters and carry them by force, and 
in the Day-time ſhe would give Directions 
for Battels and Aſſaults; ſhe cauſed a ſe- 
vere Diſcipline to be obſerved in the Camp, 
and to lunder the murmuring which is or- 
dinarily founded upon diſpencing with ſome 
Rules and Orders, ſhe uſed the ſame Severity 
and Strictneſs as to her ſelf; ſhe preſided at 
Council, and ſometimes permitting them 
to ſpeak, who by the length of time ſeemed 
to be very well vers'd and experienc'd in that 
dangerous Employment, made them after- 
wards bluſh for Shame, in making them 
ſenſible of the Faults and Errors of their 
Sentiments, and aſtoniſhed them with the 
Solidity of her own and oftentunes conſtrai- 
ned them to become Envious of the Glory 
of a Woman ; In fine, the made appear 1n 
her Perſon, the Courage of the young, and 
the Prudeuce of the old, the power ot oycr- 
coming, and the vertue of pardoning, and 
by a Secret, natural to her, created both 
Fear and Love in their Hearts: Thus the 

did 
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did not gain her ends and deſigns in Arm- 
nia the Greater only, but in the very Heart 
of that Kingdom; ſhe rooted out the Plant 
which another time might have producd 
another Rebellion, it was the Prince who 
poſſeſs d it under the Homage of the great 


Ninus, who abſolutely vanquiſh'd in the late 


Battle, could not ſave himſelf from falling 


into the Conquerors Hands: Whilſt that, 
Barz.anes was forc'd to go to Ninivee, where 


our Monarch would keep him, conſidering 


wy 


his Revolt, as an effect of his Piety; that 
excellent Queen who had vanquiſh d him 
ſtudied new Deſigns; ſcarce had ſhe re- 


freſu d her ſelf in giving new Orders to the 
conquer d Countries, but ſhe departed to 
add new Rays to her ſhining Glory, ſne 
conquer d the Leſſer Armenia, whether ſhe | 


carried her Arms, and with that prompt- 
nels, that the had ſubdued it as ſoon as ſhe 
had chaſtis'd the Greater Armenia, and from 
thence paſling in Cilecia, took them for weak 
and teeble Reſiſtances, which others might 
have taken for prodigious Efforts. The 
Neighbouring Kingdoms were not fo diff- 
cult to be Conquered, Pamphilta, together 
with ſome other Provinces of the Greatcr 
Phrygia, voluntarily ſubmitted, to ſuch a 
pitch that ſhe rais'd her Fame, inſomuch 
that the rendered almolt the whole Eaftern 
Aſia Tributary to one ſole Power. After ſo 
great a Succels, diſpoſing her ſelf to return 
to Babylon, ihe minded not to return the 
lame way, Gallacia was the way ſhe rciolved 

10 
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to take, and to continue that way, after 
having opened to her ſelf a Paflage in its 
Province on that ſide which was moſt South- 
wards, it was abſolutely needful to ſubdue 
Cappadocia, which block d up otherwiſe her 
Pfige to the Armenians on that ſide; and 
| know not, if without that Adventure, of 
which the Aſſyrians Aid the continuance of 
their Fortune d1d depend, and which ſuc- 
ceeded according to their Withes and Pray- 
ers; that long Voyage which was not per- 
formed without great Labour and Difficul- 
tics, if it had entirely fſatisfy'd her great 
Mind, and if her great Courage, the Pa- 
rallel of which was never known, had not 
engaged her to undertake new Enterprizes : 
This Adventure, Madam, which cauſed in 
us another ſort of Joy then that which her 
Victories created, was ſuch, that ſhe found 
her ſelf in a condition to give the great Ni- 
nus a Succeflor : As ſoon as the News was 
ſpread of it, there was not an Aſſyrian who 
eſteemed himſelf leſs than a Demy God, 
they were ſo proud and ſò full of Joy, that 
they diſpiled thoſe People to whom the 
Liberty hindered, the participation of that 
Happineſs. Their Monarch, who had no 
lels a violent Deſire, had reaſon then to 
believe that his Queen was going to render 
him the Father of a Creature who would 
keep a Medium between the Gods and Men, 
the hopes of that on the one hand, and the 
apprehenſions on the other, leaſt thoſe ge- 
nerous Attempts, in which ſhe took 1o 

much 
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much pleaſuire and ſatisfaction, ſhould de. 
prive them of that Sovereign happinefs, 
obliged him, in the Requeſt which he made 
to her, to make uſe of a Command alto. 
gether Affectionate and full of Love, ſhe 
was obliged then to take the Road to BA. 
bylon, under a guard, at the head of which 
he put himſelf, and Merabane was his 
Lieutenant, and Ninivee, where all my 
Joy had ceaſed by the departure of that 
Queen, ſaw an end of my Grief and Sor- 
row, as it had beheld the beginning of it; 
Oh ! what Careſſes did I recerve, and how 
much did thoſe two Inſtances of her De- 

arture and Return give me Afﬀfarances of 
hes Inclination; but I ſhall do wrong to 
two Illuſtrious and great Perſons, who 


figh'd under different Paſſions, if I ſhould 


trifle away your time in entertaining of you 
with what particularly belongs to me any 
Jonger, I muſt, if you pleaſe, ſtep the 
Torrent of Tears of ſome, before I con- 
tinue the Diſcourſe of what concerns me, 
and likewiſe ſatisfy the Deſire of others; 
The Ninivites were thoſe that ſigh'd, and 
who having received the Victorieus Scmira- 
mis atter ſo many Warlike Expeditions, 
would have been glad to have added to their 
Fame the utmoſt Glory and Reputation to 
have been able to have attributed the Birth 
of the firft Child of the great Ninus to 
them; but obſerving tuch great Prepara- 
tions tor going forward, made them Dil- 
pair of to great a Happineſs. The Babyle 

nian 
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I 1ians on the other-hand flattered themſelyes 
te Jof having that glorious Advantage: In 
ſhort none were deceived, for the Sorrow- 


A ful Ninivee had the regret to behold the 
. departure of their Queen, and the rejoycing 


h City of Balhlon had the Satisfaction to re- 
ceive her. The King, who had remitted 
the Care of his Armies to his Valiant Ge— 


J nerals, never left his Queen, being refolv'd 
r. to obſerve himſelf, whether a univerſal Be- 
„ lief might not be attended with a deceit- 
y I ful Succeſs. . | 

_ All Afyria made wiſhes for a Prince, and 
Mut promis'd no leſs to himſelf; never- 
o Y theleſs with what ever hopes he flatter d 
o hunſelt, he was ſtill apprehenſive leaſt he 
4 ; ſhould meet with a diſappointment in his 
u Hopes and Deſires ; but Heaven that proved 
y auſpicious to Aſſyria at that time, and that 
e would ſhower down upon that Kingdom all 


- © its Graces, to the end that it might over- 
e. whelm it at length with moſt predigious 
adyverſities, rejoyc d their Prince and did not 
d diſcontent his Subjects. Semiramis gave 
„Light to another Sun, who at the Moment 
of his Birth extended his bright Rays to the 
moſt darkned and furtliermoſt parts of the 
Empire. He was received in Cloth of Pur- 
ple, which never was practiſed betore, and 
at the Mothers Requeſt, and tor her Satis- 
faction, the Father conferred his own Name 
upon him. The City of Babylon the Night 
before this auſpecious and happy Day, re- 
Embled fome of thoſe Mountains wang 
calts 
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caſts ont Fire, ſince there was not one little 


place or corner therein, where that Sacred 


Fire did not give Teſtimony of the great 


Joy of us Inhabitants, and yet the Nights 


of Darkneſs did not alone partake of thoſe 
publick Rejoycings, the Days took their 
turn, infomuch that it was a long time be- 
fore ſuch time as the Sun could exhale any 


of thoſe Vapours he was us'd to do, to tlie 


end that he might =_ Light without in- 
terruption to the Sacrifices and Feaſts : In 


the mean time our Princeſs thinking thoſe 


Hours tedious which were not employ'd in 
encreaſing the Glorious Empire of her dear 
Spouſe, had ſcarce brought into the World 
a Son, but ſhe importuned him to return to 
his Conqueſts; it was not without an ex- 
treame violence upon her ſelf, that ſhe took 
that Reſolution, it was not, I fay, with- 
out having a wonderful Reluctancy in her 
Thoughts, mixt with her Requeſt ; but as 
ſhe had already overcome ſo many Enemics, 
ſhe would add to her Triumphs the Victory 
ſhe obtained on this occaſion over her {elt, 
Pinus took leave of her as ſoon as ſhe ſaw 


that ſhe was in a fair condition and way of 


being well, and with promiſes to be with 
him as ſoon as her Strength would permit; 
be departed from Babylon to go to meet his 
Armies, which had already obtained great 
Advantages in thoſe Eaferz Counties, 
where he had cauſed them to march. Aer» 
zabane did not immediately follow the King, 


he was commanded to remain near Semira- 
mii, 
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1's, who ſince her Marriage, had always a 
kindncls for him. Moſt certain it is that he 
was poſſeſt of fuch Qualifications which 
would unavoidably make him eſteemed ; 
but amonglt others he had one in conſide- 
ration of our Queen, which alone was cap- 
able to attract her Inclinations, even when 
ſhe would not Honour him therewith. He 
was employ'd by the great Ninus to obtain 
her Affections, yet although he did not ab- 
ſolutely ſucceed, nevertheleſs his procedure 
was with ſo much ſudgment, that at the 
ame moment ſhe became ſenſible of the 
Hero's Love, the thereupon had a good will 
for his Ambaſſador ; nevertheleſs to what 
purpoſe ſerves a ſupport to thoſe Courages 
where there is nothing but apparent Virtue, 
it was better that their Fortune depended on 
their Conduct, then to be ſupported by a 
Foundation which one. dares not ſhake, the 
procceding of the Sacrilegious Merrabane 
was a parallel to this truc Reaſoning. As 
oon as he had followed the Fortune of his 
Prince, by thoſe ways where Virtue alone 
could march, he acquir'd the Friendſhip 
ot my Princeſs; by ways accordingly he 
likewiſe continued in the ſame way of Vir- 
tue, by performing ſeveral glorious Acti- 
ons for ſome time; but when he was ſen- 
ible that he was throughly eſtablidh'd, he 
negleSted to act well, and in ſome little 
ume followed that courſe which was moſt 
natural to him, and which had admitted 
or interruption, but to attain to that bigh 

Station 
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Station to which he was then arriv d. 1 Nren 
have already thew'd you the Reaſons I have Mthe 
to ſpeak ſo of the molt abominable of Man- 
kind; I have perverted the order I ought to | 
have obſerved in the recital of this Hittory, | 
to let you know the Subject of it, I return * 
now again to continue ſtill thoie praiſcz © 
wich as yet remain due to the wonder SS- 
miramis: It is to be thought that the Abſence 
of the great Ninas did ſenſibly affect her, 
altho occaſioned at her own Requeſt, ſince | 
he was no ſooner zone, but (he fell very ill 
during the light-headednefs, tho' hearing 
{he made appear the Aﬀections of her Mind, 
and what poſſeſs d more her Thoughts, for 
the fought with her Enemies and overcame 
them; but above all the made appear du- 
ring thoſe Ravings, how dear the Victori- 
ous Ninus was to her, as well by the fre- 
quent calling upon him, as by the Appre- 
henſions the made appear the was in tor 
him. At length, after ſeveral Months that 
{he was forc'd to keep her Bed, the Count, 
which by her Indiſpoſition was become ex- 
treamly atflicted, began by degrees to re- 
aſſume its wonted Joy, as her Health retur- 
ned to her; It was not immediately that 
ſhe Recovered what her Sicknefs had cauſed 
her to looſe, inſomuch that ſhe might not 
remain idle, ſhe diverted her ſelf in adorn- 
ing the City of Babylon. 1 have already gi- 
ven you an Account of that Place, as I aw 
it when the Queen made her Entry the fir 
time, and ſince then I have made no other 
( mention 
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mention of it. I Hall not diſcribe to you 
the Accomplithing of that Work, which 
for being accounted amongſt the moſt no- 
ble Works, has nothing of common with 


ll the other illuſtrious Buildings of the 
World. The Qucen began her Undertaking 


J with Walls which did not only ſerve as Or- 


naments to the City, but likewife rendred 
them capable of reſiſting the greateſt Force 
either of Engines or Armies, and ſhe was 
o far from raiſing them upon the ſame place 
and foundation of the firſt, that ſhe cauſed 
them to be carried on at a wonderful di- 
ſtance to add to its Beauty. Wonder not, 
Madam, when I fhall tell you that they 
were fitty Foot broad, and two hundred 
Foot high, the truth whereof being ſo ma- 
nifett in theſe our Days, that it may be con- 
firm 'd by millions of Witneſſes that have be- 
held the fame, their Materials were Dug out 
ot the Ditches which incompaſſed them, by 
ralon whereof they were very deep and 
large; as Semiramis was reſolv'd to fortifie 
them zs well as to adorn thoſe Walls, ſhe 
cauſed a certain Earth, deſigned for this 
work, to be made into Bricks, which be- 
ing burnt in the Fire, gave them a Colour 
never Known before, which ſhe cauſed to 
be laid ſo one within another, by a ſtrange 
Cement taken out of a black and finoaky 
Lake, Theſe Walls have often been the 
Place for our Walking, ſince fix Coaches 
could go abrealt without any inconvenien- 
cy, from whence we might behold a moſt 

| agrecable 
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agreeable Proſpect; a hundred Gates of Bras 
of prodigious Strength are hung to thoſe 
Walls, to the end that one may enter there- 
in from all Parts, and fifty Poſterns from | 
each ſide of the City to go down to the Ri- 
ver Euphrates ; add to this two hundred and 
Fifty Towers, built for the Defence of the 
Walls, and proportionable to their won- 
derful heighth ; but forget not to take no- 
rice that in that part of Babylon, Dedicated 
to the Gods, the Queen cauſed a molt ſtate- 
ly Caſtle to be built, much more Magnifi- 
cent then that of the King her Husbands, 
to the end that on each ſide there ſhould be 
a kind of Fortreſs; there is nothing ſo 
agreeable fine as thoſe two Edifices, the one 
beholds the Riſing, the other the Setting of 
the Sun, and the River Euphrates alone, 
which ſeparates it forms the Ealt and the 
Welt; three Walls of the ſame materials 
with that which incloſes the City, ſurrounds 
the Laſt of theſe two Pallaces; but whereas 
other Fortifications deſigned for Arms, 
ſtrikes Terror into the Beholders, the Sight 
of this creates a quite contrary effect, and 
not only pleaſcs the Sight, but charms the 
Mind by the famous Battels, diverſity of 
Chances, and the great number of difterent 
Animals, which you may obſerve painted 
in Colours the moſt natural. | 

There amidſt divers Statues are thoſe of 
Ninus, and the Heroick Semiramis, whoſe 
extraordinary Shape hinders the Surprize 


of the Sight, which at firit would make 
one 
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one take them for their Originals, did not 
that remarkable difterence exceed the Live- 
lineſs of Art. They are accompanied with 
Leopard and a Lion, both ſhot through 
with Arrows by thoſe two Divine Perſons, 
and Nature is ſo perfectly 1mitated, that it 
ſeems as if thoſe two furious Animals had 
but juſt received thoſe mortal Wounds, 
and were not as yet expired. If from this 
Diſcription I ſhould purſue the continuati- 
on of this Hiſtory without ſpeaking of an 
Obelisk or Pillar, which to believe it for 
what it is, ought to be ſeen (in compara- 
ſon of which, that at Aſcalon, whereon is 
Engraven the miraculous Birth of my Queen, 
is but an indifferent one) molt certain I 
ſhould have thought, that I had told you 
nothing. It is 150 Foot high and of a pro- 
portionable bigneſs, inſomuch that all 
Strangers who conſider it, never admire it, 
without admiring at the ſame time how 1t 
could be brought from the Mountains af 
Armenia, from whence our Queen cauſcd it 
to be brought, and how they could raiſe it 
in the faireſt place of Babylon, ſince it ſeems 
apparently that in the erecting thereof, 
there was no uſe made of any Engines. 
There wanted nothing to this incomparable 
City then a Bridge for the eaſier Communi- 
cation of its Inhabitants on both ſides, 
which tell then were forc d to make uſe ot 
Boats, The deſign was ſoon taken, but I 
queltion whether they were longer in build- 
ing of it then in the Undertaking, ſince it 

Was 
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was finithed almoſt as ſoon as every thing 
was got ready for it: Do not however 
conſider the quick Diſpatch thereof, as the 
Effect of a ſmall Expence. I can lay, the 
Euphrates alone was worthy of ſo noble a 
Bridge as the City of Babylon was alone 
capable of ſo magnificent an Ornament: 
It 1s prodigious, Madam, to beheve, that 
what ſhould ſeem to be the work of an Age, 
for all manner of Strength, was for Semira- 
wis, but the work of a ſmall time: Yes, 
in one Year, or little more, ſhe began and 
finih'd all theſe Wonders, and if I recount 
them to you in the great, it is lets not to 
let them appear to you in diſorder, and 
with a diſagreeable Aſpect which they ap- 
pear in, when they are not perfected, then 
to expreſs the wonderful Diligence with 
which they were finiſhed : Beſto v on them 
nevertheleſs; all that wonder and admira- 
tion, retain ſome part of it for thoſe ſtate- 
ly Gardens into which I am going to lead 


you, they are ſo great that eight Days will 


not ſuffice to behold thoſe charming Rari- 
ties; whoſe Foreſts were entirely cut down 
and razd to be Re- planted in thoſe Places, 
inſomuch that in their beginning there were 
Trees as ancient as Time it felf ; their 
Walks and Flower Gardens are Journies 
their Fountains and Canals are S. as, and! 
can ſay nothing but what may be con. 
firm d by the ſight of them, ſince without 
going out of them you behold all the Ha- 


rittes which are to be found in all the Parts 
0! 
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of %, and what are difficult to be found in 
the lame Climate, It was not enough to joyn 
Alt to Nature, ou Queen was reſolved to un- 
dertake 1till ſomething more. The Earth is the 
coamon Parent of Leaves and Flowers, of Trees 
and Fruit, and yet ſhe would have them to be 
ſeen hanging in the Air; from Towers highly 
mounted, you might behold their Tops farniſh'd 
with Greens, and by an Artifice which never 
will be put in Practice again, the Springs car- 
ried their Waters as-high as the uppermoſt part 
of them; in omuch that the ſame things which 
you beheld with Admiration in the Gardens 
below, you might, as by a Miracle, fee the 
ſame in thole Gardens in the Air. See Ma- 
dam what was the firſt occa ficn which caus'd 
the unparallel'd City of Babylon to carry the 
Title of the City of Semirams, ſines by that 
new aud wonderful Addition, our Queen leem- 

ed to be the Founder, 
For the Second which has rais'd her Memo- 
ry io Eternity, I am going to tell you, aud in 
the r2c1tal thereof, to give you an Account of 
ne greateit and moit noble of all her Actions, 
| Fave already inform'd you that the new 
Walls were at great diltance from the Ancient 
ones, intonmch that the latter being pull'd 
ohn, the City remained for ſome time di- 
ielted of its Force and Strength: That was 
the occation of a molt prodigious Temerity and 
Kaſhnels that Love aud Diſpair did at any one 
ume produce together; as on the other hand it 
douν⁰οαν,j˙e o much to the Glory of our Queen, 
at it almott letſen'd what was due to the 
ods; I caunor fclate this Paflage to you 
Kon giving you to underitand that the in- 
Mparaule Semnams had been promis'd to 
iu, of 1/ct:icti, and that the King her 
A Father 
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Father, when he endeavoured to difpoſe hor ci 
Will and Affections to receive the Coutkhip vi n, 
the great Ninus, had render'd Thermodoute with Ti 
the Character of being verydiſagreeable, and pol- | 
leſs'd of leveral ill Qualities unworthy ofaPrince, 
[ cannot tell, if the effects were conſonant, I. 
with the Appearances upon which old Taſer: Wy, 
grounded his Panigerick, but he ſaid nothing 
which was not believed by the publick Vogue, 
and which accuſed Thermodonte of want of t 
Courage or want of Love ſince; whether I. 
that Prince was agitated by an extraordinary Io. 
ipight, or rather that the Paſſion which he Nun 
Jeem'd to have diſpis'd was re-kindled in his Mind 
breaſt, by the impoſſibility of attaining to his M,,; 
Satisfaction, as it ordinarily falls out, to {light .. 
ealy Conqueſts and admit of an increale of Love Wh | 
in rhe midſt of Difficulties ; fo it fell out, that MW... 
from the Minute he heard of that unhappy and Mrs 
Tragical Marriage, he took no further care of Nou 
tis Kingdom, and weild not longer his Scep- yr; 
ter, but as a heavy Burthen; Ditpair follow- r! 
i ed him every where, and his ſofteſt Directi- 00 
| ons were become inſupportable to him, and ett 
whatever Reſolutions he took, by which he ie 
might endeavour to compoſe himſelf, or to a- Ne 
3 miniſter Conſolation to his Mind, he found Near 
| them as vain and uſeleſs as ready to vaniſ ion 
from his Mind. At length finding no Reme- Wrz; 
dy for the evil he created ro himſelf, he had a ut 
recourſe to Death; but ſucli a ſort of Death, Sic; 
which the Violenceof his Paſſion oolig'd him Pod. 
to make choice of as an excellent and effectu- Mica: 
al means to put an end to his Sufferings 3 he rea 
knew well enough that to frame any ill Deligns Wiwo, 
on the Bed of the Victorious Niuus, was the Wieat 
means to provoke all A againſt him, fince Wit 


that generous Conqueror could almoſt call gy 
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ji the abſolute Monarch thereof; notwith- 
landing which, it had ſcarce entred into his 
Thoughts, but he reſolv'd upon the Executi- 
on. He was diligent ro learn what paſt in 
dur Court, inſomuch that being aſſur'd of the 
abſence of our Prince, and the Condition the 
Buildings.our Queen had Undertaken, had re- 
tuced the City of Babylon unto: He got toge- 
ther a powerful Army, and propos'd to him- 
If the furprizal of it. It muſt be own'd love- 
Ir [nfanta, that nothing which is agitated by 
Love admits of Delays, the modeſt and moit 
conſiderate of Men become the moſt violent 
and raſh, when animated by that Paſſion. Ther- 
meonte ſeeing all things in readineſs, which 
blinded by his Folly, he had given Orders for, 
left the City of Tyre, and accompanied with 
0 Army, whole courage was not inferiour to 
its number, march'd directly through thoſe 
ountries, which ſeparated his Provinces from 
urs, with fuch good order for the Execution 
his Deſign, chat his Couriers always put a 
op to the Knowledge we ſhould have received 
( this march, We were ſurpriz'd at the end of 
ie of the longeſt Nights in the Year, and 
re beheld the Enemy with us before we had 
eard any thing of them; there was no occa- 
on tor Machines or Eng ines to enter, there 
as a breach ready made, inſomuch that that 
put of the City Dedicated to the Gods fell im- 
wanately into their Hands, without that the 
20d; to whom it was more particularly De- 
ated, ſcemd to oypole fo Sacriligions a 
tealog. They ſay, that Crimes committed 
mougn excels ot Paſſion, be they never lo 
eat, till admit of ſome lawful Excuſe ; al- 
iner % ncvertheleſs that Heaven had conlented 
m. WP 112% nuprizal of Babylon,, yet ſurely it would 
o N 2 not 


* 


i 
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not 3 the Impieties, the Murthers and : 
Thefts which the ordinaryLicentiouſneſs of the Y ? 
Souldiers are at ſuch times committed. Nor Ml © 
was this a virtuous Inclination or Defign which ! 
brought that Army an unlawful Paſſion, or to ; 
lay better, an Attempt againſt the moſt chait 
and moit worthy Bed, wnich the Sun had at MI * 
that time ever ſhined upon, animated the Head, 1“ 
which cauſed the whole Body to Sin. It wa, Ml © 


not eaſy tor the Couragious and Heroick Semi. { 
7.mis to be inform'd of this Accident at its fit 
beginning, becauſe the Palace Royal being on 1 * 
the other Side of the City, it took up ſome t 
time to give notice of it; nor was the Day tar 1 


advanc'd when ſhe underſtood the News, the | 
Meſſenger having made great haſt; I remember . 
both he and his Horſe died with the great La- 
dour and Pains he had taken, after having in 0 
few words inform'd the Queen; he told her 10 
that having fell into the hands of a certain | 
number of Enemies, he had learn'd from them, 
that Thermadonte was the Author and Leader 
of this Enterprize, that it was not to Revenge f \ 
himſelf of any thing which the great Ninus had 4 
done, that he was come to ſurprize his Capital I © 


City, and much leſs for any Envy he might . 
have for thoſe Conqueſts he daily made, Which m. 
mig ht have been ſome plauſible Excuſe, but on- e 
ly to carry off the Princeſs which he enjo) d, 3 
whoſe Faith. had formerly been engag'd to be- .; 


came his Queen ; Semiramis immediately drell 
her ſelf as ſoon as ſhe hear'd the News, and it 
was at the ſame moment that one part of het 
Hair being put up, the other part was lpread 
apart upon her Cheek, when leſs angry at the 
lols of the City of Babylon, then at the accir 
non and cauſe of its being taken, ſhe called ot 


Arms, add made a Vow to let the feſt * 
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Hir hang ſo careleily about, until ſuch time 
nd as ſhe had reveng'd the Injury which the Phean- 
the tian King had offered ro her Husband ; her Fu- 
n ſuiting with her Courage, ſhe mounted on 
ich orfeback and followed by her Guards and 
10 fome of the Inhabitants, who were come to 
all the Palace, the undertook to put a ſtop and to 
overcome an Army which. already apparently 


d, enjoy'd a Victory. I know not how to repie- 
bent to you the haughty Countenance of this 
wn Warriour, when ſhe put her ſelf at the head ot 
in Y tmall Com any of Men, unleſs I ſhew'd you 
8 that the God of War would have appear'd but 
ir with an indifferent Grace near her, Maſter as 
he! be is of that moſt horrible and cruel Profeſſion: 


er She met the Amorous Prince, follow'd by the 
belt number of his Soldiers, yet a little di- 
in fant from them, as ſhe came up to the Bridge, 

ſhe had cauſed to be built, and falling upon 
him with a nimbleneſs, and activity which nad 


lin nels i 
m vothing common in it, ſhe cut ſhort his way, 
— . Ne 

ger cauſing him to find under Arms the Princels 


ge which he would have ſurpriz d in her ordinary 
d Apparel. Her Arm was not alone einploy'd 16 
iltike, her Tongue by thoſe Reproaches ſhe 
hr WY made him, wounded him as much as her Sword; 
h and yet it is certain that the une made him the 


ch 

n- more ſenſible then the other, ſince the Repro- 
. ® . 3 -1 *-. I 

%, ches did not render him aſham'd of his Action, 


e- and that the Arms cauſed him to put an end 16 
his Days. The virtuous Semiramis did not tight 
imply tor her own Revenge; no, the deateit 
luterett of the King her husband at that time 
jaiung her Anger, recoubled her Strengtn ; 
inlomuch that the inſolent Zhermodonte, aiter a 
Relitiance, which upon another occation 1 
would call generous, loit his Life by her own 
Hands Montt er, cryed the, when ſhe law him 

K 3 fall, 
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tall, was it not enough that thy Heart had 
harch'd abominable Deſigus, without comiig 
nither to manifeſt them to us; Die infanicug 
Rival of the greateſt Monarch upon Earth, andl 
know that by the juſtice of thy Death, that 
Ninus clove is worthy of the poſſeſſion of m- 
ramis: Till then Thermodonte did not know our! 
Princeſs, whether it was that the Wind which 
blew againſt his Viſage had hindred him from! 
ſeeing that part of her Hair which ſhe would! 
not bind up, or that hear which enflames the 
Warriours in combatting cauled him to obſene 
nothing but thoſe Places where the Vida 

ig hit the more eaſily be obtained ; but as ſoon 

» ſhe had utrered thele laſt words, which he 
ieard diſtinctly, it ſcem'd as if he prais'd tlie 
Zods that he did not die without Learning the 
Happineſs of his Defeat, and that he adoled 
thole hands which took from him his Lite, 
after having bereft him of his Heart; it wis 
I ſay, but by an action that he explained his 
Thoughts, becauſe that without giving hin 
the Leiſure to frame one fingle Word: The 
Victorious Semiramis cut of his Head to ſend it 
to her Spouſe. In the mean time the Troop 
which had followed her, were poſted at the 
Entry of the Bridge, to Ditpute the Paſſage 
with thoſe which followed the miſerable Ther- 
modonte, and which were not as yet paſt, into- 
nuch that by the charge they ſuſtained in lo 
advantageous a place tor fo ſmall a nuaber, 
gave time to the Queen to bereave the guilty 
Phenictan of his Lite. 

W hilſt the Combat laſted, rhe Fnemies at- 
tack'd, and ours defended themlelves with 4 
great deal of Courage, and perhaps had it cg 
tinued much longer, the Baliloniaus had pis— 
t-1v'd their Courage, but loft their Force: Eu 
When 
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when the Criminal Thermodonte had recaiv'd ts 
qu!! due for rhe pains he had taken ; Toy fill'd 
me Hearts of ours, and Aſtoniſhment half de- 
audi feared the Strangers. Then it was that our 
late wonderful Princets, who alone was capable oi 
„ onking our good or ill Fortune, throwing her 
our felt in the midſt of her Enemies, they ſeem'd 
mY to content to their own overthrow, by the 
r001Y diſorder they were in as they fled ; none 01 
ald her blows were in vain, all proved effective, 
tue and that was the leaſt which only gave a mor- 
ive Y tal Wound; animated by an Example fo rare 
ad fo worthy, the People made uſe of ail 
don things for Arms which they could lay hold oil, 
he lnſonuch that there was ſo great a {laughter in 
tic mat part of the City where the Enemies had 
the | begun to perceive the Victory, that it was a 
fed eicult matter to march to any other pait but 
ite, pon dead Bodies, and to behold any little 
Stream which was not of blood, and this glo- 
his ¶ tious Act confirm'd to the incomparable Babz- 
um bn the Title of the City of Semerimis, which 
ue MF otherwiſe they had in vain acquired by ſo ma- 
lit y great and lofty augmentations, if in the 
0 MF uprizing the Infamous Thermodonte, her Vit- 
the ue had not generouſly preſerved it. 

'> WY The Gods, at the lame time, were prais'd 
„br a Victory, which they did ſcarce dare to 
hope for, their Temples were all open, and all 
their Altars laded with Victims, inſomuch 
„tha the Murther of fo many Beaſts ſerved to 
urn thanks for thoſe of to many Men. The 
Queen coming forth from thoſe warlike Devo- 


tid 
. 1 
141.9 

* = 
1G 


„ons ſtill arm'd and cover'd all over with blood, 
" WM vould not give order about ſome flight Wounds 
50 the had receiv'd, before ſuch time as ſhe had 
er diſpatch'd a Courier to carry the News of this 


Adventure to our monarch, the Head of his 
K 4 deſpe- 


ll 


100 Prazamene, 
deſperate Rival be preſented by kim to whom 


the had given it in charge; ſhe wit to him uf 


what had hapned in ſuch terms as ſtil} expiett 
The heat of the Combate, and by a lively De. 
claration of her Sentiments teitifyed the ex- 
tream Satisfaction ſhe had, in having her let 


revenged the Undertaking of the Ignowinuus 


ÞFheniciane 


— T—ü— * — * — > —_—_— 


Hiſtory of Prazimene and Meliſtrae 


Itherto the Actions which ] have recited 
nave appeared to you as a Prodigy cr 
onour and Vartue ; tor the future 1 mult to 
{aristy your Curioſity, which ſeems not to be 
tired, make appear to you a continuance of ſuch 
of which the Effects are not to wonderful, and 
which will reſemble more the common way of 
living, then that Heroick one, of which 1 
have given you ſo courtly the Character; now 
you may behold Love triumphing through ex- 
traordinary ways and methods, and whilit it is 
endeavouring to Unite my Heart to Meliſtrates, 
you will oblerve thole rare Qualities which 
you but juſt now admired, oppreſt and quite 
altered, and different from what they were. I 
is tiue, that as rhe times are not adurned with 
great Virtues, ſo neither are they ilained with 
extraordinary Vices; but one may fay tat 
raere is a Medium, by waich thoſe two foits 
of living lo different and oppoſite to each o- 
ther may be United, and taat Qucen, wü 
but now you adore, but whom yuu as in 4 
very little time as much abhor and detect, 
made ule of that Path, to pats from the heightn 
of Virtue and Glory to the dangerous Piecipi: 
Web) 
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an Nees of Infamy and Shaame-: I leave you ro 
oY judge, Madam, if a Diſpoſit ion ſo viciated 
en © and depraved, as could poſſibly be, Iceing ſuch 
) mn Examples and fo frequent, could nut mus 
x- © provition of admirable Habits, Cuſtoms, and 
{MW if conſequently a Perſon whoſe Mind had uct 
us as yet contracted neither Virtue nor Vice, 

would not meet with what to form an excel- 

lent Temper: As for my felt, whoſe Youth had 
— always had for Object ſuch a prodigious num- 

ber of wonderful Actions, and which without 
> TY Vaiity was generally readier to imitate and fol- 
low what continually appear'd beture my Eyes, 
then what was unknown to me z-I'can lay that 


* through Inclination I imitated what abundance 
. of other Perſons embrac'd through good man- 


be vers, inſomuch that without being dazled with 


h ] cannot tell whether the care I took to render 
| my ſelt altogether conformable to the Humour 


2 of my Princeſs, was the caule of that kindnels 
ir js de ſhew'd me, or whether: by a ſecret Harmony 
r Genius, ſhe was engag d to continue her 
nich Favours towards me, but of all Mankind hav- 
ne regard for any other then for Ninus, lo 
„ It & all our Sex, ſhe confidered none but me, 
ack mlomuch that from thence one might conclude 
th ap her Aﬀections like her Virtues were fingu- 
chat * N entire, Whilſt I receive every Day won- 
ons 00 | Proofs of dier Bounty, and that the whole 
1 0» * t regarded me, ſome with Eyes ol Jealuuly 
what Envy tor. my great Happinels, the v icon i- 
oY a Nimus return'd from the Wars which he had. 
te Madcnaken. againſt the Parthians, over wnich 
zun of ad obtain d a Vidtury, which any other 
15 ut himlelf, coul not lo cafity have pertorm'd; 


K 5 Liis 


the brightneſs of ſo. glorious a Planet, I could 
behold fixedly its Light, whilit others could. 
ſcarce look upon the Reflection thereof. I 
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the ſtately City of Babylon, proud of receiving 
ner Monarch in Triumph, made great Pieps 
tions for his Entry, wherein might be oble:y'y 
all the utmoſt Endeavours of a People that 
would participate in the good Fortune and Suc- 


cels of their Sovereign. The Queen under thath 


Dreſs, of which ſhe alone was worthy, I mean 
under that, which would cauſe the whole 
world to recollect in their Memory her moſt ge- 
nerous and glorious Actions, went to receive 
lm fome Leagues from the City, accompani- 
ed with all her Maids of Honour and other 
Train, dreit after the lame manner; And! can- 
wot tell, Madam, it I dare to lay that it was 
my Beauty which made thoſe Impreſſions, of 
which I ſhall ſpeak of for the time to code, 
fince poſleſſing no longer any thing that can be 
called agreeahle, yuu may have reaſon enough 
to blame my Vanity, or whether the extract 
dinary dreſs, which I then wore, did not help 
to lend me ſome becoming Graces, which were 
not natural, or whether more likely the Re- 
port that had fpread it ſelf of me all over 
ria, rather for the great Favours I enjoy'd 
troin the Queen, then tor any particular Merit 
of my own, had prepar'd thoſe Arms; Hou 
ever it was, two you-ig Princes of the glorivus 
Race of Vim, who had taken their, Births 
amidit the Wars, and had been bred up alto- 
gether in the Camp, and who being arriv'd to 
be moſt experienc'd Commanders, came to leall 
the Art of Courtſhip and good Mauners, le- 
ceiv'd at the ſane Inſtant one and the lame 
wound by their Eyes, inuccent as I was of the 
Evil which had betet them, I did not perceive 
it, I minded nothing but thoſe admilable ac- 
xuovledgments Wiltehi the gleat 421745 gave 10 
kts Queen tor the Hicad of Ticmdoiile, ad 
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awares. Immediately after we took the way to 
return to Babylon, and either through Deſign 
or by Accident, there hapned to be as mauy 
Lords in the King's Train as Ladies in the 
Queen's; and therewith made a certain eom- 
polure which was lock'd upon as the fineit 
part of that publick Entry, of which I ſhail 
take no further notice. Such was the Order. 
that a Lady being accompanied with one 9 
thole Lords, the Couple which followed did 
not march in the ſame Train, becauſe that 
Cavalier followed her who went before him, 
and the Lady which he had by his ſide follow- 
ed immediately the Cavalier which went be- 
fore her, thus this Order of Proceſſion had bet::1 
intirely obſerv'd from the Queen her ſelf to the 


lait of us, had it not met with an interruption 


in my Perſon; inſtead of being led like the 
reſt, by a fingle Cavalier, I was accoſted Ly 


the two Princes of the illuſtrious Blood of. 
Aſſyria, who being Vidorious over an abundance 


ot Enemies, confeſt themlelves at the ſame tine 


to be overcome withour being call'd to Bartel. - 


Suffer me to ſay ſomething of the Diſcourſe of 
three innocent Perſons, whete the extremity of 
Paſſion on the one hand, and civil indifferency 
on the other, was apparent in ſuch Terms as 
were not common: One of them to render 
tunſelf more conſiderable, and by that means 
to endeavour to make an Impreſſion or my Mind, 
recounted to me the great number of Bartels, 
u which he had been engag'd, and the Affecti- 
on the Soldiers had for him.. The other be- 


coming jealous, which took birth in then both 
at the lame moment they became inflan'd with 
vie, to take of any gocd Opinion which tf. 
mi}. 


203 


whilſt T was taken up in obſerving thoſe great 
Jeſtimonies of Affection, 1 wounded them un- 


lone fine rcuminder was perferm'd; at tue on 
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might have conceiv'd of his Rival, who was 
his Companion and Brother in Aims, did agree | 
to thoſe great Actions he had pertorm'd, and 


gave them the Title of incomparable, provided 
neverthielels that he would except his own, the 


wonder and excelleucy of which would admit 


ot no equality, thereupon they endeavoured, 
and not without a great deal of Alteration, to 
nainain what each of them had faid, by par- 
ticular Oblervations which they had made, and 
ot which they beg'd of me, with a wonderful 
Unseiity and pliinneſs to enquire exactly imo 
tem, to judge thereby which had mot right 
to eſteem himſelf above his Companion. 1 
cid not comprehend what ſignified their Con- 
reit, which had not remain'd to ebſcure to ne, 
I had been Miſtriſs of a gicater Experience, 
and I endeayoured to make them underiland 
that I equally eſteenied them; but that diiplea- 
ling them, 1 began to wonder why they inte- 
cited me in their eteem, without fo much as 
thinking in the leaſt of their Affection. Is 
not chere fair Iufanta proofs of Love without 
Artifice? there remained no more then freely to 
ſay they Loved me, and that they would know 
from me which was the molt agreeable; never- 
thelels, whether it was that we had not the 
Courage, or that we were anived at the Ci— 
ty veture they could reſolve upon it, at tlut 
time they went no further in their Declala: 
tion of Love, bur were likewiſe oblig'd 19 
put an end to their Diipute, by reaſon uf. the 
Acclamations of the People, whole great le- 
yycings hindred them from being heard. That 
vioous Entry, the chick of Wich was pen fol- 
aud on that Day, yet was not, lo tuliy and in- 
tiuciy nui-ed, but that for ſour Lays ate 
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of which every Perſon beginning again to 
follow their ordinary way of Living. The 
King would conſider the na tiontars of thoſe 
admirable Euildings wit. Wien nie Ciaeen had 
adorn'd the Capital Seat ti „ which 
vill then tie had only beheld n a confuſion. 
He found nothing in them, which was not 
ecually Judicious and Stately, which frequent- 
ly drew from his Mouth great Prailes 3 but 
when he came to that wonderful Bridge, up- 
on which the delparing Thermodonte loit his 
Life by thole Hands which he adored, he was 
altogether at a lots, and what Violence ſoever 
be put upon himſelf, in endeavouring to ſpeak, 
he could never find Words capable to expreſs 
his Thoughts ; after having canſider'd the 
place tor a Jong time, which atrer a filence 
that had been obſerv'd by him for ſome time, 
he called it the Place of a moit faithful Friend- 
ſhip ; he order'd that the Statues of his Queen 
and the unhappy Prince of Phenecia ſhould be 
erected, the one in the ſame Victorious Poſture 
which that great Queen was in when ſhe over- 
threw her Enemy, and the other in that igno- 
minious Poſture of being overcome, in which 
that infamous Soveraign had attone, and the lame 
time cealed to Live and ro retain any more 
Criminal Thoughts or Intentions, and the de- 
re of teeing the Accompliſhment of that 
Work, was ſo great and vellement in his Mind, 
that altho* Semiramis oppos'd it with a great 
deal of Modeſty, yet he made them begin upon 
it betore he left that Place of ſo much Hon- 
our and Renown. Whkilit Orders were giving 
tor that Undertaking, Alcan the eldeit of 
hole two Pi inces, which cherith'd me, drew near 
me, they had had not an Opportunity to ſpcak 
io me, unce they had quael'd upon the Re- 
Cal ot their Aci, becaule 1 had not ſtir'd 
from 
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indute to be abſent, no more then ſhe could 


Word he utrered, he put me in Mind of what 
had pait at that very Moment that the Entry 


from the Queen, and from whom I could not 


8 
1 
p 
» 


inffer my being from her. At the very firtt & 


» r 


of our Monarch into Babylon had oblig'd them 1 
to leparate themſelves from me. Madam, laid } 


he, with as much Love, but much more re- 
ſpe n then ar firſt, if 1 did not hope to obtain, 
by words alone, the Pardon which Lam going 


to Demand, the Conſiderat ion of their Maje- 


ſties, who are preſent, would never hinder me 


to enjoyn them Caut ions of the profoundeſt 
Humility : Yes, if it is not enough to confeſs 


the double Indiſcretion that I committed when 


I had the Honour of ſeeing of you the firſt time, 
which was inſolently to ſpeak in your Preſence, } 
ot the effects of my Courage, and to appear 
before your Face without that Reſpe& which } 


1s due to you, I am altogether ready to throw 
my {elf at your Feet and publickly to own be- 
fore the whole World the Crimes I have com- 


mitted in particular before you; if at that 


time I had had a little more Experience, com- 
paring that manner of accoſting me wath the 
firſt Converſation, which this Prince himſelf 
Condemned, I might have underitood that he 
had made ule of the Advice of ſome confident, 
who better inſtructed in the Commerce of 
A ﬀections, had undertaken to make him fuc- 
ceed ; but as I was incapable of fo much 
Reaſon, by the Defect of certain knowledge, 
which, as yet, my Age could not attain to, 
JL anſwered him according to the Sentiments 
of an Infancy, Educated amidſt Examples, 
which hindred it from failing. I doubt not 
but that iny Anſwer was acceptable enough to 
im, fince had it been other then it was, he 
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had too much of Paſſion to Giſpiſe it; but 
this I Know, that it teſtify'd to him, that L 
ſcem'd more attoniſh'd at what he accus'd him- 
{elf of, then ſatisfy'd with his Submiſſions: 
and it is true that as I had no manner of Inte- 
reit in the Diſpute of Alcauor and Malcadonte, 
| did imagine that they were under no man- 
ner of Obligation to make their Excules to 
me. Alcanor nevertheleſs preſs'd me upon that 
matter, and altho' he might perceive very well 
how very ignorant I was in matters of that 
nature, yet he did not forbear to ſhew himſelf 
all inflamed, at the time that Malcadonte came 
to interrupt his Proteſtations and his ſighs. 
He had receiv'd from his Prince ſome ſecret 
Command, inlo;nuch that he could be time 
enough back to be of the Company when the 
King left the Palace; and whether he was 
diſſatisfy'd that Alcanor had met with fo favour- 
able an occaſion, or that he was jealous of 
the lottnels of my Anſwers, he could ſcarce 
have command enough ovor his Paſſion, as to 
make the Violence of his Language ſubmir to 
the Dilcretion of his Voice, through the Re- 
Ipect to thoſe great Perlonages, who muſt have 
beard him, had he taken the Liberty of ſpeak- 
ing in a louder Accent. I am lorry faid he, 
to me, that for having fo happily taken his 
time, an Htfection, which can never equal 
mine, has found lo ealy an admittance into 
your breaſt ; ſince I am certain that the firſt 
Impreſſions are the ſtrongeſt are the ſtrongeſt: 
but, Madam, if that Misfortune is true. which 
leems too apparent to me, permit me to accuſe 
you of Injuitice in your Cnoice of a Servant, 
and to add that had your Judgment acted in 
mat Choice, Aaicadoute could never have 
conplain'd of your pretering Alcanor,: As 

tliere 
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there is no need of too much Knowledge to be 
offended at fo infoleat an approach, it was not 
my want of Years whliieh. hindred me from 
anſwering to it. as I ought, but the Reſpeck 
I] bore to the Blood of Mus moderated my 
Reſentment. IT conſtrained my ſelf therefore, 
and. without making appear that I was angry 
for his rude and infupportable Behaviour, ] 
told him with coldnels enough, that having 
no intelligence nor underſtanding in thoſe mat- 
ters of which they ſpoke to me, that therefore 
the one had no. more realon to draw any Ad- 
vantage from my Anſwers then the other. A 
canor, who obſerv'd all my Words, aud who 
bythe Freedom with which I had heard him, had 
flatter'd himſelf with ſome hopes, found too 
niuch of ſoftnels in my Antwer, inſomuch that 
he began to be of the ſame Opinion as Afalca- 
donte had expreit, ſince mitead of ill treating 
that Prince, as his impertinent Language de- 
ſerv'd, it ſeem'd to him as if I had conttrain'd 
my felt to moderate his Paſſion: Now behold 
him as Jealous as AMalcadonte, and altho' they 
were equally indittecent to me, yet they failed 
not to become Enemies, through a Conformi- 
ty of belicf, which all ona ſuddain render'd 
them pale, perpiex'd, miltruilful, and without 
Converſation, as they us'd to do. 

I was much over-joy'd that we were oblig'd 
to retire almoſt as tvon as the youngeit cf 
thoſe Princes came up to me, becauſe what- 
ever face I torc'd my ſelf to put upon the mat- 
ter, I Was in ſuch. a contulion to hear their 
Reproaches, that had they been more Polite, 
or of a quicker Underſtand ing, they would 
never have ſhewn themſelves fo ready to follow 
thoſe fatal Inſpirations, which ſince has or- 
caſion'd all their Misfortunes; 1 was no ſco- 
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der got to my Chamber, but that I examined 
wy te.F upon what tell then I had been a Stran- 
ge too. I began fair Princeſs to be thoughtful, 
and confidering more then as yet I had done, I 
began to inftruct my ſeif in thoſe things, in 
which as yet my Thoughts had never been en- 
zg d, I conſider'd Alcanor adorn'd with all 
thole Qualities, which I had innocently ob- 
ſeiv'd in him; I did rhe ſame thing for Alaleas 
tante, and altho' they were Matters of many 
more Perfections then Faults, yet I could not 
forbear Conceiving for them a certain Aver- 
ton, Which as yet I had never underſtood, and 
which rendred their Converſations as little 
agreeable as their growing A ffections. How- 
ever, would 1 fay to my ſelf, they are of the 
molt illuſtrious Blood in the World; and that 
conſideration alone, render'd to the moit diſdain- 
ful of Princeſſes honoured with their Cout- 
ſhip, might well furmount that Averhon, 
which I felt, and made me agree through Va- 
nity to that which by Inclination would pleaſe 
me, But why ſhould we conſtrain our lelyes 
to ſuffer real Jorments to ſatisfy our Ambition 
which is but a Benefit in Apperance, ſhould l 
engage my Countenance to belye my Heart 
to live under an eternal Confinement. No, be- 
berides having too much of ſincerity and plain 
Dealing in me ever to be guilty ot Diſtaula- 
tion, I would not give place to ſatisfy my Va- 
nity to the Prejudice of my content; let us 
for the future appear tunen more S:vere, and If 
bur Severity is not of torce enough to remove 
tom us thoſe importunate Princes, let us not 
W447 to be cruel to ntuder us from being perſe- 
cuted by them, 1 had ſcarce made an end 
vi thelc Reatons, that Reflecting upon what I 
had laid, 1 began to wonder how l came to be 

10 
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lo knowing; and without all doubt J had not 


lo eaſily got looſe from thoſe Meditations had 
not Ermma, under whole Government and Tu- 
itton I was, came in and interrupted me: 


occaſion has oblig'd you to ſo dangerous an 
Alteration ? How much do I deſire to know it, 
that I may apply a preſent Remedy to it. Be- 
lieve me, Madam, it is not my Age which ex- 
cites me to this Curiofity or fnquifitivencſs, [ 
know that we are generally accus'd for pre- 
tending to intermeddle in all things, but! 


: 
7 
x 


. 


roteit to you, that I am at preſent far from 


eing guilty of that Vice, and that it, through I ' 
a pure Affection, which obliges me to deſire the 
ſecret Retirement, and 


Knowledge of your 
Mufing. The Experience ſne had in abundance 
of things, made her think without doubt that 
my Youth had been ſurpriz'd by ſome pleaſing 
and agreeable Object, and that altho? I was as 
yet very little capable of an amorous Reſent- 
ment ; yet it might cauſe in me ſome uneaſi- 
neſs, inſomuch that to prevent any ſuch Diſ- 
order, as ſhe had apprehended, ſhe would not 
defer her Affiſtance and Advice: I would not 
Fr her any longer time to purſue her Diſcourſe, 

freely declared unto her the two ſeveral Con- 
ver:ations of Malcadonte and A'canor; unto 
which ſhe added, that I ſhould take care not 
to occaſion my lelt, in the Abſence of thoſe 
two Princes, what by their Preſence they could 
never affect: For, ſaid ſhe, an Object ſome- 
times hath greater force, which is at a dittance 
tiom us, then when they are near us, and that 
we fee them, becauſe that acting then with all 
Liberty, we conſider things more exactly, and 
if we have any Siuplicity or natural * 


Why, my dcateſt Princeſs, ſaid ſhe, do I be- 
hold you this Day fo melancholick ? What 
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for it, it encreaſcs in fiecuenly meditating on 


it. For that Reaſon I aniwered 1 ovyht jather 
to think frequently on them, for it often re- 
membrivg creates Friendſhip, it is to be be- 
lieved that where there 1s nothing but Reluct- 
aucy and Avxerſion, the fame remembrance is 
the Foundation ct Hatred. I agree it, laid 
ſhe, and yet notwithſtanding which, you ought 
entirely to baniſh ſuch thoughts, becaule whe- 
ther it fall out that you may either Love or 
hate in either cates you will infulliably be 
polleſt of one of thoſe Paſſions, but to think to 
be pofleſs'd of either without unquiet- 
neſs, is impoſlible, and to be diſquieted and 
troubled without looting ſomething of an agree- 
able and excellent Humour, is as impoſlible ; 
therefore to avoid falling under fuch an Ac- 
cident, which I call a great unhappinels for a 
Maid, but more particularly for one of your 
Quality and Rank, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
live without any Paſſion, which you can never 
do, it either Love or Hatred poſleſſes your 
Mind; ſhe applyed after theſe ſeveral other Con- 
ſid erat ions, altogether worthy of the Charge 
me was intruited with, all which tended to no- 
thing to polfeſs me with an Indifterency ; be- 
caule that as ſhe would on the one hand hinder 
auy growing Inclination, ſo on the other ſhe 
would not give way to any manner of Avertt- 
on or Hatied, to the end that if it pleale 
their Majei.ies to Marry me to their Blood, I 
ould thereby poſſels nothing in my Mind that 
mould oppole or be cuntrary to their Intentions, 
Well, Stother, faid I, for by that Name I was 
is d to call, when 1 perceiv'd that ſhe had 
Une ſpraking, I alture you that they ſhall be 
Waifterent to me, ir J caa_ have ſo much Pow- 
oer my lelt as not to Hate them; and 
tom 
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from that Moment, laying aſide all manner of! 
Childiſhneſs, I new modelled my way of Liv 
wg, and took upon me a more ſerious Method, 
which notwithitanding my Age might have 
dilpenc'd withal; However the Jealouſie off 
the two Rivals, which had taken its beginning 
from the facility and eaſineſs, with which 1 
had received their Converſation, increas'd by? 
the Difficulty they found ever atterwards : 1. 
eanor thought that with Diſcretion I favoured? 
Flalcadowte, and Malegdonte tormented himſelf 
with the ſame Opinion: If they hapned to 
meet one another in my Company, altho' I 
treated them without any manner of pteference, 
they ſtill imagined that J acted in that manner 
not without Defign ; and if by chance I caſt 
my Eyes upon one of them, he that receiv'd! 
it, look'd upon it as an Action of Diſdain, 
whilſt the other thereby encfeas'd his Torment 
and Pain. At length being no longer able to 
reſiſt the Violence wherewath they where tran- 
Iported, the wonderful Afﬀection which they 
had had for each other began to diminiſh, in- 


ſom ch that their Loves put an end to their 
Friendſhip. It is ealy to judge, Madam, that 
this Diſorder ended not fo ; and 1 believe that 
by that very word you will apprehend that ! 
ſhall ſpeak of a Duel : That way of proceed- 
ing 1s 4 common, that as ſoon as one lays that 
a Man of Comage is offended, ones thought 
immediately explains the reit. JA'canor fe- 
ceived then a Chalenge f.om Alalcadonte, 
and juſt at the ſame time that that Prince had 
leut a Gentleman on his part with one to him; 
bur as they were come to the lait extremity 1 
that one or both umu have loft their Lives, 


they eie part and the lawe Moment conducted 
into 
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ol A nto the Prefence cf their Monarch, who had 


ſo 'order'd it to be. Wherefore young Princes, 
ſaid he to them, with an extiaordinary tone of 
his Voice, do you thus contrive to dittruy one 
mother, whilit you ought to employ your Va- 
br only againſt the Enemies of my Crown f 
Why would Alcanor looſe what A. ucadonte has 
ſo often preferv'd ? and why will Aalcadonte 
be prodigal of what Acanor has ſo often re- 
triev'd at the Expence of his Blood and the 
hazard of his Life? tell me the occafion of this 
bloody Undertaking, to the end that we may 
approve of it it it be Lawtul, or condemn it 
it grounded upon an unjuit Foundation, Great 
King, anſwered A!canor, ſince your Majeity has 
commanded us to declare the Subject ot our 
Quarrel, know then, it you pleate, that a 
Report is the occaſion of it. How, ſaid Ni- 
m#, by reaſon of a Report would you put an 
* to that good Underſtland ing which Nature 
and a conformity of Manners had engag d you 
in, and by that fingle Reaſon, offend both the 
Gods and Us; it is mott certain, great K inꝑ, 
that a bare Report is the cauſe of all rhole 
Crimes. Oh ye immortal Gods! ſaid Nins, 
who are theſe perfidious Perſons, who by thele 
means would make Attempts both upon our Glo- 
and our Blood; be they who they will, 
Traytors, as they are, whether Subjects or In- 
dependants, we will preſerve our Royal Fa- 
mily by the Example of which you would make 
ue on the like occaſion. Ah! mighty King, 
interrupted Acanor, add not an Oath to your 
words: Alas, kow gieat ſoever it miglit be 
you cau never keep it; this Requeſt did not 
alone aſloniſn the King, another of the like 


nature uttered by Malcadonte, compleated his 


wonder; he reinained ſometimes klent look- 
ig 
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Ing upon them; at lait teſtifying by two or 


three words the confuſion, which their Re- 
queit had put him into, he commanded them 
to explain themſelves eifettually, it was then 
that Malcadonte, without making uſe cf any 
Difſimulation, diſcovered to the King that 
Love had caus'd their Diſ-unton. My Lord, 


ſaid he, the fair Eyes of Prazimcne having | 
made a Report to the Advantage of Alcanor, touch 


have rais'd ſuch a Diſpair in my Mind, which | 


has reduc'd me to the extremity which you 
blame fo much. Oh! moſt mighty Monarch, 
interrupted Alcanor, give no credit, it you 
leale to the ſuppoſitions of my Rival: Alas! 
it is to me, that fair Eyes of Prazimene have 
dilcovered the Advantage which Malcadonte 
has obtained over me, and it is that fatal Re 


port, which has made me endeavour either to | 


put an end to my Life, or to his Happineſs, 
The King, Queen, and the whole Court were 
ſo extraordinary furpriz'd by this Contelt, 
which was altogether New, that every Body 
remained fileut; Nixus ſometimes confidered 
his divine Spoule, and ſometimes the Princels, 
and ſhuting his Mouth, which he had often 
opened, kept back thole words, which he had 


almoſt half uttered, to give {till ſome further 


Inſtance of Admiration of fo agreeable an Ad- 
ventute. At length, Princes, ſaid he, you have 
had Realon to hinder us from joyning an 
Oath to the Deſigu wich we but juit now had 
taken, fince initrad of executing of it, we 
ſhould have Offer'd it to our ſelves, to have 
avoided being foilworin; be ſatisfy'd that we 
hall never dilapprove ot your Aflections, pro- 
vaded that you icgulate it better for the future, 
and that the Contents of the one be not the 
Ruine or Lots of the other; you alone ae 
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I worthy thus to raiſe up your Courage, as Pa- 


zimene alone is capable to irflame nich noble 
Hearts. But ſince it is impoſlible that this ex- 
cellent Paſſion ſhould be exempt from ſome De- 
fett, Which is blindneſs, we will not ſuffer you 
to be Maiters of your own Conduct; it is we 
thar will take the Charge upon our ſelves of it, 
to the end that the Intereſt which equally 
touches us, may make us proceed with all man- 
ner of Equity It is thus then that we in- 
tend to make you agree. A Beauty may well 
be defir'd by all, but ought to be poſie(s'd by 
one alone. It being fo, one of you two muit 
take a Reſol tion worthy of your ſelves and 
equal to the Fortune of the ther. Madam, 
continued he, addreſſing himſelf ro Semiramis, 
be pleas'd that PÞ, azimene, who i; not without 
Realon fo dear to you, give peace to theſe two 
Warriors: They have too much Love and Gene- 
routy to believe that the one give place to his 
Rival, and I ſhould be very unjuit ſhould 1 
make uſe of any preference between them; let 
her therefore be the ſole Arbitrator. of this 
Vitference; let her fair Lips prononnce this 
Day Sentance in favour of her own Inclinati- 
on, from whence they ſhall not pretend to ap- 
pal to their Swords; I ſhall put no longer 
ume then this Day, to the end that he whoſe 
Misfortune will oblige him to ſhew hjmlelf 
the moſt Courag icus, may not have in his Mind 
an Enemy which may in time grow too ilirong 
to be Conquered. The Queen, whoſe will was 
the lame with the King her Husbands, con- 
ſented immediately to the Propoſition z the two 
Princes thea.ſelves oppos d it not, but the King 
was not contented With their fimple Promite, 
he Oblig'd them by ſolemu Oarhs to confirm 
lieir Words aud Premite. As ten as they had 
\woin 
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ſwom by the Principal Divinities which wel 
adore, and that they declaied themſelves Cri-| 
minals of High Treaſon, if they trangtels or} 
broke their Oath, I was ſent for with a Chagef 


given, not to make me acquainted with what 
ad paſt. 


our Diſcour.:e at that time was the fame which 


we had had betoie upon the Subject of the two 


Princes, being far from thinking that it was 
upon their Account I was ſent for, and with- 
out informing my ſelf what it was that their 
Majetiies deſiied of me, I made haſt to obey, 
but was very much f{uwpriz'd to fee Alcanor and 
Alaicadonte, who both chang'd Colour as ſuon 
as they perceiv'd me, that Ditturbance and Al- 
terat ion made me doubt ſomething, which had 
it not hapned, I had not bluſh'd as I did. The 
Queen having commanded me to appioach her, 
ſte Kils'd me, it was her Cuftem fo to co 
when I p:eſented my ſelf to her, aud having be- 
held me for ſome time, the King ſent for you, 
ſaid ſhe, to be ſati-ty'd by your own Mouth of 
a Truth very important to his Repoſe; Do you 
fee, continued the, thuſe two Princes ? they 
have juit now accius'd you for having engig'd 
them'To fight by I know not hat fort ot Re- 
ports which you have taken Plealure to raile 
do not make ule, My Dea Child, of any Di- 
ſimulation, ro the end that your Crime be not 
render 'd greater by an Obitinacy which you can- 
not Excule : She had begun this Diſcourle very 
ſerjoutly, however ſhe could not finiſh it in the 
ſame manner, fince adding thoſe Words of My 
Pear Child, with which the uſually honowed 
hie, altlo' I was .altogether unworthy of 40 
high a Favour, the mingled with it a Swile 
u hich tcok of all mannei of Scierity : Al. 
Madam. 


I was converſing with my Dear B- 
mia when CIeigaute entted, and I believe that 
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wel Madam, anſwered I with Tears in my Eyes, and 
ri- embracing her Knees, defend my Innocence againit 
or fo Malicious an Impoſture, it is not truer that you 
vel are the greateſt Queen upon Earth, then it is cer- 
lat tain that their Aceuſation is falſe, and intirely to 
U- confirm it, demand of them, if I do not render 


ut oy ſelf Criminal in requeſting that Trouble, if 


ch every time when they would have ſpoken to me, 
wo have not eſcaped from them, to the end that 
vas might not be obliged to hear their Importuni- 
h- ties ; I aſſure my ſelf that they will not have 
eit the bolheſs to tell a Lye before your Majelty. 
ey, MW Our King obſerving that I ſhed Tears in good 


1d Mearneit, and that I had not taken the words which. 


on the Queen had ſaid to me in the fame manner as 
-e had meant it, was reſolv'd to add fomething 
ad to it, to receive ſome more ſatisfaction from the 
he Wiimpliciry of my Anfwers: I am apt to believe, 
er, laid he, that your Mouth has not committed the 
co crime of which you are accuſed, but if it is laid 
be- pon your Eyes, will you maintain them to be 
vv, Mlunocenr. | 1 

oJ remained ſometime without anſwering, but 
ou rot fo long as to have notice taken of it: My 


wy Lend, ſaid I, at length, the Eyes ſpeak not, aud 
g d get I have right to maintain mine, as little guil- 
de- Inas my Lips. The Eyes, added the King, have 
le; Dumb Language, which is not a little Eloguent, 
Jit- Net Eyes like yours have ſuch au extraoidinary 
not 


gecuence, that one ſingle glance pronounce 
acles, and imprint them in our Hearts: With- 


ery Wt any further feigning, that great King chang- 
the e the Dilcouſe, not to give me any greater Pci- 
My Wexity ; he gave me to underfland, to what a 
wed Wingerous Action Alcanor and Malcadamte had car- 
e ed themſelves becauſe of me, and that be- 
vile Puſe as yet they were not become the moit ſub- 
|. u of Lovers, altho* they were the moſt engag d, 


ey had grounded ther Quarrel upon Fancies, 
| wich 
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which my Eyes and ſome of my Actions had gi- {come 
ven birth to; that to avoid the Miſchief from N whi. 
whence rhey were hardly got out, he judg'd it Iny ! 
neceſſary that I made Choice of one of them for | not C 
my Knight, and that being near to the Age in Qual 
which we begin to be ſenſible of Affections, Y tle S: 
T could not di'poie of mine to Perſons more Nconſic 
deſerving. There it was that I wiped my Eyes Naſton. 
to tell him that I was not capable of ſuch an N inpat 
Ambition, that theſe Princes being of his blood, ¶ the K 
it was rendring them unworthy in engaging them ¶ taken 
to ſerve me, and that the Appearance having at Perſec 
firſt ſurpriz'd them, there wanted but a littleFcourag 
Conſideration to make them aſham'd of a De- af Op 
fign ſo little glorious in it ſelf. No, no, faid he, Hof Ch 
fo much Humility cannot be receiv'd, if you are Ithe vi 
ignorant of what you are, I will preſently inform have b 
you, in aſſuring you that they will meet with no Nazi 
inequality; Prazinene, you will do nothing toſbut n. 
the Diſadvantage of your Merit, when you thallColour 
make Choice of one of theſe Princes to be yourTterful 
Servant. I knew well by this Diſcourſe that tha Rival 

great Ninus had a mind to know my Thoughts, Nvith 

infomuch that being preſt again by the QueengFthroug] 
my inexperience and want of Age made me ſpea that C 
with Liberty, that I had nothing but indiffe-I ther un 
rency for them, and that the only Method tafthing a 
gain my Affedtions was not to Love me at all uot po 
Since then, ſaid the Myian Monarch, that nei him t{1; 
ther of them are ag eeable to you, both of them At leng 
mult equally by the Length and Quality of theiq; nuch x 
reſpective Services, endeavour to obtain of oft di 
what as yet you will not give: Oh! myLord,laihoulg | 
I, innocently, if it be your will that I mult req ne pro; 
ceive the Affection of one of theſe Princes, Would u. 
find it much better tor my Repole, to ſuffer th though 
Impo:tuniry of one alone, then to ve pe: lwaceFVath, c 
by both together; I ſhall then, fiuce it is youu wit! 


Majelties Pleaſue, make Choice of him * temarka! 
comet . 


- 


Prazimene. 219 


comes neareſt to my Humour, aſſuring the other, 
whi. h will not have the Diſadvantage of being 
my Knight, that I do him as great a favour in 
not chooſing him, as he who ſhall carry that 
Quality and Title, may one Day have but lit- 
tle Satisfaction, when he ſhall with leſs Paſſion 
conſider the excellence of his Birth; every body 


J aftoniſh'd to her me {peak thus, attended with 


inpatience the Judgment I was going to make, 
the King and his Dear Semiramis, who had not 
taken not ice of thoſe Words of Importunity and 
perlecut ion, which an Innocent boldneſs had en- 
couraged me to ſpeak, wavered in the diverſity 
of Opinions, ſometimes giving the good fortune 
of Choice to the young Acauor and iometimes to 
the violent Malcadonte, and ] believe they would 
have been very - well fati:fy'd to have found two 
Praztmenes, for the content of thoſc two Princes, 


tut none ſhewed, by the frequent changing of 
Colour, and by inequality of Actious, the won- 
derful Power of Incertainty, ſo much as the 
2 Rival Princes, ſometimes flattering themſelves 
with Hopes, and ſometimes diſpairing 


through Fear. As for my part, who made not 
that Choice by Inclination, I remained altoge- 
ther uncertain, and endeavoured to diſcover ſome- 
thing agreeable in the one, which the other was 
ot poſſeſs d of, to make uſe of for an Excuſe to 
him that ſhould think himſelf diſpis'd or {lighted : 
At length the young Alcauor having made appear 


Fuuch more Diſcretion then Malcadonte, in the 


irit diſcoveries of his Amours, thought he 
hould expire with exceſs of Joy, when he heard 
me pronounce from my Lips, what my Heart 
could never have conſented to: Malcadoute, al- 
though he was engag'd, in conſideration of his 
Cath, could not be to much Maiter of himſelf, 
but with a loud Acclamation pronounc'd thele 
emarkable Words, Unjuſt Prazimene | Happy A- 

, E 2 cauor! 
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canor! Then regarding that Prince with an in— 


cens'd Brow, and from thence turning them on 
me, and at length on the whole Company that 


was preſent, without ſaying one word, he quit— 


ted the Room, having firſt paid his Reſpects to 


their Majeſties. Whether it was tliaat eve; 

one was for Alcauo, or that they were fill think- 
ing on what J was now telling, but there fecm'd 
little or no concern or treubie at Malcadontes diſ- 
pleaſure: The King himlelt, who peiceiv'd that 
contrary to his Priemiſe, he gave eme figns of 
ſome evil Action, ſwore, that ſhauld he execute 
It, he would reſent it to the higheit Degree. A- 
,eanor, who believ'd that he beheld beneath him, 
not only all the Grandeurs cf the Earth, but 
likewiſe all the Felicity of the Gods, beheld with 
ſcorn the greatneſs aud power of their Majelties, 
he became ſo puffed up with what I had pronoun- 


ced in his Favour, that he anſwer'd but very lit- 


tle to thoſe Applauſes and Praifes that was gi- 
ven him by every one; after having retuin'd 


Thanks to the grand Nimms, and the wonderful 


Semiramis, he approach'd me to render thefe re- 
ſpects which he kept for me alone, and 
which he would not offer to thoſe Royal Per- 
fous : I was oblig'd to receive them, having 
reter'd him to Malcadonte, but I was not for that 
Keaton engag*d to Love him, fince that Choice 
was made through Obedience and Reſpect; I was 
forc'd after that to permit his Viſits, and to agree 
that his Colours ſkouid be mix'd with mine, and 
as he every Day wuideitcok a thouſand Gallan- 
tries, and that he made it no {cruple openly to 
confeſs that thoſe things were performed tor Love 
of me; they begun to call me his Mittrels and 
to think that e'er long I ſhould become his Wife. 
In the mean time the Diſconſolate Aalcadonte 
retired from Zatylon, and every one {poke divert!y 
of his Abſence; when being advertis'd by his 
| Frjends 
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Friends that Ninus was offended at his Retirement 
without his leave, he returned immediately. 
Ihe Day after he made his Appearance at Court, 
he took a Walk that Evening in the Stately Gat- 
dens of our Queen, I was juſt entered with the 
Ditcreet Erminia, and I was come to wait up- 
on that great Princeſs who had tent me word 
that it would be her Walk that Night. The 
Place 1s fo large, Macam, that how many ſoever 
goes, and if they do not appoint a certain Place, 
it is a very had matter to meet; inſomuch that 
the Queen had ſent me notice that I ſhould meet 
her at the end of the Flower- Walk; that ſame 
Walk is lo called becauie you cannot fee a Tree 
which is not loaded with all ſorts of ſuch as a 
Flower-Garden is inrich'd withal in the ſpring- 
time, inſomuch that you have there the moſt 
azieeable Contuſion of ſweets in the whole World, 
nor is that the leaſt of the Beauties and Orna- 
ments of that moſt delightiul Place, he by 
whoſe Induſtrious Invention had undertaken to 
caule thoſe Trees to bear ſo many different 


. 'vts of Flowers inſtead of Fruit, receiv'd a re- 


compence anſwerable and worthy of ſo wondet= 
ful a Rarity. I took then the way to that Walk; 
when Exmenia made me take notice cf cwo Men 
that followed us. As ſoon as I beheld them, I 
dildain'd to conſider them farther, having ob- 
leiv'd nothing in them but what was very con- 
mon, the one being habited like a Soldier, tlie 
cther like a imple Inhabitant of Balylon. You 
do not know, Madam, ſaid ſhe to me, why 1 
give you this Trouble, it is becauſe at the very 
Moment that we were entred here, I ſaw thele 
two Men in the firſt walk, who ſeem'd to attend 
ine coming of ſome other Perſon; but ſcarce had 
they Gilcover'd us, but he who has no Arms taid 
io tie other, ſhe is there: You was then buly in 
ling me ſomething, and altho' I ſtill gave at- 

| L. tention. 
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canor! Then regarding that Prince with an in- 
cens'd Brow, and from thence turning them on 
me, and at length on the whole Company that 
was preſent, without ſaying one word, he quit- 
ted the Room, having firſt paid his Reſpects to 


their Majeſties. Whether it was that cvery 
one was for Alcanor, or that they were ſtill think- 
ing on what I was now telling, but there ſeem'd 
little or no concern or truubie at Malcadontes dil. 
pteaſure : The King hinitelt, who perceiv'd that 
contrary to his Premiſe, he gave me ſigns of 
ſome evil Action, ſwore, that ſhauld he execute 
it, he would reſent it to the higheit Degiee, A- 
,eanor, who beliey'd that he beheld beneath him, 
not only all the Grandeurs cf the Earth, but 
likewiſe all the Felicity of the Gods, beheld with 
ſcorn the greatneſs and power of their Majeliies, 
he became ſo puffed up with what I had pronouns 
ced in his Favour, that he anſwer'd but very lit- 
tle to thoſe Applauſes and Praifes that was gi- 
ven him by every one; after having return'd 
Thanks to the grand Nzinus, and the wonderful 
Semiramis, he approach'd me to render theſe te- 
ſpects which he kept for me alone, and 
which he would not offer to thoſe Royal Per- 
Yons : I was oblig'd to receive them, having 
preter'd him to Malcadonte, but I was not for that 
| Reafon engag*d to Love him, fince that Choice 
was made through Obedience and Reſpect ; I was 
forc'd after that to permit his Viſits, and to agree 
that his Colours ſrould be mix'd with mine, and 
as he every Day wvideitook a thouſand Gallan- 
tries, and that he made it no ſeruple openly to 
confeſs that thoſe things were performed tor Love 
of me; they begun to call me his Mittrels and 
to think that e'er long I ſhould become his Wife. 
In the mean time the Diſconſolate Malcadonute 
retired from Babylon, and every one {poke divert 
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* | Friends that Ninus was offended at his Retirement 
without his leave, he returned immediately. 
at J The Day after he made his Appearance at Court, 
5 be took a Walk that Evening in the Stately Gar- 


dens of our Queen, I was juſt entered with the 
4 Diicreet Erminia, and I was come to wait up- 
4 on that great Princeſs who had tent me word 
10 that it would be her Walk that Night. The 
Place is fo large, Madam, that how many ſoever 


* goes, and if they do not appoint a certain Place, 
= it is a very ha:d matter to meet; inſomuch that 


4 the Queen had fent me notice that I ſhould meer 
her at the end of the Flower-Walk ; that fame 


25. Walk is fo called becauie yon cannot fee a Tree 
th which is not loaded with all forts of ſuch as a 
es. Hower-Garden is inrich'd withal in the {pring- 
me, inſomuch that you have there the moſt 
* azreeable Confuſion of ſweęts in the whole World, 


i nor is that the leaſt of the Beauties and Orna- 
8. ments of that moſt delightiul Place, he by 
u whoſe Induſtrious Invention had undertaken t 
611 hole Indufſtrious Invention had undertaken to 
caule thoſe Trees to bear ſo many different 
lorts of Flowers initead of Fruit, receiv'd a re- 
der- ompence anſwerable and worthy of ſo wonder- 
ful a Rarity. I took then the way to that Walk; 
1 when Ermenia made me take notice cf uwo Men 
| that followed us. As ſoon as I beheld them, I 


ice 4 bt 2 3 . . 
per! dildain'd to conſider them farther, having ob- 
rree ferv'd nothing in them but what was very con- 


and mon, the one being habited like a Soldier, the 

ether like a {imple Inhabitant of Balylon. You 
do not know, Madam, ſaid ſhe to me, why ! 
tire you this Trouble, it is becauſe at the very 
Moment that we were entred here, I ſaw thele 
two Men in the firſt walk, who ſeem'd to attend 


Fife. N og : 

ente Ne coming of ſome other Perſon; but ſcarce had 
| $4 þ 5 . 
ry Neu <iicover'd us, but he who has no Arms ſaid 
bis the other, ſhe is there: You was then buly in 


telliug me ſomething, and altho? I ſtill gave at- 
L. 3 tention. 
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tent ion to what you ſaid, yet I oftentimes turn- 


ed about, to diſcover it it was of you that Men 


of their Condition and Appeatauce was ſpeaking, ! 
they have perpeatually followed us, inſomuch that 
I interrupted you to oblerve if they followed us 
I am very apprehenſive, ſaid I], of Aalca- 
gonte's Reruri:, and I fear, that having flighted 2 


{t111. 


nis Love, Jeait he ſhould undertake lomerhing 


beyond the Reſentment he has already made ap- 
ear; by thi Advertiſement I was frighted and 


doubled my pace to render my {elf quickly near 
the Queen; when Alcauor croſſing the Walk in 
which we were going, ſaw us. He came up to 


us, and | can lay that his Company was never ſo 


acceptable to me as at that time, I gave him 


likewile ſo to underitand, fince my Fears oblig d 


me to accept of it, with a Countenance lets 


ſerious then what I was us'd to receive him 


withal. I am come from the Caſtle, ſaid he, 


but having not been happy enough to find you! 
there, and not being ignorant that this Evening 

ou would by your Preſence grace this Garden, 
1 came with hopes to be happier in the Night, 
then at the end of the Day; ſince I gave my 


ſelf the Vanity to believe that I ſtould have the 
Honour to re- conduct you from a place to the which 
I had not waited on you. I was going to Anlwer 
to the Civilities, when the app:ehenfion tiom 
which I thought I was treed return'd moſt powet- 
fully upon me. I perceived Malcadonte, lo 
tollowed with a Dozen or Fitteen of his Deme—- 
ſticks, came full upon us by the ſame way as 4- 
canor, and who by his hafty and precipitate ſteps 
ſeem'd not to appioack us to make his Compit- 
ments. Mothei, faid I trembling to Ermine? 


without doubt you have foreſeen the Mi>fortuls 
which is coming; I believe that theſe Men which 
followed us, aud who now appears here again, 
were laid in Ambulcade by the Prince e 
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What do you fear Madam, interrupted Alcanor, 
do you miſtruſt that this Perſon, envious of m 

Happineſs, will attempt any thing to diſpleaſe 
you ; no, no, Madam, if he has any Defign it is 
zgainſt my Perſon, and if he does not execute 
it now, I ſhall owe my Lite to that Relpect, 
that deſperate as he is, he finds himſelf oblig'd 
to pay you. Malcadonte came to us at the end 


of thole Words, and addrels'd himſelf to me: 


Do not thiuk it ſtrange, ſaid he, if I commit be- 
fore you Actions becoming a deſpairing Perſon, 
ſince it was you that reduc'd me to the Condi- 
tion I am in. I know that I am going to vio- 
late the Reſpect due to this Sacred Place, and 
that my Prince will never Excuſe the Crime I 
am committing ; but what avails it, whether he 
paniſnes or he pardons me, if I have undertak- 
en this action to nin my {elf in my revenge ; and 
hy ſhould I reſpect this place? Sure I have a 
deſign not to reſpect your kerſon ; It is not that 
pretend to extend my reſentment᷑ to your Perſon 
it { If, but am only reſolv'd that it ſhall break 
out before you. Then it was tnat Aalcadonte 
making a fign to his Followers, drew his Sword, 
and throwing himſelf upon Acauor headlong, was 
ſcconded by all thoſe who accompanied him, 
juſomuch that that Prince, whoſe Cuſtom it was 
geneially to be alone, expecting no other aſſi- 
lance tnen from his own Courage, put himſelf in 
a poſluie of defence without Hopes, nevertheleſs, 
but of Valiantly Dying. I could never have be- 

ved, that the Courage of that perficions Man 

FIUCh had rendred himſelf as Illuiu ibus by the 

breatneſs of his Actions as by nis ti.th, could 
ave been guilty cf ſo bate an Action; aſtoni- 
hed as I was, or 1ather half dead win fear, I 

Cas'd not to repreſent unto him with Tears and 

Prayers, the ſhame he would piocure to himſelf, 

thereby adding thereunto, Threats, and Calling 

L 4 tor 


am 


1g i 
ks. 8 
: 
.” 
: : 
: : 
ny | 
- 
: - 
*Þ 1 
- 
. 
1 
a 
_— 
—_ 
= 
1. 
b od 
© $ 
* v2 
* - 
. 4 
»+ 
Fy 
1 
4 
* 
4 
1 
4 
if; 
1 
4 
= 
+ 3 
5 


224 Praximene. 5 
for help, when thoſe Two Men which had raiſed 


a ſe loufly in my Governante ; and who, never- | 


theleſs, had no tand in this unhappy piece of 


Treachery, came in, and joyn'd themlelves with 


the moit glorious Party 3 I know not laid he, 
which ſcem'd to be the Scldier, and whoſe face 


was too Beautiful almoſt to be a Man's; which 
Gde I ought to take, not to act any thing againſt 


Juſtice, but apparently it cannot be, with the 


greateſt number, ſince it would be unjuſt to at- 
tack one fingle Man fo advantagicufly. This 
gencrous unknown Perſon, had ſcarce made an 
end of ſpeaking, without giving a prelage of the 


Vi2ory ; one of the moſt deſperate of Malcadon- * 
tes Troop fell at his Feet, with a Wound not io 
As loon as the Companion of this 


de Cured. | 
unknown Perſon, had feen ſome Arms lye uſeleſs 


on the ground, he laid hold of them, and if he 


did not make ute of them with fo much Addreſs 
and Courage as the former, yet he did act with as 


much Affection. Alcanor finding his Forces renew 


as well as his Courage, by this unlook'd for Aſii- 


{tance, quitted the trunk of a Tree, where he 


had polled himſelf to have no Enemies but be- 
fore him, with a furious look ſearching out the 
Author of this periidieuſuels, was going to re- 
duce him to terms, never more to piove a Tray- 
tor, when one of theſe Murtherers ſurpriz'd hin, 
and run his Sword quite threugh his Fody, He 
did not fall as ſcon as he received the blow, but 
retuning on a ſuddain to revenge his Death, 


ierc'd his Murtherer through ; but by reaſon of - 
his {ti1engrh that fail'd him, all he could do was 
to run his Sword in, but could act draw it cut. 


The Prince being fallen, he who had made uſe of 
the Arms which pickented themſelves, immedi- 
ately bore him Company, intomuch, that there 
remained but the Soldier with a will and power 
to defend himielf. When he law hialſelf arch, 
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ed he had ſtill fix Enemies remaining, ſome being 
1- Dead upon rue place, and others being retired by 
of } reaſon of their Wounds, and which required the 
th J utmoſt diligence, both for their Flight and for 
e, their Health. But as if it had been his wiſh, it 
ce is now, ſaid he, that we ought to make appear 
ch what we are to the Eyes of the moit Beautiful 
t Creature in the World, and tuat none ſhould par- 
he take of our Glory, but her whoſe preſence will 
t- tender us Victorious, I do not know Madam 
his whether that generous Language which was fol- 
an IJ lowed by rhe like Effects, truck Aſtoniſhment in 
he | the guilty Malcadonte ; and the ſmall remainder + 
u- ok his Traytors, or my Cries which I recoubled, ., 
10 without having power to fly. away; fo great 
his was my fear, made him think of his retreat, or 
els I rather having undertaken nothing but the Mur--- 
12 ther of Alcangr, and ſeeing his intentions were 
reſs performed, he had now no other defign but to 
1 as I fave himfelf ; inſomuch that he took the fame 
ew way he came, but not without leaving fome of 
u- his behind him, which the unknown ſaved both 
| he the trouble and time for flying away... Judge a 
be- little if you pleaſe, how great muſt their ſure. - 
the bree be, that came to benold fo great a Slaught- - 
re- er, in a place where the leaſt Infolence commit- 
tay- ted was Death: But repreſent to your ſelf, how 
nim, Seat was their Aſtoniſnment when they beheld . 
He me in Erminia's Arms, with all the figns of a 
but I Perſon juſt expired. Some went to advertiſe the - 
ath, Y Queen of it, whilit others ſiezed upon the Con- 
;n of dueror, who made no reſiſtance. The Queen im- 
was mediately quitted theſe Diverfions, ſnhe uſually 
cut. ook amongit Ladies, and with that innocent 
ſe or Iroop, came to the place where ſo much Blood 
cui- had been ſhed. I was juſt come out of that fit, 
nere herein tne firſt that came did fee me; infomuch, .. 
ower that catting my Eyes upon Her Majeity, who was 
tet IG the Soldier that was ill uled and treated 
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by all, finding him alone alive, and his Sword JF agr 
in his hand, I cryed as loud as it was poſſible, to Y wh 
the end that by my Prayers and Entreaties, ſhe J You 
would put a ſtop to thoſe Indignities which was con 
offered to that generous Stranger. Madam, ſaid of « 
I, permit not that Hero to ſuffer any Injury; I not 
had you been preſent to have been a witnels of ſett. 
thoſe wonderful Actions he has pertorm'd, you Peri 
would beſtow on him more Praiſes than now you foun 
do Threats. The aſtonſh'd Scmiramis coming near- inte: 
er to me, underilood not without ſome ditficulty F me 
on my part, the Injuries of the one, and the I you 
Innocence of the others: She learnt, I ſay, the it h; 
Bloody Pei fid iouſneſs of Malcadonte,aud the Cou- I unde 
rag ious Defence of Alcanor ; but above all, the F atten 
admired the wonderful reſolution of the un- ſtand 
known, when I told her, that without any other I for ir 
Intereit then his own proper Generoſity, he had Hei. 
juitained the force of thuſe Tiayrors of which JF Queet 
the leſter part was ſaved, the greater having loſt I went 
their Lives by his Valour. The teſtimony which Nad L 
1 gave of the Viitue and Courage of the Soldier, Fhad tt 
being again confirm'd by the prelence of ſo many but tt 
dead Perſons, was the cauſe that made the Queen Ile hac 
give him his Liberty, with words more obliging FJ conte 1 
then the Revilings he had receiv'd. Eut what- Ile cor 
ever care was ordered to be taken for the cure of I that fy 
his Wounds, he would never conſent, until ſuch Nera 
time as he had known whether the Prince for ume: 
whom he had run fo great danger, and the other Yonte, 
which had accompanied him in this Glorious te firſt 
Actions, were yet among the number of the li-Nellowe 
ving. He was the urit that obferv'd that there Y4canor 
was ſign of Life in Acanor; and tor an increale I rerfc 
of his ſatisfaction, he was no fooner come near eſoyn 
the other, but he found him in the like ſtation, F'cglecte 
W hilit every body was imploy'd to aflitt him, II. Ali uu 
beneld him wich great Attention, and whatever Wec, L 
Subject I had at inat time not to find any thing Filters, | 
ag leca- 
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„to which the others admired. 


un- ſtand the Secret. 


any but that the Tears dropt from his Eyes; and when 


zecn ne had underſtood from my mouth, that Malca- 


zing Nente was the Author of that Bloody Maſſacre, 
nat- le continued to ſhed the ſame through regrer, 
e of at ſuch a Traytor ſhould proceed from his Blood. 
luch everal Cares were upon him at one and the ſame 
for ume: That of making an exact ſearch after Mal- 
ther N nte, and of thole who had followed him, was 
ious Ne tit which he gave Orders for, the reit which 
li- Yllowed in conſequence, were to command that 


here Y4canor tbould be carried to the Palace where he 
eale I Fron would lee his Wounds ſearcn'd, and to 
near Y*Joyn tiiat ine two unknown Pertons were not 


leglected. | 


rv, II. All ineie three Commands were executed with 
ever beed, bur tie Firit had that advantage over the 
ning F'ters, tnat it gave not a great deal of trouble 
(0 to 
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„d Y agreeable, yet I perceiv'd in him the ſame things 
I beheld an extream 
ſhe Y Youth, and I likewiſe beheld ſomething more ac- 
4 compliſh'd in him, then in all the moſt agreeable 
aid Jof our Courtiers, and that which in them did 
'F 1 not appear, or make a ſhew without artifice or 
; of | ſetting off, ſhin'd forth with advantage in his 
you Perſon, in the fimple eſtate in which he was 
you found. I lee very well Madam that you would 
ar- interrupt the order of this Hiſtory, to demand of 
alty Y me who in reality was this unknown; but if 
the ©] you defire to know: my good and bad fortune as 
the it has hapned to me, you muſt at preſent remain 
on- under the fame pain as I was in at that time, aud 
ſhe attend the Sequel of my Adventures to under- 
The aſſiitance which was ſent 
ther for in all diligence arrived on one fide,whilit the 
had YAſjrian King came up on the other, becauſe the 
aich JF Queen had ordered by the fame Meſſengers which 
loſt went tor the Chyrurg ions, to give notice of the 
nich ad Diſaſter which had hapned to him; ſcaice 
dier, had that Prince beheld Alcanor in that Condition, 
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to thoſe whe undertuok it. They followed the 
way which Malcadonte had taken, by reaſon of 
the Blood which was fo remarkabl 

as far as the Gate, which they found open, and 
Which only ſerved for thoſe who uſed to open 
the Gates of that place. There they ſaw a great 
deal of Blood, but they could trace it no fur- 
ther ; which made the offended Nims to con- 
jecture, that the Traytor, with thoſe who had 
aſtiited him, had put themfelves into Coaches, 
which attended at that Gate, to the end that 


they might find out no further the way they had 
taken, Whilſt His Majeſty was thinking of the 
means to keep his Vow which it had pleas'd him 


to make when he compell'd me to receive one 
of thoſe two Princes for my Cavalier. 
tired to my Chamber, where I was meditating 
on Malcadontes delpair. The truth on it is, the 


indifference 1 had for him and for Alcauor, ſoon 
ceaſed: I had for the firſt, nothing but Averſion 
and Hatred, but for the fecond, I had a great 


deal of Piry : Bur when I went further, and ob- 


{erv'd all the Ciicunitances of that Adventure, 


L cannot tell vou whether it was Inclination or 
Pity which mov'd me to the third; however, I 


will voluntarily contets, that I had not an indi- 


ference tor him; | took up more time in repreſent- 
ing him to my imagination, then in bemoaning 


the poor Acanor : And if I imploy'd ſome mo- 


ments in deteſting the Treaſon of Malcadonte, I 
paſt whole hours away in praifing the Courage 
of the Stianger. Prazamene, laid 1, in interroga- 
ting my lelt, and from one Reflection paſſing to 
another, doit thou remember the words wich 
the generous Sold ier utter'd, when he that ac- 
companied him, and the unfortunate Acauor had 
taken place with thuile whom he had then Con- 
quered ? It is now laid he, that we onght to make 
appear what we ate to the Eyes of the moſt _ 
yy ul 
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ful Creature in the World, and that none ſhould 
partake of our glory, but her, whole preſence will 
render us Victorivus. Alas | to whom did he 
Addreſs this Diſcourſe, was it to Erminia ? No, 
her Age which has left her nothing but her Vir- 
tue, forbids me to believe ſo. To think likewiſe, 
that the Vanity of Fighting in the fineſt place 
in the World, and which ought to have been 
reſpected, as the Majeſty of the Prince had obli- 
ged him to hold that Diſcourſe, is altogether in- 
confiſtent, inſomuch that there is nothing ſo aj 
parent, as to believe that he woyld fpeak it of 
thee, Yes Prazmene, that brave Soldier had thee 
in his. Thoughts; ſince as ou entreſt into the 
Garden, the fame Erminia did oblerve, that the 
other who imitated his Courage with abundance 
lets Succeſs, {aid to him, in ſhewing thee, ſhe is 
there. Hhad no ſooner concluded in favour to 
my ſelf, but that the remembrance of his Wounds 
gave me a great deal of fear. The Compaſſion 
which I had for Alcanor, aud the Averſion for 
Malcadonte, nad now no ſhare in the Afﬀettions of 
my Soul; that Apprehenſion baniſh'd them in- 
tirely ; and nevertheleis, I had ſcarce aſſured my 
lelf that this unknown Perſon thought of me, 
but that new Fancies raiſed in me new Confide- 
rations. 

What ſaid I, it ſeems to me, as if I ſhould be 
forry, if the Perſon wi.o- has occaſioned my 
thoughtfulneſs, ſhould have uttered thoſe words 
which I have fo well retained in my Mind, for 
any other Intention or Cauſe, then what I have 
jult now been imagining. Alas! do I no longer 
remember who Lam; [ have diſdained and ſlight- 
ed tae Services of Two great Princes; nay, I 
have even thought that I recompenc'd their re- 
ſpects roo much, if I beſtow'd but one thought 
upon their Affections; and now my Tuoughts 
ale entirely taken up with the Actions of a com- 
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mon Sold ier. Gods can I imagine, that he ſhould 
have the boldneſs to cait his Eyes upon me. He 
may poſſeſs eminently thoſe qualifications which 
I have obſerv'd in his Perſon, and that he is Ma- 
iter of ſecret Perfectious, fill greater, and more 
excelling ; and that he by far, exceeds all that 
can be called valuable amongſt us: After all, he 
is but a {imple Perſon, if he has not that advan- 
tage by Birth, which may Intitle him to Crowns 
and Scepters; and 1 ought to look upon him 
but with the ſame Eye as others do, if he be not 
guilty of that Ciime, which bur juit this moment 
I was glad to ſee him Convicted, -initead of be- 
coming an Objett of my Hatred and Averſion ; 
it irom defire only, he goes beyond thoſe Bounds 
which his own condition ought to preſcribe to 
him. You ſee me now Madam quickly chang'd, 
fince from the fear I was in about his wounds, I 
aſt over to the ſatisfaction to ſee his Pride and 
oldneſs puniſh'd. Nay, I added thereunto, the 
wiſh that his Wounds were incufable. Bur I did 
not remain long in tnat humour: My Thoughts, 
whatever violence I put upon them, could not 
agree with my W ithes ; and I was contented, that 
1ecoveling ot nis Wounds, he might be cured allo 
of luis criminal Affection. By this diicourle fair 
Princeſs, you may underſtand that I wanted not 
for Vanity; but you will likewite know thar I 
began to be ſenſible, and that that Deity, whole 
power 1 look'd upon to be but a Chymera, was 
reſolved to revenge himſelf of me, for the little 
reſpect I had hitherto boxe to him; ſhe had ren- 
dred me the dear Object of Two Princes, and 
having ill uted taem, the has rendied an unknown 
Perſou, who appears to be of the moſt ordinary 
condition of Mankind, capable to ſurprite me, 
and tv raiſe thole Duuuts and Perplexities in me, 
which ale the intallivle ways to engage me. 
W hillt they are appiziog remedies to Acanor's 
Wounds, 
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Wounds, and thoſe of the unknown Perſon, a 


view was taken of thole who belonged to Mal- 


cadonte's Party, which remained upon the Spot; WW 
there was not one found, who by the loſs of his It 


Lite was not puniſh'd for being concern'd in that 
unhappy deſign; Inſomuch, that Nins who at- 


tended to be entirely inform'd by the mouth of Wi 


one of them, which might be the leaſt hurt, and 
likewiſe to know where their infamons Leader 
was retired, ſeeing his hopes on that ſide defeat- 
ed, increas'd his Reſentment. He diſpatch'd a- 
way Meſſengers to all Parts, with Orders to the 
Guvernours of the Provinces to fieze upon him in 
any place where they met with him ; and in the 
mean time, confin'd all the Dome ſticks of that 
Prince which were in the City. As ſoon as A- 
canor Vegan to amend, and that he was out of 
danger, that King gave Liberty, and was the 
firſt which went himſelf to fee him: But being 
ſenſible that he would excuſe himielt for having 
drawn his Sword in the Gardens of the Pallace, 
he told him, that defending ones ſelf, being na- 
tural, the Gods themſelves would not be offend- 
ed with thole who had ſhed Human Blood on 
their Altars, provided it was in repelling the ſur- 
prizes of their Enemies, and not in aſtaulting of 
them: He added, that he would revenge that 
Intolent Perfidioulneſs, and that Malcadonte, al- 
though he ſhould fly ro the extremity of the 
World, ſhould not thereby avoid that Puniſh- 
ment which he had prepared for him. Acanor 
Cverjoy d to find himielt lo well in the Opinion 
of His Majeliy, iutreated him to add to tnole 
Favours, ons more which he would impivie of 
him; and which althougn of no great conſe- 
quence, yet nevertilet-, would be to him as 
great as au be couid grant nim. The Ring did 
not ſtay tor the end ot lus Prayer, in order to 
piomile hin, he interrupted him, to tell him that 

there 
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there was nothing but what he might eaſily ob- 
tain. Tue did ine Prince witil all thole Acti- 


ons of tiunility which his Weakneſs would per- 


mit,return Thanks to the Monarch for his Boun- 
ty of which he owned himielf unworthy ; and 
ce lared that what he had juſt then obtained, 


was nothing elſe, but to ſee in his own Bed that 


brave Soldier who had hazarded his Lite for his 
Preſetvat ion. He was not ignorant of the Care 
which had been taken of him, becauie that was 
the firſt thing which he concern'd himſelf about 
as ſoon as he could fpeak. Niuus, who would 


not ſuffer him to languiſh for the performance of 


his Requeſt, after having beſtowed a great deal 
of Prailc of his Humour, fo remote from Ingrati- 
tude, cauſed the unknown Perſon to be tranſport- 
ed trom the Chamber where he was, into the 
Princes; and becaule he would be no hindrance 
to thoſe Civilities which he would render him, 
he retired as loon as that was done, I am going 
to tell you of a Converſation with which 1 was 
not acquainted. till ſome time after, and which 
nevertheleſs, I will tell you in its courſe ; it be- 
ing no leſs Remarkable then the Occaſion which 
gave Birth to it. Alcanoy held in his Arms for a 
long time, him whom he eould name no other 
then his Preſeiver, and had made him a thou- 
ſand Compliments, if the exceſs of his Joy would 
have permitted him to pronounce more then ſe- 
ven or eight words, But the unkoaown Perſon 
receiv'd theſe Teſtimonies of an extream good 
will, with Anſwers more Civil then Affectionate, 
for he would not commit any Action with which 
his Conſcience mig it reproacii him, nor betiay a 
Prince fo Generous. It leems to me ſaid Acauor, 


as if my Faiendfhip was a Burthen to you; Or 
elſe being more judicious and Wiſe, then Intent 
ble, you receive my Careſſes as feigned and dil- 
ſembling Teſtimonies ; Oh! dear defender py 
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Life! do not do me that wrong; it is true, that 
almoſt all thoſe who are environ'd with great- 
neſs, are ſubject to that dreadful Vice, and that 
for abundance of Services, they have nothing 
but apparent reſentments of them: But this A- 
canor who [peaks now to you, and who is owing 
co you for his Life, ſwears by that which you 
have preſerv'd, that Diſſimulation never had any 
accels to him: When he promiſes his heart, he 
immediately gives it; but he gives it accompa- 
nied with all that is in his power, and it is that 
which he conjures you to receive. My Lord, an- 
[wered the Stranger, permit to ſay that I never 


made ſo unjuſt an opinion of you, that Vice is 


common but to thoſe whom good fortune favours, 
and from being yo Mean and Low, raiſes them 
to high Degrees : But a Perſon Born within the 
proſpect of a Throne, who never ſubmitted, and 
yet is Submiſſion its ſelf; in a word, who holds 
nothing of an ordinary Education, but holds all 
from the greatneſs of his Blood and the Example 
of the Gods, cannot without a great alteration 
of the common order of things, partake of ſo 
great and unworthy an Action. It is not then 
that I am diffident of the ſincerity of your Pro- 
miles, I have not hearkned unto them, but that 
I imagine to fee them exceeded by their effects; 
but as I am feniible of my unworthineſs, d iſpeuce 
with me if you pleaſe from accepting any thing 
then the Glory to have ſerv'd you; from an 
action of free Will, I ſhall make it a Mercenary 
one, if J pretend to any thing further. I know 
very well, that I ſhould have offended you, faid 
the Prince, had 1 offered you any thing belong- 


ing to me betides my Heart, ſince that would be 


paying an extream generous Act with an extream 
piece of Baſeneſs ; but offering you that at firſt, 
that is ro lay, my molt ſincere A fﬀections, give 
ur ill the liberty to offer you all that may re- 
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main in my power; I cannot make you a preſent 
of the firſt, Without preſenting you with all that 
depends upon me. That if nevertheleſs you con- 
tent your felf with my Friendſhip without any | 
thing elſe, receive it pure as it is, and do not re- 
fule me yours. With thoſe words renewing his 
Embraces, he obliged the ſtranger to render him 
the like, which notwithanding he put an end to, 
to ſpeak thus to him. The Gods know the en- 
deavours I would make ule of, ſaĩd he, lawfully to 
acquire that which that Liberality offers me 
without having delerv'd it. Then ſhould I ac- 
cept of it with extraordinary Acknowledgments, 
becauſe I ſhould then hold my felt aflured, that 
you had not beſiowed that favour upon me with- 
out Juice. But when I conſider that with you 
I have the quality of a ſtranger, I fear that when 
you ſhall know me more particularly, leſt you 
ſhould as ſoon paſs from Efiecm and Affection, ac 

Hatred and Contempt. Alcanor itopping FLY 
thoſe words, be aſſured, ſaid he, that for the fix 
tu. e, nothing can happen to hinder me from Erer- 
nally Loving of you. Make attempts againit tnat 
Lite which I enjoy by your Courage, make me 
Joole the favour of my Prince; piocure me tune 
Hatred of the Gods ; in a word, ravith from me 
the A ﬀections of Prazimene, which would be the 
molt ſenſible and greateſt of all my Mistortunes ; 
I might well complain thereof ; I might accule 
the rigour of my Deuiny ; but it will never be 
in my power to hate you. Mel iſtrate, cry ed the 
stranger, what muſt tnou do now, ſhall't thou 
accept of what it is neceſſary for the to refule * 
To what double Captivity has fortune reſerv'd 
thee ; thou doit already acknowledg'd one Cou- 
Gueror : And nevertheleſs, ſee here a Second Vi- 
ctory which they would obtain again over thee ; 
but a V i-tory which cannot ſinpathize with that 
other where thou didit ſerve for the Triumph. 


Theſe 
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Theſe words were no ſooner in his Thoughts then 
at his Mouth, at one and the ſame time; inſo- 
much that he pronounc'd them in a Tranſport, 
which he wouid afterwards have been glad to 
have conceal'd ; it is true, that they were ſpoke 
ſo quick that the Prince heard them, witnour 


conceiving tne ſenſe of them. Ar length, as it 


he had given himſelf the leaſure to interrogate 
limſelf upon the refiſtance which he made to ac- 
cept of a Friendſhip ſincerely offered, he remain- 
ed lome time without ſpeaking, when on a ſud- 
dain, yes, great Prince anſwered he, I am [enkbvle 
how unworthy I am of ſo high a Favour ; and 
nevertheleſs I receive it, ſince you will honour 
me with it; that little Courage which fortune 
made appear to you, ſhall no more render you any 
Service by Accident tor the future, it thall be 
though Inclination and Duty; nevertheleſs ſuffer 
tha iu an Union ſo little ſuitaole, I always fuf- 
ped my defect without having any diffidence of 
the truth of your Pronuſes. it is uncoubredly 
your Opinion, that after fo many pioteſtations, 
Alcanor was deſirous to know the Original and 
Fortune of the Stranger, and it is true, fair Prin- 
c:{s, but he had but juit begun the Diſcourſe, and 
i think had not proceeded therein much further 
then to tell his Name, when the Queen hindred 
the continuance thereof: Sheentred into the Prin- 
ces Chamber, and holding me by the Hand, drew 
near to his Bed, with thoſe Attendance which 
was molt familiar. I do not ask you, ſaid ſhe, 
to him, how you nd your felf ſince the King has 
told me, tnat there wanted nothing but the eyes 
of Prazimene to compleat that Recovery, there- 
tore ſhall not doubt but that you are in indiffe- 
rent good terms; you lee that I have brought her 
to ſee that if the Judgment which his Majelty 
hath made, may have ſucceſs, and if her Eyes 
can contribute with the Phytitians tor the re-en- 
ſtat ing 


— — PRI 
— » ©? 3 
— : 


— - 
2 eZ 


— a oy "2 on 42 
Fey I * 8 


- 
* 


5 
EK. 


235 Prazimene. 
ſtatirg you in your former Health; I blufh'd at the 


hearing of thoſe Words, and it was very well ſhe | 
[poke as ſhe did, for otherwiſe I ſhould have bluſh'd | 


cerv'd in the Piince's Bed, putting me in mind of 


thoſe Diiturbances which he had occalioned, had ts th 


Ileaſt t! 
Ipauied 


always cauſed that effect. 
Queens Viſit, with Words and Actions anfwer— 
able to the Honour ſhe did him, intreated her to 


alt lro' ſhe had [1id nothing: The Perſon I per- 
i 


Alcanor receiving the 


4 


try his Recovery by ſome command which might 


require a ready Obedience, and that then ſhe might self: 
2 


ſee that the Grace and favour ſhe did him, was 
the utmoſt and Soveraign Cure for his Wounds; 
but do not content your ſelf, Madam, continued 
he, to work this Miracle on me alone, extend it, 


the Stranger, to the end that I may have nothing 


of a Wound in my Mind, after the entire Reco- | 8 1 


very of my Body. It was then that by an elo- 
quent Anſwer, and ſubmiſſions full of Charms, 
the Stranger verified the Opinion which already 
had been conceived of him. To ſay the Truth, 


it never hapued to to him, but when I had faid 
ſomething, or that my Eyes had met with his; 
but he retreiv'd himſelf again, with ſo much 
Wit and Addrels, and his Anſwers were the moie 
agreeable becauſe he endeavoured to Joyn what 
he aniwered unwares to what he ought to have 
autwered ſeriouſly. 

At that initant what a violent Combat the Di- 
verſity of my Thoughts made in my mind, and 
how neceſſary it was for me to diſſenible, not to 
make my preſent confuſion appear: At lengrn the 
Queen being upon her Departure, thereby lat is- 
fy'd to the utmoſt of my Detires. All the white 
I was near ner, all her Diſcourſe was in Praiſe of 


the Stranger: She, I ſay, who ſince ſhe was be- 
cue the Eſpouſe of the great Ninus, met vAP 
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but common Virtues in the reſt ef Men, had a 
xarticular eſteem for this ſtranger, and ingeniouſly 


confeit, that that mixture of Courage, Youtll 


and Beauty ought to pals for one of the Rarities 
of the Age : and would to the Gods that ſhe had 


ſieſted there, and that from that innocent eſteem 
Ine had not fallen into a Criminal Paſſion; at 
Alcaſt the infamous Dilorder which has ſince accom- 


paujed the Injuitice of her Deſigns, had not made 


a univerfal Confuſion; and I ſhould not at this 
time regret the loſs of the deareſt part of my 
elf; Ni, you would be {ill among the num- 


ber of the Living; Meliſtrate ! faithful Aeli- 
rate] alas, where-ever thou art, thou wilt not 
have that mortal Regret which hurries thee to 


Delpair, and your Country, fair Princeſs, would 
Yenjoy that Repoſe and Glory which ſo many 


abominable and trag ical Inventions have raviſh'd 


from it. There Nagimene giving her ſelf leiſure 
Ito wipe her Eyes, which ran down with Tears 
Jcontinually, was in doubt whether ſhe ſhould go 


on with her Diſcourſe concerning her Adventures, 


Jor remit the ſequel of it untill the morrow, but 
being ſenſible at laſt that the Princefs of BaTria 


endeavoured to coinfort her, only to underitand 
more of the Circumitances, ſhe thus continued, 
The Queen, of whom I came from ſpeaking, and 
who will be the eternal Cauſe of my Tears, was 
not content with what ſhe had ſaid to me about 
the Stranger, her curtofity extending further, the 
lent to enquire of the Prince Alcanor, it he knew 
ay thing concerning his Birth. They brought 
her word back again that his Name was Mel iſfra- 
te, and for the reſt ſhe could learn no other thing, 
bur that he was a young Soldier of Fortune, 
who being more Generous then Illuſtrious by 
birth, ſought all occations to make that re- 
markable and eſteemed, which the Heavens had 
bllowed upon him: That js piry, aulwered ey 

that 
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that the Perfections which ſhine ſo bright in his 


Perſon, have not a higher beginning: He might 
boaſt that he might fee abundance beneath him, 
but very few above him, I could have wiſh'd 


that her Majeſty. had not been ſo inquiſitive, or 


at leaſt that that Anſwer had been made iv my 


. 


Abſence, at leait the incertainty wherein I was, 


had continued, and I had thereby receiv'd a grea- 
E was indeed in doubt whe- *' 


ter Satisfaction. 


ther his Extraciion was extraordinary, and I op- 


pos'd thoſe Sentiments which ſometimes would 
appear favourable for him, upon that Confidera- 


rion; however, whatever arguing I made tomy 
ſelf, it was always a doubt towards the which! 


I heard that his Birth did not agree with ſuch ex- 


cellent Qualities; that was a freſh ſupply ot 


force to encounter the ſecond endeavour, which 
it came from making, and had an equal Succels 
with the former, when thinking {till on him, I 
obtained over my ſelf the Victory. I ſhall not 


ſay that the Converſation they had with the | 


Queen and me, was the laſt Remedy which cured 
them; nevertheleſs | ſhall not forbear aſſuring you 
that ſoon after that Favour on Semiramis's Part, 
the two Wounded Perlons were in a Condition to 
2 their Chambers; the one was never to be 


ound without the other. and whatever Viſit 4“ | 


canor made, Meliſtrate was ſure to be one; the 
King careſs'd him mightily ; the Queen gratified 
him in an exraordinary manner; In a word, all 
the Court, as well to render to his Virtus what 
was his due, as not to Gilagiee with their Sove- 
raign, by whom he was mightily eſteem'd, gave 
him infinite Praiſes; neverthe:eſs the n.01c inte- 
xeited Perſon ſpoke but with moderate Applauſe, 
alto) their Sentiments exceeded thole which 
wele publith'd by every owe ; need not tell you 
how often he came to lee uit, under tne Nee 
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is Jof accompanying the Prince, in whoſe A ffections 
it ne ſtood the ſecond ; as the Recital would tire 
n, you, ſo likewiſe it would be concealing from you 
d JF one part of my Adventures, if I omitted to in- 
xr A form you of thoſe Viſits, which I muit make uſe off 
in my Diſcourſe. I remember, that from the very 

Day that theyquitted their Bed, after the Gods and 
- their Majeſty, I was held to be their moſt agreeable 
Company; theytoundme in my Chamber in the midſt 
z- of a profound Solitude, in which the Prince ſur- 
4 J p1iz'd me, and not him that accompanied him, If 
- I when the ſimplicity of Habit had robb'd this 
y ÞF unknown of that good mine which the eclat and 
{ advantage which pomp and Magniticence adds to 
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s it, and that notwithitand ing 1 had plac'd him 
- above the Rank of the moſt aimable of our Court, 
xf Y where could I range him when he appeared to 
h 4 my Eyes, courted with Gold, Pearls, and Dia- 
s Þ monds, 1 cannot tell it to you, Madan, fince I be= *' 
I came fo fupiized and troubled, that every thing 


xt went out of my Memory; Alcanor having paid 
e his Reſpects to me prelented this wonderful Stran- 
d ger to me; behold him to whom I am owing for 
u my Life, ſaid he, and who has preſerv'd it to me 
t, only, that I may execute that glorious Deſign, 
Oo Þ which renders it dear to me, and which is to 
e {| employ it in your Service, as you have already 
'- J conlented that I ſhould. Without him, Madam, 
e the Vows I have thereupon made, had been to 
d no purpoſe, and by his means I fee my ſelf ina 
Il better condition to accompliſh it then ever: 
t Altho' I was not altogether come to my ſelf, yet 
I made a paſsable Anſwer to the Civilities of the 
e Prince, and beſtowed ſome affectionate Thanks on 
- the Strangers Courage, and what he anſwered was 
„ ſo to the puipole, that in my Life, I never heard 
h any thing fo charming; J oblerv'd that during 
uw | ihe time of the Viſit, he was under an extream 
. Conſtraint, ſo much was he atiaid, leaſt by ſome 
action ill managed, Alcanor might come to under- 
ttand 
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fiand that his Friend was become his Rival. III. 
obſerv'd, I fay, by divers Alterations of his] be 
Countenance, upon which I cait my Eyes ſome- g; 
times privily, the greatuels of his Deſires and po 
Reſpects; but I did what I could to conceal from Je 
him that | had perceiv'd it: We liv'd after this] {© 
Rate for ſome time, meeting often at the Queens, I ca 
often in the Walks, and ordinarily in that Com- pe 
any, whether the Prince never went without fw! 
bs and nevertheleſs he met with no favourable w.: 
opportunity to entertain me in particular; it was [ly 
not but that ſome did offer themſelves, but as he I no 
was very Wiſe and Judicious, he let them all pals, Joc 
oblerving them to be too ſhoit for to undertake Icy 
to diſcover himlelf in, which he could not do Jhe 
in tewWoids. For my part, who did not make {cr} 
uſe of ſo much c ircumſpection, and who every Jin; 
time thoſe moments preſented themſelves, had Imi 
expected that he would declare himſelf, con jectu- Jan 
red from thence, that I had been miſtaken by Akne 
Appearance alone, and that Melirate, altho' in- Jbee 
j:nitely generous, yet had never had the boldnels 
to raile his Thoughts to me. Then, Madam, I Ft 
began to be grieved, and as the firſt Opinion Jad 
made me judge him to be inlolent and bold, lo 
the ſecond made me eſteem him fainthearted. 
Nevertheleſs, Alcanor undertook ſome publick Ji 
Gallantries; and the King, whofe Affection to- 
ward him was encrealed, by what he had taken 
off from Malcadonte, did not only conſent to it, 
but likewiſe honour him with his Advice in all 
that was propos'd to him; the fineſt place in Ba- 
tylon had right to claim that Quality, not only 
becauſe of its great Extent ; not only becauſe of 
its magnificent and liately Euildings, which in- 
compals'd it; not only likewile becauſe of its 
agreeable Situation; but alto for the Riches 
which are there to be ſeen, and the Wonders 
which are there occationed by the beauty of the 
Lad ics, 
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Ladies, and the generoſity of the Caviliers, and I 
believe fiom a {mall Detign, his Majeity made a 
great L'ndertaking of it, to the end that the re- 
port of ſo Royal a Specticle coming to the Know- 
ledge of the perfidious Alalcadoute, in what pals 
ſo ever might his Retreat have becn, it might 
caule him to Diſpair, bearin» that that great ex- 
pence was made in favour of Acauor. That Prince 
who gloried in teſtifying to the World that I 
was the Object of his Affections, wore publick- 
ly my Colours, and took no Motto which was 
not ealy of Intelligence; for his A: !itrate he 
took upon him thoſe which were altogerher parti- 
cular, which nevertheleſs he mix'd with his, and 


Ine had reaſon to carry them, ſince they were thole 


which I affected ; his Dey ice was notwithſtand- 
wg. joyn'd with that of Alcan, and altho? it 
might leem extreamly different, ſtill it had the 
ame fignification, The truth is, that without 
knowing his Thoughts, it had been haid to have 
deen underſtood ; but as he has fince confeit to me 


the great deſire at one and the fame time, to ſa- 
tisfy his Fears as well as his Paſſion, made him 


o induſtriouſly hide his Intentions under that De- 
ice, which he alone was capable of explaining. 
Thoſe magnificent doings laſted for two Days, as 
ixewile the glory thereof was participated be- 
ween two Perſons ; Alcanor, by the courtifie of 
lelityate, obtained all rhe Advantage which 
an excellent and experienced Cavalier could hope 
lor; I lay by the Civility of Aſeliſtrate, becauſe 
t was well known to every one, that he had 
pared himſelf the firſt Day on purpoſe not to ren- 
ter the Princes Triumph leſs glorious, by the di- 
ity of Opinions, which the Bravery of his 
ations would have cauſed, had he not re- 
T2red them; but when he miit, (as often he 
Yould) it was with ſo good a Care, and thoſe 
2110s were lo jul, that they were rather taken 
| al tor 
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for the effects of his Addreſs, then 


Experience, If an 
next Day, when Alcanor reſign'd him his Place, 


they 


only ſoon to have the Honour of being overcome. 


Whilſt every one made appear their admiration 
by their Expreſſions ; that their Majeſties aloud | 


ſaid, that they could not believe but that the 


Stranger muſt be beyond what he pretended, and 
.nvy began to Creep into the Breaſts of a 


that 
great Number: Whilſt the Victorious Jleliſtrate 


was near the receiving from my Hand the prize 


deſigned for the Victory, and that my Heart was 
in Motion to accompany him in his Triumph, a 


Courier arrived who put an end to thoſe fine Acti 
ons; the News which he brought made moſt 
People believe, that theſe diverting Cembats had 
been the preſages of niore ſerious and bloody 
ones which were going to follow them, ſince the 
Revolt of Armenia, the News of which that Cou- 
rier brought to our Monarch, invited 10 Arms 
That 
great King being unwilling that that News ſhould | 


all thoſe who made profeſhon ot them. 


interrupt on a ſuddain the Diverſious, ordered 


them to be continued unto the ſame Hour, as the 


day before they had ended, when every one reti- 
red, content to the utmoit with what they bad 
ſeen; but Meliſtrate more ſatisfy'd then all the 
reſt, having beheld himſelf crowned by my hand. 
Scarce was the Council met to reſolve upon the 
Revolt of the Armenians, but another arrived, 
giving an Account of the Invaſion of Barſanes, 
that our Monarch had confined at Ninive, whi- 
ther he ſent him, when his generous Queen had 
vanguiſh'd him. Neither he nor his Council 


eould believe that that Prince had made his 
elcape 


were ſcon convinc'd, fince thoſe who | 
eſlay'd againſt the Prince, diſputed the Vi&ory | 
with him, but could not ſtand before him, but ra- 
ther ſeem'd to preſent themſelves before him, 


his want of 
one doubted thereof, the 
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eſcape without the Governors being of Inteili- 
gence with hint; neverthelels, whither it was 
that it was not a proper time to ſearch out the 
truth; Niuus made none of his Sulpicions ap- 
pear, altho* they always remained with him : 
only the Opinion was general, that the Revolt of 
Armenia, and the Invalion of Barſanes were tuo 
elfeſts proceeding from one Reſolution, and that 
whoever had practic'd the Revolt of that Province 
had likewiſe procured the Liberty of its Prince, to 
the end that the People might more willingly 
throw of the Yoke, ſceing their Prince to be the 
head of the Deſign, to regain them their Liber- 
ty. It was concluded then, not to give time to 
thoſe Rebels to acknowledge him, and for that 
purpoſe it was relolv'd immediately to ſend an 
Army againſt them. Acauor, whom the King 
vould prefer before all others, was the Perſon ou 
whom he had catt his Eyes for the Management 
of that War; and he being preſent at Council, 
was no ſooner named, but that after thanks re- 
turned for that Honour, he beſeeched the great 
Ninuz to give him Mil iſtrate for his Lieutenant. 
That Requeſt aſtoniſh'd all Perſons, and not one 
believed that it cught to have been agreeable to 
his NMajeity, ſince it not only put the fortune of 
Ay ia ro hazard, but likewile ſcandaliz'd abun- 
dance ot ancient Otticers to whom that charge 
did law fully belong, when it ſhould be granted 
without any repuguance. In truth it was an ex- 
travidinary thing to repole fo great a charge up- 
a Stranger, who might as ſoon be of the Arment= 
aug ide, as any other, and nevertheleſs there was 
not fo much caute of Admuation, finee it is 
common with Perfons whom the Heavens deſign 
to; Heroes, never to arrive to tat Degree but by 
extraordinary ways. Sarriane, a Town on the 
cotines of Aſeſigotamia, not far from Mount Tau- 
as the place ot Rendezvous of all the Troops, 


N 2 aud 


1 
i 
44% 
"(4 
'S 
1% 
10 
' 
7 
4 
* 
1 
2 
f 
, 


£3 -— a 


244 Prazimene. 


and there were already enough to form the body 
of an Army able to a offentive when the Prince 
received his lait Orders to depart. Meliſtrate hav- 
ing us'd his Power, not to accept of a charge of 


which he owned himſelf unworthy, found that 


neither his Youth, upon which he more particu- 
Jarly grounded his refuſal, nor all other Excuſes 
which he alledg'd would exempt him from it ; in- 
fomuch that confounded with ſo wonderful a 
change, he propos'd to himſelf to give the Lye 
two choſe who declar'd that they did not expect 
any great Succeſs from his Conduct, and to de- 
ceive the others who were not of the firſt Opini- 
| on, by actions more ſignal and celebrated then 
thoſe of which they might conceive ſome hopes 
that was not his only deſign, another of which 
| he had a thouſand times reſolv'd, but never had 

had the boldneſs to execute, followed, or to ſay 
better, preceeded ; that was, no longer to con- 
ceal from me, what Reſpeit and Friendſhip had 
enjoyn'd him to forbear. An opportunity offered 
it elf the fame evening before his departure. 
 Micaner came from receiving the Queens com- 
mands and accompanying'her in the Walk which 


at a diſtance to ſay ſomething to the Prince; he 
took his time, ſeeing we were far enough not to 
be underſtood by any; I ſaw him open his mouth 
to ſpeak, but I faw him as ſoon't wo or three times 
change Colour. May I believe, ſaid 1 (without 
ſtaying till he ſpoke) and mightily ſurpriz'd at the 
Accident) that the rememLrance of the danger 
which you have 1un here ſhould have more pow- 
er over your mind, then the danger it ſelf; not 
ſo Madam, anſwered he, if you pleaſe, but ra- 
ther the preſence of a danger quite of another 
ſort then what you ſpeak off, cauſes my appie- 


| henſfion and ſilence. What, ſaid I, are you 
8 threat 


ſhe would take in thoſe itately Gardens, that Ca- 
Dalier conducted me. Semiranms being a little 
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threatned with ſome other danger: Oh! Gods, 
may well ſay that our loſs is certain ſince nothing 


can * to you here, which is not common 
to us all, and that we ought not to hope for 


any ſuccour, fince he, who alone is capable to 


defend us, falls the firſt into the aſtoniſhment. 
The danger in which I find my ſelf, continued 
he, relates to me alone, inſomuch, Madam, that 


- none ought to apprehend it but my felf. To lee 


himſelf purſued by a world of Enemies, and to 
have no hopes but on the other ſide of a Preci- 
pice, which in its ſelf contains all that the ima- 
gination can deſcribe moſt dangerous, and not to 
have itrength to paſs; tell me, if you pleaſe, is 
it not enough to chill ones Heart with Fear, and 
to make his Countenance to become pale. Bur 
that is not all fair Princeſs, I muſt inform you 


who are thole powerful Enemies; permit me then. 


from a beginning full of Temerity, that I pals to 
a bolder ending, and it my thought has made 
me commit a great Crime, as I cannot but deut 
it has, without committing a greater, ſuſfer ne 
to avow my {elf a Criminal. He could go no fun- 
ther, beautiful Ty/anta, his Trembling redoubled, 
his Countenance grew pale, and I dare ſay that 
as his Heart failed him, ſo his Love increaſed : 
at length fearing leaſt he ſhould looſe time, he 
made the ſtrongeit effort, which ſince he has 
Iwore to me, he was above all thoſe where the 
extremity of dangers did ever carry his Keſolu- 
tion and Courage. Shall L continue, Madam, 
laid he, and in proſecuting a Diſcourſe which 
cannot be pleaſing to you, ſhall I my ſelf ſearch 
for an occaſion to periſh ;_ Yes, Meliftrate, let us 
periſh, we are engaged with a power which will 
not be diſobey' d. If I was ſomething above the 
greateſt Monarchs of the Earth, I would ſay tliat. 
| Love you, but being nothing but what I am, 
Divine Princeſs, permit me to. ſay, that I adore. 


M. 3. You, 
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you; as if that word was to be the end of his 
Fntelprize, he ſtopt on a ſuddain, as ſoon as he 
had pronoune'd it; but then alſo as if it had 
been a Charm for me, I was not in a condition 
to make him any aniwer, for my mind being di- 
fiurb'ds with contrary Sentiments, had reduc'd 
me to that point, as to make me pity my ſelf. 
Cods ! how ſuipiiz'd was I to know that he 
Lov'd me contrary to my laſt thoughts, and what 
deal of confuſion did that aſſurance beget in me, 
I thould have been very willing to have made 
appear to him that bis Love was not diſpleaſing 
tome, and yet on the other hand, I ſhould have 
been willing to have puniſh'd his boldneſs ; at 
rt, I was inc:inable to recerve it favourably, 
and the next moment I repreſt thoſe favowable 
Inoughts, through the conſideration of my birth; 
za one word I wiſh'd my felt no longer Prazimene 
tor the lake of MMeliflrate, and yet nevertheleſs 
] would not have ceas'd to have been fo to the 
end, that I might Chaſlize the inſolence of his 
Defires. Thoſe {trange contrarieties poſſeſs'd me 
fora long time, during the which, the Cavalier 
1emain'd like a Criminal, who is certain of his 
Execution: I cloſely obſerv'd him, and was ſen- 
fibly rouch'd, and nevertheleſs after a long con- 
flict, reſolv'd to overcome my felt, to condemn 
him, I made him this Anſwer. Are you altea- 
dy weary of your Glory ? and do you defire that 
The place which gave riſeto it, ſhould bea Wit- 
neſs of its periſning almoſt as ſoon, What hin- 
ders me but that I go immediately and demand 
Juſtice from the Queen, of your inſolent and au- 
dacious Vanity. Fly! begone, raſh Man! aud 
believe that I, too Liberally therein, recompence 
that noble Action that you performed in this 
place, in concealing the Crime you but uit this 
' 1gO6Ment committed. I knew very well, laid he, 


betore I could leave him, and without being ow; 
pr 
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pr1iz's at the An{wer, that I was going to excite 
the utmoit of your Anger againſt me, I was not 
ignorant that being perſued by thoſe violent per- 
lecutions, which have invaded ,my breaſt, I was 
reduc'd to the brink of a precipice, which (en- 
deavoured in vain to leap over; but how terrible 
ſoever be my fall, I mall always call it glorious, 
ſince it is fo decreed by that Mouth which in 
condemning, favours me. It is true, juſt Prazi- 
mene, that my Eyes have admired you, and my 
Keart has adored you ; that the remembrance of 
a profane Perſon has defiled your glory, making 
his pleaſures in a Converlation of which he was 
never wort ky, and that by an exceſs of inſolence 


you have been the Objec of all his Deſires; 


Gods! it is tco much, not to ſubſeribe to my 
Death and Ruine, and nevertheleſs if you conhi- 
der in what time I have diſcovered it to yuu, 
my Crime, you will acknowledge that theie is 
ſeme juſtice on my ſide: I have attended till tui; 
Hour that I am obliged to be gene to FPiglu tlie 
Enemies of this Country, to the end that m 
claſiii;ement might immediately follow my vfleucs ; 
you have io c1deied it, and lam racy to ufer; 
yes, fair Princeſs, it is done, I am going to 1c 
Venge you at one and the tame time ct a tam, 
inſolent and p:ophane Perſon ; had not the Queen 
at the lame time finiſhed her Ditcourte witn Al. 
canor, I doubt whither I had paited with AMeli- 
firate without lweetning in ſome refpect His Dit- 
Pair ; in effect I was io much oblig'd to do it ac- 
cording to my own proper Opinion, that it wan- 
ted but little of diſcourting ſomething even in her 
prelence, however I reitrain'd my felt and leaſt 
I ſhould tall into any ſuch inconveniency, I joyn'd 
my telf to the train of Ladies which were not 
very far from me. In tie mean time Aſeliſtrate, 
by a moſt wonderful preſence and refolution cf 
Mind, diſembled the cruel itroke he had receiv'd; 
AL 4 he 
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he ſtifled his Sighs, ard was maſter of his Tears, 
and whilit his Heart was entertaining it ſelf up- 
on moſt Tragical thoughts, he conſtrained his 
Lips to moſt ferious Di ſccurfes. The Hour being 
come to retire, the Queen commanded the Prince 
to take my Hand, that he might have time to 
take his leave, inſomuch that I could not ſay to 
that poor unhappy Lover one word premeditated 
in his favour : It is true that Alcazor did all that 
he could toexcuſe himfelf, altho' he defired no- 
thing leſs then to be lo ; but ſhe, who knew ve- 
Ty well, that it would be doing him an Injury, 
would not admit of it. I ſee very well, ſaid ſhe 
to him, that your Civ.lities might oblige you to 
ask who ſhall that place which you juſt now quit- 
ted, in coming hither, that fall be in the Perion 
of that other lecond ſelt,faid ſhe, pointingto Meli- 
ſtrate ; enjoy Alcanor for a long time, the 
little leaſure which rew.ams, and deny not to 
love, what to Duty you would bellow. Mcli- 
ſtrate advanc'd io preſent her his Hand, ſeeing 
himſelf thereunto invited by that Diſcourſe, and 
the Prince, obeying the Queens Pleaſure and Will, 
teſtified to me how dear that Commandment was 
to him, and how much he was going to ſuffer, 
being torc'd to be abſent fiom me. I ſhall not 
entertain you with the laſt Proofs of his A ffecti- 
on, nor indeed did | lend an Ear, but by con- 
ttraint, eſpecially having other thoughts in my 
Mind, then the complaints and grief of Alcanor. 
In fine 1 was delivered from them at the moment 
that Meliftrate left the Queen, and that for the 
lait Compliments they both took leave of her and 
me. Judge, fair Princeſs, if that Night was a 
time of repoſe to me, but judge, likewiſe by rhe 
cruel diſlubances with which I was tormented, 
whether him whom I had treated ſo ill, enjoy'd 
a more pleaſing reſt, if I had any remorſe of my 
cruelty, he felt in his Heart the rigorous points 3 
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if J accompanied my Sorrow with Tears, he ac- 
companied his Griefs with mortal reſolutions, 
and if Iſent wiſhes for his Life, alas he did no- 
thing but contult the means to attain to a ſuddain 
Death. At length the day appeared, and that un- 
fortunate Lover had no ſooner perceived it, but 
impatient to ſee himſelf amongſt theſe whom by 
his brave Actions he reſolv'd to make triumph, he 
went to the Prince to let him know that it was 
time to depart. They ſoon arriv'd at Sarrmne, 
where finding the Army ready to march ; they 


began to gain the Paſlages of Mount Taurus. 


The Armenian, who had ſeiz'd thereof to defend 
the entring into his Country, made believe, he 
would retire, and they had ſcarce abandoned 
it, but that ours took poſleſſioff of it, but as he 
had not done it but in order to ſupport them, 


when enga ged amongſt theſe high Mountains, he 


attack'd them ſo advantageoully, that thoſe who 
were preſent at that Combat, and who reported 
it to us, did affirm that their ſafety was not a 
Imall Miracle; Alcanor doing all that a great 
Courage could do, perform'd too much for a Ge- 
neral, he behav'd himſelf valiantly amongſt the 
Crowd, conſidering him as a Soldier; but as a 
General he behav*d himſelf raſhly : For Meliſtra- 
te, who had nothing before his Eyes but his Diſ- 
pair, and who ſubmitted all other thoughts to 
the Reſolution of dying, it was no wonder if he 
threw himſelf in where the preſs was greateſt, and 
in thoſe occaſions where he imagined to be the 
greateſt Danger; however, whither my Deſires 
gainſaid his Wiſhes, whither that Love diſputed 
with Death, or that the Heavens was retolv'd 
to preſerve him to re-joyn Armenia to the Empire 
ot the great Ninus, or to intermix, by conlequence, 
his Victories with the Conqueſts of that great 
Monarch; ſo it was that he open'd himſelf a 
Paſſage through all, that he threw to the Earth 
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an infinite number of Enemies, and that covered 
all over with blood and Wounds, he ſearched io 

ath, without being able to meet with it, he 
had juit routed a great Party which lay in Am- 
buth, and which had not Orders to appear, but 
in the heat of tlie Combat, when word was 
brought him, that Alcanor mortally wounded, re- 
mitted the care and charge of the Army to hin; 
that News, capable of confounding any other, 


cauled in him a great deal of Grief, but little or | 


no Contuſion ; he was reſolved cruelly to revenge 
that loſs, and afterwards immediately to follow 
that dear Rival. Then redoubling his forces and 
the Fortune of Mia follow ing his in Particular 3 
he excited Courage into ſome who had now left, 
and into others whom the Wounds of their Ge- 
neral, had weakned and rendred dead-hearted. 
Whatever great number were the Armenians, Ma- 
dam, ought they to be ſufficient to refiſt fo much 
ardour ; but what ferves it to ask that Queilion, 
ſince it ſuffices that Mel iſtrate overcane: Yes, 
that generous diſpaicing Man put to diſorder thoſe 
rebellious Troops, and purſuing by thoſe difficult 
ways, Killed ſogreat a number of them, that their 


dead Bodies fery d them to return again rhe eaſter, 


Seeing himſelf oblig'd through the dangerous 
condition, wherein the Prince was, to act in his 
Place, he review'd the Army, which gave him 
to underitand that the report was greater then the 
Loſs ; and not to truſt to the diligence of others, 
hewould take no repoſe, till he hadput all things in 
order, as the neceſſity did require, and till he had 
Vilited Alcauor. That Prince having no part about 
Ki free from the marks of the Enemy, amonglt 
Ochers had ſome ſo dangerous, that putting his 

lealth in doubt, at leaſt their Cure would take 
up a long time. Mel iſtrate in the extream Afflicti- 
on which poſſeſt him, receiv'd not a little Con- 
tolation to ſee that the Chyiurgeons had not oy 
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all hopes; inſomuch that having receiv*d fromAd!» 


canuor abundance of neceſſary Initrudions in Few 
Words, for that it was not permitted him to ſpcak 
much. He made them take the noit comod ious 
q way they could to that City. It was with won- 
J dertul Reſentments that he proteſted to ſtay be- 


hind, but upon the ſole conſideration of his Re- 
venge, that if the fortune of the War, without 
which the molt generous Commanders endeavours 
in vain, ſhould ſometime favour him, he would 
not receive the praiſes, but only to refer them to 
him; as on the contrary, ſhould the Enemy Tri- 
umph over him, he would not fail to attribute to 


the defects of his own proper Conduct the Diſ- 


graces of the Army, of which he refigned him 
the Command; all rheſe things were thus parti- 
culariz'd from Alcanor's Mouth, at his return to 
Sarrane, where he remained no longer then of ne- 
ceſſity tor the Chyrurgions to make their ſolid 
progeny of his Wounds, altho* we had hardly 
earn'd ſome Circumſtances from thoſe Cotrtiers 
who had brought the News to Babylon, W hulit 
the Prince endeavours to recover his Health, and 
that he receives favours from the King, which 
the Wounds that he wore might juſtly claim, and 
that he preſſes for freſh ſupplies for Meliſtrate; 
there arriv'd Courier upon Courier, which pub- 
lith'd Victories upon, Vidories. Ninus amaz'd 
that that the brave unknown was already ſo tar 
advanced into Armenia, and that Barzaues, ſince 
the lurprize of Mount Taurus, had not preſented 
himſelf before him, but to joyn his Loſſes to his 
confuſion, beſtow'd ſuch Applauſes which Alca- 
wr was tar from leſſening: He himſelf added all 
he could, and ſaid, that if with the Reli:ts of 
an Army, he perform'd ſuch memorable things, he 
would find nothing impoſſible when he ſhould be 
better aſſiſted. I liſtned withpleaſure to ſuch glo- 
nous News,» but I doubted with grief the Even b 
an 
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and it was by repreſenting to my ſelf his laſt Di- 
courſe, when lels cruel in effect then in appea- 
rance, I gave too ſecure an Anſwer to the hum 
ble declaration of his Love. Believe, fair Prin- 
ceſs that the frequent remembrance of it altered 
my Humour, and that thoſe ſweet and agreeable | 


Converſations, which had always been my de- 
light, began to be troubleſome ; yes, certainly 
it was in ſolitary Retirements, for which before 
I had an Averſion, becauſe they created Troubles 
and Uneaſinels, which are Enemies to Beauty, 
where I found my content; there I conſumed 
away with Grief, there I was continually in ap- 
prehenſions and fears, and notwithitanding thoſe 
pains, that failed not to encreaſe, when I was in 
rivate, ſeem'd fo agreeable to me, that I pre- 
er'd them to all the Diverſions in the World. 
The Queen was the molt ready to perceive that 
Alteration, but as ſhe believed, as well as all 
the Court, that Alcanor was the Subject of my 
Thoughts, ſhe imagin'd that the melancnoly, 
which appear'd in my Face, proceeded from the 
difficulty of his Recovery: Thus I was not di- 
ſturb'd upon the change of my Humour, and that 
which was almoit indifferent to me, ſerv'd me 
for a favourable pretence to ſecure me from con- 
ſtraint: One Day, when I was alone in my Cham- 
ber, and that being ſad, even to Excels, I was 
muſing on theſe things, which were my perpetual 
Entertainment, a Man pale in his Counrenance, 
ditorder'd in his Dreſs, and all over in a Sweat 
through diligence, having found the Door open, 
ertted without Civility, I did not at firit know 
him; nevertheleſs, after having beheld him, the 
anger I was in for being interrupted, did not hin- 
der me trom recollecting my ſelf. Oh! how was 
I ſurpriz'd to lee him, and the agitations and 
fears, which us'd to poſſæſs me, how did they fe- 
double. However, deſirous I was to know the 
occaſion 
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Pecaſion of his Voyage, I had not the Courage 
bo ask him, and whatever endeavours I made uſe 
Af to riſe from the Place where I was, I found 
y Legs as unable to ſupport me, as my mouth 
as to ſpeak, Madam, {aid he, be not ſurpriz'd 
q hat I have the preſumption to preſent my ſelf 
jefore you with lo little reſpect: The lols which 
[am going to relate, has ſo Hun'd me, that having 
no knowledge for my ſelf, you mutt not rake it ill, 
f I no longer remember what I owe toorhers ; 1 
lave not, however, forgot fair, but too ſevere 
princeſs, continued he, believing ſtill that I had not 
known him, that 1 am that Palmedon, whole for- 


0 tune is fo ſtrictly joyn'd to the Service of the diſ- 
8 airing Aeliſtrate, who ſince that Hour, when 
In your pretence I had the Honour to ſecond him 


n with Sword in Hand, in the Gardens of the Pa- 
„ace, I ſhould have thought my elf ſeparated 


7 rom my ſelf, if I had not always followed his 
W bot ſteps. Will you not find it ſtrange then, 


that at preſent, being diſtant from him, and per- 
„Paps diſtanced never to ſee him more, that Ido not 
oblerve exactly thoſe Humilities with which Per- 


5 ns of my Condition ought to appear before you; 
„ Wo, Madam, you will pardon my Griet, and per- 
1. Bit me alſo; there drawing forth a Paper which 
1 e kiſs'd ſeveral times, he continued, theſe words 
as (fit in Blood, which will infurm you of the oc- 
A on of my Tears, and which, in giving ſa 

> Hisfaction to your cruelty, will make you lee the 
at Pbedience of a Prince, and whom a great Dil- 
n. Har has caus'd to periſh. This Speech, of which 
1. ach word was able to create the utmoſt Terror, 
ne Eat me into ſuch a condition that I had not had 
u- Feat pains to have made my Seat where I was, 
4 Tombs; my Countenance became pale, and 


ad K. Heart like Ice, my Eyes was covered all over 


ith Darkneſs, and my Sences acted ne longer. 
he At 
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At length, after this mournful extacy, which! 
did not laſt long, but which made appear to the 
taithtul Pa/medon, that I was not that inſenfible“ 
Praz:mene, tor whom Aſeliſti ate would die, 1 took 
the Letter which he ſtill held; and all wet with: 
a cold Sweat in trembling, I opened : Mol: cer- 
tain I know not how it came about that I did not 
Relaple into thoſe Aczidents from which I was 
but juit recovered, when I beheld the Characters, 
they were of Blood, and the Pains with which! 
they were formed were viſible, by the inegality 
theie appear'd to be throughout the whole. 
Gods! cry'd I, give me but Judgment enough, 
and Courage withal to read this moſt wonderful 
Letter, at length, forcing my ſelf as much as it 
was poſlible for me, I read theſe Words, which willl 
never eſcape my Memory, 


4 


Mclitrate to Pazhuene. 


Educ d to the Terms of jleaſing you for the fu. 

ture, tho' happy words will inform you by wha: 

means I pretend to hecome agreeable to you, refuſe then 
not, your peruſal, ſince you will thereby under ant v 
the Acconipliſb ent of ſome one of your Deſires, ne- a: 
der had the raſh delign of writing ro you entred inte 
my Thoughts, if the cond il ion ere I find my ſel, fe 
did not excuſe the Liberty; I take it then, Madan, L 
in imization of thoſe Criminals, who think to abateſ ec: 
ſomething of their Crime, when after having aſphe-I it 
med againſt Heaven, they addreſt heel ves to Hea-J I to 
ren again, io demand pardon for ſo doing; in ke ha 
manner havin offended you, it it of you moſt adore- hi 
able Princeſs from whom my Prayers would abtain tha di 
T might die in peace. I accus'd my ſelf, as ſoon aun 
had rendred my ſelf guilty, you have condenined me, hi 
and a Maid, like you, has reveng'd your Cauſe ; dude 
there 1 that difference in it, that my Sentance wa ha 
pronoune'd by ibe Lips of a Maid Iicchie, aud 1Y Fal 
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L leaſt there can be none greater then Death it ſelf : I 


Prazimene, 255 


« Mortal Maid was the cauſe of its Execution ; you 
are then at the point of being ſatiy d. I am there- 
fore 1eady to die, and upon one ſingle Word of your 
Mouth depends myHappineſs 01 Diſpair : Pronounce it 
if you pleaſe, but pronounce it in wy favour, conſider 
that if the Satisfation is not equal to the Crime, at 


ſhall receive it with all my Heart, and ſhall not 1e- 
tard to follow it, only to know, if your juſtice pre- 
tends to any thing further; T ſhall moſt certainly die 
with content, if that be contented, whereas if hae is 
not ſatisfyed, the Grave cannot fut an end to my 


J Grief and Sorrow. 


He is not Dead then, ſaid T, more rejoyc'd at 
the end, then at the begining of that Letter; 


No, Madam, anſwered theaftixcted Palmedon, but 


he will ſoon be dead. Is there no Remedy, ad- 
ded I, to fave his Life. No, continued he, re- 
newing of his Tears : Put purſued I, it the means 
has been found out to prolong it to him until 
luch time as he can hear from me, I ought to 
believe that he is not mortally wounded, ſince it 
will oe impoſſible to deter his Death ſo many days 
as your Journey recuires. It 1s true, Madam, an- 


ſwered Pairiedon, that he is not mortally wound- 


ed, nevertheleſs it is impoſſible that he ſhould 
Live; he has permitted his Wounds ro be taken 
care of ; but to preſerve it until he has received 
it from my Mouth the Pardon which I am come 
to demand of you ſor him; as ſoon as I ſhall 
have told him the Succeis of my fatal diligence, 
his deſign is to hinder the continuation of Reme- 
dies, without the aſſiſlance of which, he muſt 
undoubtedly Periſh ; and if I'ſhould command 
him to live, and let him know how much I con- 
demn his diſpair, I interrupted him, what will 
happen then, he will live without doubt, ſaid 


YN oimedon, and when 1 did aſlwe you that it was 


impoſli- 
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impoſſible, but he mult die, it was becauſe I held 
that Remedy to be impoſſible to be obtained. 
Meliſtrate is dead, it you continue cruel; 
but Meliffrate lives, if your rigour is no more; 
he ſhall not die then, anſwered 1, almoſt recove- 
red out of that great diſorder, which I could Þ 
not conceal, if his Recovery depends upon the 
Alteration of my will. Ah! Madain,anfwered Fal- 
medonte, throwing himſelf at my Feet, what 
Miracles do you work at one and the ſame time; 
Aeliſirate is not only rais'd at that word, the 
Soldiery that follows him, and the ſame Palme- 
don, that is before you, are equally preſerv'd : 
yet, tair Princeſs, the grace which you have done 
to Meliſtrate extends it ſelf on all theſe which ! 
mention, inſomuch that Mria at one and the 
ſame time is owing to you for a moſt excellent Ge- An 
neral and a powerful Army. Bur if 1 am not t 
incredulous tor this extream favour, at leaſt be e 
not offer ded if for ſome little time I make a doubt; I 
thole things which are extraordinary receives no . 
Injury, altho'at firſt they do notfind an eaſyentrance 
into the Mind; and notwithitanding, anſwered J 
I, in raiſing him, I deſire that this truth may 7 
make ſuch an Impreſſion upon yours, that J* 
when you make a Report of it to Melifrate, ir J* 
ſhould be with fo much perſwaſion as if he fe-, J 
ceived it from my own Mouth, with this charge J. 
nevertheleſs, that the Secret of this Friend ſſup 
ſhall not be imparted but berween him, you, and 
my ſelf, you may believe it Madam, purſued he, 
and I may lawtully aſpire to that favour, ſince | 
have made a Vow to die in ſerving him. I ſhall 
be, if you pleale, the faithful Mediator of ſo 
Sacred an Affection, I will govern ſo dextroully 
the confidence repos'd in me, that the molt ſub- F] 
tile and intereſted ſhall not diſcover it; it is of 
what I ſhall particularly return thanks to the F' 
Gods, added J, and ot which ow growing a 
| £ tectle! 
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14 fection may ſtand in need. But Palmedon do not 
d. you diſcern upon my Countenance the deſire that I 
1. have in my mind; do not you know that with an 
? abundance of fear I have an abundanceof curioſity, 
Tapprehend the Wounds of Meliftrate, and deſire 
14 to know how he came by them. I am going to 
tell you, ſaid he, and to tell you at the ſame time 
the moſt wonderful conſtancy, aud tragical Hi- 
ar ſtory that you ever heard; it is not divulged 
Inear as yet, becapſe my dear Maſter did with 
ge that the News of it might not arrive before he 
e- had underitood whither you would pardon him 
: Ythe Fault, which you would not have had him 
ne to have committed, to the end that whether he 
\ ] I died with the Ditpair to ſre you, Mill reſent his 
he Offence, or that your Bounty had forgiven it, 
0. the noite of his Wounds ſhould not have reach'd. 
of Ithe Court until that of his Death. I ſhould. 
be continue, Madam. Said Prazimene, in renewing. 
tz Iuer Tears, and thould endeavour to give a more 
no int ire fatisfaction to your deſire, having as yet 
ice Yb ut learn'd the leaſt accidents of my Fortune, it 
ed 1 was not afraid to tire you by a too long Con 
ay verlation ; the fineſt recitals become very dil-- 
lat Jogrecable when the recital goes beyond a certain: 
ir erm wherein the Ear rather Languiſhes then Li- 
re- Iſtens; tor a ſtronger reaſon ought my Diſcourſe. 
rge I. be troubleſome, failing in that Beauty which. 
it ought to have, That nevertheleſs, if. your pa= 
tience is not tired, nor. your. curioſity glutted, 
am ready to purſue the Relation of. my Adven=- 
ures as ſoon as the Tears which the remembrance 
of a Prince who Loves me ought inceſſantly to 
draw Tears from my Eyes, will give me the Li- 
berty : No, Madam, interrupted Azalinda, I 
fall not pretend to lay any conſtraint upon you, 
In 35 enough, to have engag'd you in a Difcourſe ; 
th which cannot be pleafing ro you, fince it. renews 
A Four Grief, without obliging you to retain thoſe. 
N Tears 


— 
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Tears which are an eaſe to you, let them fall 
therefore at full Liberty, and if they want 2 
Companion, mingle thote, which the Affection 
wherewith you have touch'd me, treely gives 


you. This refuſal nevertheleſs is no mark of any 


detect that your Civilty can attribute to your Diſ- 
coule, there is too much of Attraction and 
Charms, and your Fortune is too admirable to 
cool. my Defire of hearing them, or to tire my 
Attention; ſo far from that, it rather ſhews 
now much I eſteem it, ſince remitting it to ano- 
ther time, is to lay a reſtraint upon my ſelf, 
in order to have another time a longer F.njoyment. 
Thar antwer did not put an end to theu Conver- 
ſation; ſome other Diſcourſes were added to 
them, at the end of which the Infanta cauſed 
three of of her Maids to come to wait upon Pra- 
zimene, They were no ſooner entred, but ſhe 
wiſh'd her the good Night, and that retiring to. 
another Chamber in her Pavillion, ſhe went to 


take her, Repoſe. 64 
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